
Basic Utility Vehicles (BUVs) may well be the 
missing link in transportation needs for rural 
East Africa and its agricultural sector. Not only 

do BUVs provide the perfect solution to rural Africa's transport needs by getting  crops to market and inputs to 
farmers, they also enable local entrepreneurs to launch transport companies that serve underserved communities.  
Rugged, strong, durable and affordable, the BUV is a perfect fit for Africa’s farm needs.

The BUV was designed by the US-based Institute for Affordable Transportation, (IAT.)  Together, IAT and BUV 
Tanzania recognized Africa's need for an affordable, rugged rural transport vehicle, and rose to the challenge of  
manufacturing BUVs in Arusha, making it the first manufactured vehicle in Tanzania.  Response to the incredibly 
efficient and effective vehicles has been outstanding with local customers and government officials praising BUV 
Tanzania’s product.   Observing BUVs in action over the last few years (the many benefits they bring owners, and 
the communities they serve) has confirmed that this is indeed a timely and much needed tool to boost the agri 
sector.

Continual design improvement over the past decade has made the BUV affordable and extremely well adapted to the 
challenges of rural terrain.  The price point might be higher than the lighter modes of transport, but the ability to carry 
800+ Kgs allows it to pay for itself many times over.  The BUV has measurable advantages that justify a cost 
differential.   Heavy duty diffs and springs allow the BUV to carry significantly more weight. Materials are 
stronger, therefore more durable and lasting.  In muddy/slippery conditions the BUV has better clearance and traction,  
giving it a distinguishable advantage on rural roads and tracks.  

BUVs fare better economically over tractors and 4x4 
pick-ups, both in initial purchase cost and in running 
expenses.  With 20kms per 1 liter of diesel carrying 800kg, 
the financial benefits for "last mile" haulage are dramatic.  
("Last mile" refers to the gap areas between crops and 
markets etc where rural areas lack well maintained roads 
that stay open in all seasons.)  BUV is a simple vehicle, 
easily maintained with many parts locally sourced through 
ordinary auto spare shops.  All spares are stocked and ready 
for delivery from the BUV Tanzania. 

Transport challenges are one of the biggest hindrances to 
the growth of East Africa's agricultural sector.  
Providing a powerful, sensible, affordable vehicle to 
navigate this challenge greatly enhances the sector and 
region as a whole.

BASIC UTILITY VEHICLES: 
A compelling answer to Africa’s rural transport needs

 Eighty percent of East Africa’s rural 
population depend on agriculture for 

their livelihood, yet there is no 
affordable, dependable and locally 

available transportation that guarantees 
inputs get to farmers and crops get to 
market.  Introducing the Basic Utility 

Vehicle...



Local entrepreneurs are providing transport to their farming 
communities and thereby bringing success to local farmers, while 
also providing for their own families in an innovative and 
sustainable way.

In order to enhance and promote the agri sector, BUV TZ intends to 
continue to expand manufacturing abilities and hopes to export to 
the surrounding countries. They will continue to provide a quality 
product and good customer care so that BUV becomes a recognized 
name, and a product sought after by those who know the value of 
quality and durability. 

Though a relatively new business, BUV TZ is committed to 
providing a high quality product that will literally bring immediate 
maximization to the efforts of the men and women in East Africa's 
agri sector, and the entire region. 

As a manufacturing plant on the ground in East Africa, BUV 
Tanzania produces a quality agricultural vehicle while also training 
and employing local labor.  BUV Tanzania empowers on many 
levels! 

Contact info: +255 737 212 622 
info@buztanzania.com                                               
SIDO Industrial Estate, Arusha, Tanzania.

 WHY BUV?

LOW COST: The BUV costs only 10-20% of the price of 
most 4x4 vehicles.
EFFICIENT: Diesel engine consumes 75% less fuel 
than normal 4x4 in off-road conditions.                                       
LOW GROUND PRESSURE: Low ground pressure 
allows vehicle to stay on top of mud or sand. BUV’s 
ground pressure is 50% less than that of most 4x4 
vehicles.                                                                                
LOW VEHICLE WEIGHT: BUV weighs 640kg, 70% less 
than a 4x4. This increases off-road efficiency and 
means a small group of people can lift it, if need be.
HIGH TORQUE: Though it is not fast, achieves high 
torque and employs it through tractor tires.                                   
EASY REPAIR: Simple yet effective design is easy to 
understand and repair.
SIMPLE ENGINE: Engine can be swapped out in just 
20 minutes and BUVS can accommodate 25 different 
engines.                                                                   
AGILITY: Excellent control and visibility as well as 
easy turning and ability to pivot around a rear wheel 
gives good capability for quick and sharp turns when 
navigating difficult roads. The angles of approach and 
departure are vastly greater than those of normal 4x4s 
and the high angle allows BUV to not hang up on 
obstacles.                                                                 
OPERATION: Three inputs, (go/stop/turn) make it easy 
to master, allowing even inexperienced drivers to soon 
operate it successfully.
LOCAL PRODUCTION: Manufacturing locally provides 
jobs and supports families.  90% of other utility 
vehicles in Africa are imported.
FLEXIBLE CARGO BED: Cargo bed is easy to repair or 
reconfigure for a specific application. Some buyers 
build their own bed.
BRAKES: Intentionally designed to last 5x longer than 
brakes on 4x4 and other utility vehicles.
EASE OF RESCUE: A single driver can free a stuck 
BUV by standing beside it, simultaneously 
accelerating and pushing handle bars.
AVAILABILITY OF PARTS: Many parts are locally 
available from auto spare shops, and BUV Tanzania 
keeps a complete inventory of all parts.
HIGH SAFETY FACTORS: Many of BUV’s components 
are 5-10 stronger than necessary.
TIRES: BUVs are suited for many different tire options 
and are not constrained by wheel wells. Unlike normal 
4x4 vehicles, BUV can use deep-lug tractor tires and/or 
heavy truck tires up to 31x10.50.
SPACE FOR OVERSIZED BATTERIES: Large truck or 
deep cycle marine batteries produce surplus power for 
other uses.

BUV Specs 
Weight and Dimensions 

Tare Weight: 640 kg
Load Capacity: 800 kg Length: 3,900 mm
Width: 1,625 mm
Height: 1,500 mm
Wheel Base: 1,625 mm Turning Radius: 4,700 mm 

Suspension Steering Brakes 

Front Suspension: None. Reduced tired pressure used. Rear Suspension: 
Leaf spring
Ground Clearance: 230 mm
Rim Size: 15” 

Tyre Size: 235/75x15 tubeless Brakes: Rear drum 

Power Train 

Engine Type: Diesel/1 cylinder
Engine Capacity: 418 cc
Max Speed: 25 km/h
Transmission: CVT/Belt Drive (Continuous Variable                                  
Fuel Capacity: 5.5 L                                                                                             
Fuel Consumption: 20 Km/L 1L/hour 

Cargo Bed: Inside Dimensions: 1,990 mm length x 1,000 mm width x      
410 mm height 
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