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specific nutritional solutions consisting of feed 
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Need nutritional advice? Would you like our view on your farm management?
Visit the link below, fill in your info, and receive free tailor-made advice from one of our species specialists!

Je, unahitaji ushauri kuhusu lishe? Ungependa kupata mtazamo wetu kuhusu namna ya kuendesha shamba 
lako la mifugo kifanisi? Tembelea tovuti yetu hapo chini ili kupata ushauri wa bure kutoka mmoja wa wataalam 

wetu waliobobea kwenye utayarishaji wa lishe maalum kwa makundi (species) mbalimbali ya wanyama. 

http://www.trouwnutritionhifeed.com/en/tanzania

Remjius Hayoyo is your local 
representative for all your 

questions and inquiries regarding 
Trouw Nutrition and its products 

and services.

You can contact Remjius on telephone 
or WhatsApp via 

+255 785 728 960 & +254 736 532 024 
or via 

remjius.hayoyo@trouwnutrition.com

Trouw Nutrition ni kampuni vinara ulimwenguni 
na maarufu katika  ubunifu wa hali ya juu 
wa utengenezaji wa vyakula mbalimbali 
vya mifugo, vichanganyio (premixes) vya 
vyakula, na utoaji huduma za lishe kwenye 
viwanda vya utengenezaji vyakula hivi. 
Kampuni hii ina vitabu vya orodha za 
virutubisho ambavyo ni suluhisho kwa lishe 
maalum kwa jamii zote za mifugo ikijumuisha 
dhana na maarifa mbalimbali kuhusu lishe.

Kampuni hii imetoa ufumbuzi kwa changamoto 
mbalimbali kwenye lishe zilizothibitishwa 
kukidhi matakwa mbalimbali ya wafugaji, 
wachanganyaji wa vyakula majumbani, 
watengenezaji na wasambazaji wa vyakula vya 
mifugo. Trouw Nutrition ina ofisi zake katika nchi 
25 duniani na wafanyakazi wasiopungua 5000.

Remijus Hayoyo ndiyo mwakilishi 
wetu katika ukanda huu na 

atakuwa akijibu maswali yenu 
yote na ufafanuzi wa hoja 

mbalimbali kuhusiana na bidhaa 
na huduma zetu zinazotolewa.

Unaweza kuwasiliana naye kwa simu 
au WhatsApp kupitia namba +255 785 

728 960 & +254 736 532 024 au kwa 
barua pepe: 

remjius.hayoyo@trouwnutrition.com
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JD 9770 STS Combine with rear wheel drive. 
Engine hrs 2937, rotor hrs 1985 

with contour master and chopper

$135465

Choice of three 35�  fl ex drapers contact 
for more info. Various 30 �  fl ex headers
with wind systems. 

JD 9770 STS Combine Engine Hrs 
1795 Rotor 1297 with 

contour master and chopper

$149570 excl vat

Andrew Mower 
RDO Equipment Africa 
Zambia 
Cell No (0026)0973936092

635 Ft  fl ex header with Crary Wind system Price $46212 excl

JD 9770 STS Combine Engine Hrs 2698 
Rotor 1803 with contour master

 and chopper 

$143084

Making mechanised agriculture aff ordable. 
608C/612C maize headers for sale

V 1590 with grass seed box $45696
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Contact Bonnox’s  friendly sales 
team  to discuss your fencing 
needs. Their numbers are 076-
169-9068 or + 27  012-666-8717. 
You may also send them an e-mail 
to gerda@bonnox.co.za or 
linda@bonnox.co za or 
zane@bonnox.co.za, or visit their 
website at www.bonnox.co.za.

Whether you order lightly galvanised or fully galvanised wire fencing from 
Bonnox, the quality and workmanship is excellent . 

With their new ‘Economy’ range, 
Bonnox found a balance between 
costs and quality.

With Bonnox , you score between 
the posts !
Bonnox is well renowned for their qual-
ity and fully galvanised fencing.
 Already, many farmers are aware of 
Bonnox’s range of fine products: The 
“Money Saver”, “Close Mesh”, “Kombi 
Fence”, “Square Mesh”, “Multi Fence” 
and “Flexi Fence” were all meticulously 
designed to provide for every possible 
need. But what sets a manufacturer 
apart from the rest, is the ability to 
promptly observe and react to new 
trends and needs in the market.
 The prefabricated fencing market in 
Africa currently needs a product which 
is  inexpensive, as farmers are  cur-
rently required to be  thrifty with their 

money. Therefore, Bonnox decided to 
introduce their “ Economy “ range. The 
only difference between this fencing 
and their existing “ Elite “  range, is 
that it is lightly galvanised instead of 
fully galvanised. Now a farmer can 
compare “ apples with apples “ when 
comparing Bonnox with competitors’ 
fencing products.
 “There are lightly galvanised wire 
fences on the market, but many of 
our clients ask for it under the Bonnox 
brand name,” says Anita Gent, Director 
of Bonnox. “We therefore decided to 
also manufacture an economical ver-
sion of the nine most popular products 
in our range of seventy products. This 
includes the “Money Saver”, “Close 

Efficient fencing that lasts:
BONNOX supplies just what 
you need –quick as a flash

Mesh” and “Multi Fence” ranges of 
1,2m, 1,8m and 2,4 m. This offers 
the farmer an inexpensive solution of 
fencing for his stock, small  and large 
game.
 In areas where the effects of the 
elements are not very harsh on wire 
fencing, this inexpensive Bonnox will 
still last for many years, but fully gal-
vanised Bonnox is still recommended 
for areas where the elements affect 
fences more severely.
 As the “Elite” and “Economy” 
ranges look exactly the same, the 
labels on the existing “Elite” range are 
green while those on the economical 
range are royal blue. The price of the 
economical range is only 75% of the 
price for the existing range, but it is 
still being manufactured with the same 
Bonnox meticulousness and care. The 
wire still being from the same supplier.

Skip the middleman
“Any farmer can order our products 
directly from our factory in Sunderland 
Ridge, south of Pretoria, to simplify 
logistics and cut costs. This also means 
that the farmer can gain the best 
advice and support directly from the 
manufacturer,” Anita says.
 Bonnox makes sure that there is 
minimal or no lead time at the factory. 
Bonnox keeps stock of approximately 
70 different fencing varieties to suit 
every customer’s requirements.
Bonnox is continuously looking for 
ways to accommodate the farmer. 
“For every ten rolls of fencing a farmer 
buys, he gets one free,” she says. “On 
top of that, we offer a 25% discount. 
Bonnox also provides erecting equip-
ment at competitive prices which 
makes fence erection a simple matter.

Two of Bonnox’s innovative 
prefabricated fencing 
designs are the (A) Ringlok®

for sloping or uneven gra-
dients and (B) Hingejoint®

for the remainder of the 
fencing range.

A B

by Du Preez de Villiers
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hingejoint®

ringlok®

Prevent Poor imitations and buy directly from the only bonnox 
factory, situated in sunderland ridge, centurion

only a bonnox invoice will serve as a certificate of authenticity.

076 169 9068 081 865 4543 072 704 8764
zane@bonnox.co.za  •  gerda@bonnox.co.za  •  linda@bonnox.co.za

www.bonnox.co.za

Contact Bonnox’s  friendly sales 
team  to discuss your fencing 
needs. Their numbers are 076-
169-9068 or + 27  012-666-8717. 
You may also send them an e-mail 
to gerda@bonnox.co.za or 
linda@bonnox.co za or 
zane@bonnox.co.za, or visit their 
website at www.bonnox.co.za.

Whether you order lightly galvanised or fully galvanised wire fencing from 
Bonnox, the quality and workmanship is excellent . 

With their new ‘Economy’ range, 
Bonnox found a balance between 
costs and quality.

With Bonnox , you score between 
the posts !
Bonnox is well renowned for their qual-
ity and fully galvanised fencing.
 Already, many farmers are aware of 
Bonnox’s range of fine products: The 
“Money Saver”, “Close Mesh”, “Kombi 
Fence”, “Square Mesh”, “Multi Fence” 
and “Flexi Fence” were all meticulously 
designed to provide for every possible 
need. But what sets a manufacturer 
apart from the rest, is the ability to 
promptly observe and react to new 
trends and needs in the market.
 The prefabricated fencing market in 
Africa currently needs a product which 
is  inexpensive, as farmers are  cur-
rently required to be  thrifty with their 

money. Therefore, Bonnox decided to 
introduce their “ Economy “ range. The 
only difference between this fencing 
and their existing “ Elite “  range, is 
that it is lightly galvanised instead of 
fully galvanised. Now a farmer can 
compare “ apples with apples “ when 
comparing Bonnox with competitors’ 
fencing products.
 “There are lightly galvanised wire 
fences on the market, but many of 
our clients ask for it under the Bonnox 
brand name,” says Anita Gent, Director 
of Bonnox. “We therefore decided to 
also manufacture an economical ver-
sion of the nine most popular products 
in our range of seventy products. This 
includes the “Money Saver”, “Close 

Efficient fencing that lasts:
BONNOX supplies just what 
you need –quick as a flash

Mesh” and “Multi Fence” ranges of 
1,2m, 1,8m and 2,4 m. This offers 
the farmer an inexpensive solution of 
fencing for his stock, small  and large 
game.
 In areas where the effects of the 
elements are not very harsh on wire 
fencing, this inexpensive Bonnox will 
still last for many years, but fully gal-
vanised Bonnox is still recommended 
for areas where the elements affect 
fences more severely.
 As the “Elite” and “Economy” 
ranges look exactly the same, the 
labels on the existing “Elite” range are 
green while those on the economical 
range are royal blue. The price of the 
economical range is only 75% of the 
price for the existing range, but it is 
still being manufactured with the same 
Bonnox meticulousness and care. The 
wire still being from the same supplier.

Skip the middleman
“Any farmer can order our products 
directly from our factory in Sunderland 
Ridge, south of Pretoria, to simplify 
logistics and cut costs. This also means 
that the farmer can gain the best 
advice and support directly from the 
manufacturer,” Anita says.
 Bonnox makes sure that there is 
minimal or no lead time at the factory. 
Bonnox keeps stock of approximately 
70 different fencing varieties to suit 
every customer’s requirements.
Bonnox is continuously looking for 
ways to accommodate the farmer. 
“For every ten rolls of fencing a farmer 
buys, he gets one free,” she says. “On 
top of that, we offer a 25% discount. 
Bonnox also provides erecting equip-
ment at competitive prices which 
makes fence erection a simple matter.

Two of Bonnox’s innovative 
prefabricated fencing 
designs are the (A) Ringlok®

for sloping or uneven gra-
dients and (B) Hingejoint®

for the remainder of the 
fencing range.

A B

by Du Preez de Villiers



8 East African Agriness | July - September 2018 www.eastafrican-agrinews.com

Editorial Comment

Editor : Andrew Maramwidze

Women are slowly scaling up sus-
tenance plowing into commercial 
farming, as most economies and 
governments embrace the idea.

For so long, the call for African economies to 
fully utilise agriculture has been on the cards 
and signs are out for all to see that farming still 
has huge potential to be the continent’s eco-
nomic mainstay.

The same is true for our region, women should 
be empowered, as they form the bulk of the 
smallholder farmers – the growth of innovation 

Women scaling up 
sustenance plowing to 

commercial farming
and technology should be used to prop up 
women in farming.

More can be realised from empowerment of 
women that have been doing farming to feed 
their families, the economic emancipation 
through agriculture will create various other 
opportunities.

News that more than 4,776 women in Uganda 
have benefited from a TradeMark East Africa 
(TMEA) women and trade programme since 
2015, is a cue that vast opportunities to tap into 
are there in agriculture.

Many of our mothers, sisters and daughters 
should now start viewing farming not as one 
of the chores that is enshrined from the patriar-
chal duties of our community for women.

Remember the now famous adage of ‘turn 
your passion into your business’, most wom-

en love farming and have a bond with farming 
that is created in their hearts by set rules – our 
community expectations.

Our governments and private sector should 
put women smallholder farmers’ empower-
ment at the apex of their agendas. With this we 
say NO to Corporate Social Responsibility that 
will dish out freebies.

Let companies seek what would empower 
women to improve their farming and govern-
ment ease red tape that could be hindering to 
easily enjoy farming and it benefits.

Let agriculture sparkle in our economies.

Remember to send through comments and 
inquiries on: drewmara@gmail.com

Enjoy the read!
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Cover Story

Four years after the African Union adopt-
ed the Malabo Declaration on Agricultur-
al Growth, action plans by authorities in 
East Africa has made youth participation 

in agriculture a top priority.

The blueprint whose focus is halving pover-
ty by the year 2025 has ignited EAC to set in 
motion a transformation programme to create 
jobs for at least 30 percent of the youth in the 
East African region.

 “Promoting youth employment in agriculture 
is a top priority in our region,” said Ugandan 
minister for Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and 
Fisheries Vincent Ssempijja, speaking at the in-
augural Biennial Review Report of Malabo Dec-
laration on agricultural growth.

The Ugandan minister said the East African 
Community (EAC) aims to implement the pro-
gramme through increased investments in ag-
riculture.

According to the authorities, the agriculture 
sector, not only provides untapped potential 
to boost productivity and entrepreneurship but 
can also create decent employment to thou-
sands of unemployed youth.

EAC wants to absorb youth in the agriculture 
food chain as well as gain access to attractive 
opportunities in agri-business, as part of the 
bloc’s efforts to boost agriculture under the.

Malabo Declaration was adopted by the AU 
Heads of State during their summit at Malabo 
in Equatorial Guinea in 2014. 

“Boosting youth employment in agricultural 
value chains is a low hanging fruit ready for 
harvesting”, observed Chimimba D. Phiri, the 
sub-regional coordinator for eastern Africa of 
the UN Food and Agricultural Organisation 
(FAO).

Dr. Chimimba, who is also the UN body’s 
representative to the AU, stressed that youth 
employment in the sector would ensure food 
security.

The Malabo Declaration has been made with-
in the framework of the Comprehensive Af-
rica Agricultural Development Programme 
(CAADP), an initiative designed to boost agri-
cultural productivity in the continent through 
increased investments.

Agriculture is low 
hanging fruit for EAC 
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Business, Companies & Markets

Tanzania’s Handeni District Council has 
sealed a deal with Chinese company - 
Kanton Investment for construction of 
a cassava processing factory.

According to Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC) 
the US$10 million factory would process 200 
tonnes of cassava per day.

John Rwehumbiza, Kanton Investment Compa-
ny Executive Director recently announced that 
the company has already embarked on a pilot 
study by buying cassava and transporting the 
consignments to China. .

Rwehumbiza said the company further plans 

to impart appropriate cassava growing tech-
niques to farmers.

Latifa Kigoda, TIC information officer said the 
factory is part of the centre’s efforts to lure 
more foreign direct investment (FDI) into the 
country.

Cassava factory opens in Handeni

10 East African Agriness | July - September 2018 www.eastafrican-agrinews.com
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COMPLETE 
FEED MILLS, 
PLANTS AND 
MACHINES

AMANDUS KAHL GmbH & Co. KG
Dieselstrasse 5–9 · 21465 Reinbek
Hamburg, Germany

+49 (0) 40 72 77 10
info@akahl.de · akahl.de

TURN KEY SOLUTION  —
Turn-key feed mills, plants, and 
machines for compound feed, 
shrimp/fish feed, pet food, 
premix/concentrate, roughage 
feed as well as straw.

Multinational feed additives produc-
er Nutriad is introducing a proven 
concept Krave® to the sow’s diet, 
to stimulate voluntary feed intake 

in the high temperature conditions across Asia.

“Nutriad understands that feed intake in lactat-
ing sows in hot climates is a major challenge to 
the modern genotypes,” said BK Chew, Region-
al Director APAC. 

Multinational feed additives producer Nutriad, 
headquartered in Belgium recently sponsored 
the Pig Feed Quality Conference that was held 
in Bangkok ,Thailand recently. 

This year’s conference centered on nutrition of 
the sow, increasing feed intake in tropical con-

ditions and reducing feed costs. 

Nutriad’s expertise on swine nutrition and 
health in general and on feed intake, was at full 
display during the event.

According to the company, at critical points 
during pig production appetite and feed intake 
are often compromised by a variety of factors 
such as weaning, diet transition, unpalatable 
feed ingredients and heat stress. 

Ab Greven, Commercial Manager Palatability, 
presented on ‘Animal Behavior and Feed In-
take.’

Greven explained Krave® AP and Delistart® 
K-Link stimulates feed intake in tropical cli-

mates. Sensory learning helps piglets to show 
less food neophobia an improve feed intake 
pre- and post weaning. 

An extra  ten percent feed intake of piglets in 
the week after weaning can be realized by ap-
plying this innovative concept. 

Other benefits of the sensory learning are im-
proved sow feed intake, more and heavier pig-
lets at weaning, improved litter uniformity and 
improved daily weight gain. 

Nutriad delivers products and services to over 
80 countries through a network of own sales 
offices and distributors, supported by four ap-
plication laboratories and five manufacturing 
facilities on three continents. 

Business, Companies & Markets

Nutriad feeds stimulate 
voluntary feed intake
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Export diversification, improvements in 
infrastructure, industrialisation, major oil 
discoveries, and the potential for signifi-
cant growth in commercial services, look 

set to turbocharge East Africa economies, Eco-
bank has said.

“The East African nations look set for contin-
ued and sustained economic growth, assisted 
by commodity prices and the prospect of sig-
nificant oil production. The region is a world 
leader in disruptive Fintech, illustrated by the 
resounding success of mobile money and Ken-
ya, together with Rwanda, Tanzania and Ugan-
da, represent a regional powerhouse for global 
commercial services,” said Samuel Adjei, Eco-
bank Kenya Managing Director and Regional 
Executive of Central, Eastern and Southern Af-
rican (CESA) countries at Ecobank.

East Africa is a leading exporter of tea, coffee, 
cut flowers and minerals to world markets, is 
a financial, logistics and services hub, and has 
some of the most diverse intra-regional trade 
flows in Africa.

Much of the region is reliant on agricultural 
crops and commodities for export earnings, 
but continued economic optimism looks as-
sured.

HIGHLIGHTS FOR EAST AFRICA:

• Kenya, with its diversified commod-
ity exports, which include tea, horti-
cultural goods and coffee, has started 
producing crude oil. But in the absence 
of a pipeline it must all be transported 
to the coast by truck. Both Kenya and 
Uganda have proposed rival pipelines, 
and until a decision is made on which 
will proceed first, Kenya’s oil produc-
tion will be constrained

• Ethiopia is benefitting from strong 
foreign direct investment in infrastruc-
ture and industrial projects. Its coffee 
and gold exports have been aided by 
higher commodity prices, although 
higher oil prices could constrain its 
economy which is dependent on im-
ports of petroleum products.

• Transport, construction, mining, 
tourism and commercial services are 
the driving forces behind Tanzania’s 
strong economic performance, as it 
upgrades its infrastructure and indus-
trialisation.

• Uganda has diversified agricultural 
exports, led by coffee (it is Africa’s larg-

est exporter of Robusta). The country 
plans to start exporting crude oil in 
2019 and its service sector, which ac-
counts for 52 percent of GDP, contin-
ues to expand strongly, supported by 
an emerging tech innovation sector.

 • Rwanda’s agricultural sector is 
benefitting from improved weather 
conditions and strengthening com-
modity prices are bolstering its mining 
exports. The government’s strong sup-
port for innovation is aimed at turn-
ing Rwanda into innovators’ preferred 
‘Proof of Concept’ country in Africa.

 • Burundi’s fragile political situation – 
which has led to the suspension of do-
nor aid - has weakened its economy, 
which is heavily dependent on agricul-
ture and minerals.

• The ongoing civil conflict in South 
Sudan has severely constrained eco-
nomic growth and development of the 
country’s transport and social infra-
structure. The country’s significant oil 
reserves, fertile soil with abundant wa-
ter supplies and growing population 
could lay the foundations for strong 
growth in the future. 

Regional News

Agriculture remains East 
African economies mainstay

…as other sectors looks set to turbo-
charge economies
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Automated broiler processing solutions
MOVING UP TO MATCH THE MARKET
For East African poultry processors who are looking for ways 
to add value to their operations, Marel Poultry can assist in 
� nding the exactly right, customized solutions which meet 
the market needs.

• For all process steps in new plants or expansion projects
• For capacities of 500 bph and up
• Semi- to fully automated processing systems
• Personnel training for optimized performance
• Service and spare part support

Contact us to � nd out more:
info.poultry@marel.com | marel.com/poultry

Regional News

By MOSES OMUTEKO

Over 150 companies from around the 
globe participated at the 5th annual 
Agritec Africa conference in Nairobi 
to dialogue on technology adoption 

in agriculture.

This year’s conference was held under the 
theme: ‘Transformation of agriculture through 
technology’ where more than 200 agricultural 
brands were represented.

In addition, the event attracted approximate-
ly 20,000 agribusiness visitors over the three 
days.

Participating companies at this year’s con-
ference offered products and services in Agri 
Ecology, Organic Agriculture, Post-harvest 
treatment, Aquaculture, Biotechnology, Agro 
and food processing, Fertilizers and chemical 
among others.

Companies such as Techno Brain were pres-
ent to launch their digital agricultural platform 
in Kenya, in partnership with Microsoft and 
ICRISAT, offering a platform which has shown 
tremendous growth in India where it was first 
introduced.

According to Techno Brain, the project will be 
executed in phases with a view to ensure the 
success of the same, as well as feasibility in dif-
ferent parts of the countries.

Kartar Agro Industries from India also graced 
the event to market their products and get 
dealers for their products based in the local 
market.

Last year, the 4th Agritec conference had 51 
percent agriculture farmers, 25 percent dairy 
and livestock farmers 20 percent dealers and 
distributors alike as well as embassy officials 
and association heads.

Agritec 
Africa inspire 

technology 
driven 

agriculture
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Regional News

Uganda pushed back a target of boost-
ing annual coffee output fivefold by 
a decade because it has taken lon-
ger than expected to introduce pro-

grammes needed to raise production.

The country now expects to reach a target of 
20-million 60kg bags a year by 2030 instead of 
2020, the ministry of agriculture has revealed. 

Though annual output currently totals about 

4-million bags, programmes related to better 
plantings and irrigation, as well as the applica-
tion of fertilisers, started later than expected, 
authorities said.

“We discovered that 2020 is too close, but the 
dream is on to ultimately achieve 20-million 
bags,” Christopher Kibazanga, minister of state 
for agriculture said.

Emmanuel Iyamulemye, Managing Director 

of the Uganda Coffee Development Authority 
said the nation plans to double production to 
8-million bags by 2020,

The country is distributing seedlings to grow-
ers, introducing high-yielding varieties and 
urging farmers to embrace the use of irrigation 
and crop nutrients. 

Indications are that the trees take about two to 
three years to start yielding.

Coffee production drops in Uganda
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As parthenium hysterophorus is fast 
spreading in several parts of countries 
within East African Community (EAC), 
efforts to contain it has brought to-

gether experts in the bloc.

The ECHO East Africa Impact Center in collab-
oration with other partners and community is 
working out ways of containing the killer plant.

Charles Bonaventure, the Technical Advisor 
with the East Africa Impact Centre recently 
told media that the weed has already found its 
way into Kagera region having wreaked havoc 
across Arusha, Kilimanjaro and Manyara re-
gions as well as in other EAC member states 
and ECHO is doing the best to mitigate the 
effects.

"At the moment though meetings with key 
leaders and stakeholders we have been finding 
ways out," said Bonaventure.

Bonaventure said the invasive weed is of neg-
ative global significance on agricultural and 
grazing lands, wildlife, human and animal 
health. 

In addition he highlighted that it has allelo-
pathic properties that inhibits the germination 
and growth of other plants.

Parthenium grows anywhere and invades ri-
parian zones, roadsides, along railways and 
in pastures, seasonal floodplains, grasslands, 
open woodlands, waste areas, disturbed sites, 
lawns, gardens and crops. It is particularly ag-
gressive in degraded or disturbed pastures in 
semi-arid environments.

"Arusha is currently the worst affected region 
in the country. Parthenium is considered to be 
the most important weed both in croplands 
and grazing areas by more than 50 per cent in 
some villages.”

Farmers are facing low harvest and dozens 
of animals have died from suspected grazing 
on parthenium in areas like Kwa Mkonoo and 
Mbuguni in the southern part of Arusha re-
gion," said the expert.

 Bonaventure said that to control the weed, it 
is recommended to pull out the plants before 
they flower, making sure to remove all of the 

root system to avoid re-growth from root rem-
nants, and burning of the weeds especially at 
household level and around the streets by use 
of lightweight long sleeved garments cotton 
gloves to avoid contact with the skin.

"ECHO has facilitated five 'pulling our parthe-
nium days' with the help of the stakeholders. 
ECHO has improvised with the use of cheap 
plastic bags instead of the market-purchased 
gloves.

“In collaboration with TPRI, Selian Agriculture 
Research Institute (SARI) and Wheaton College, 
ECHO shares best practices and information to 
other networks dealing with community includ-
ing hospitals and dispensaries around Arusha, 
such as the Regional Hospital and Aga Khan 
Hospital," he unveiled.

Currently, through the collaboration more than 
4,000 individuals have been made aware on 
the ill effects of parthenium and farmer-friendly 
ways of eradication. 

EAC bloc heightens fight 
against invasive weed
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Regional News

Tanzanian insurance stakeholders have 
mooted plans to introduce special in-
surance for farmers to enable small 
entrepreneurs in the sector to have a 

cushion against risks.

Imanueli Mnzava, the Deputy Diector of the 
Institute of Finance Management (IFM) recent-
ly said it was high time people in rural areas, 
comprising at least 70 per cent, benefitted from 
insurance.

Dr. Mnzava said many farmers were reluctant 
to engage in large scale farming over fears of 

losing their money in the event of floods or 
drought. 

"Our farmers fail to perform effectively because 
they are not ready to court risks. This is a prob-
lem that insurance companies have noted and 
will soon engage farmers in the business," he 
said.

He said the institute, in collaboration with other 
stakeholders, particularly the Tanzania Insur-
ance Brokers Association (TIBA) and Tanzania 
Insurance Regulatory Authority (TIRA) were set 
to embark on public awareness campaigns, 

countrywide.

Dr. Mnzava said the campaigns seems to be 
the best approach towards encouraging Tanza-
nian to go for insurance covers, citing the 2016 
insurance report which showed an increase of 
premium (insurance) by seven per cent.

Baghayo Saqware, TIRA Commissioner of In-
surance has applaued the move. Dr. Saqware 
said there was a need for stakeholders to con-
sistently come up with new ideas for empower-
ing the nation at large.

IFM in Tanzania lobby for 
farmers insurance scheme
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Organiser of the inaugural Farm-Tech 
Expo have promised to gather key 
stakeholders, retailers, agents, ser-
vice providers from across the entire 

agri value chain.

The outdoor farming expo taking place in Nai-
vasha from 12-13 September will draw together 
farmers from small to commercial scale into 
one arena to provide a unique outdoor and 
interactive buying platform for all agriculture 
professionals, from live crop trials and machin-
ery demonstrations to free-to-attend training 
workshops.

“We will have the same winning combination of 
technology, learning and networking at Farm-
Tech Expo Kenya - this has been the key to the 
success of Agritech Expo Zambia and helped 
it become a firm favourite on the regional agri 
calendar,” said Dominique de Lauwere, the 

event director of the inaugural Farm-Tech Expo 
Kenya.

The event organisers are Spintelligent, the 
multi-award-winning Cape Town-based organ-
iser of trade exhibitions and conferences across 
the continent.

Agritech Expo Zambia is one of its flagship 
events and has won several AAXO ROAR 
awards, including twice for Best Africa Bound 
Trade & Consumer Exhibition in the 12000+ 
sqm category.

In partnership with the Zambia National Farm-
ers Union (ZNFU) and GART, Agritech Expo 
Zambia has been a phenomenal success with 
consistent attendance of on average 18 000 
visitors (farmers of all scales) per year, 270 local 
and international exhibitors including sever-
al country pavilions and 150 members of the 

media.

Many of the longstanding partners of the 
Zambian event have already signed up to be 
in Naivasha in September, including CASE, Toy-
ota, John Deere, SAME, BASF, Chief Industries, 
Lindsay Africa, FarmCo, Mascor, Massey Fergu-
son, QBS, E.A.Seed, Trimble and Yara. The first 
country pavilion to be confirmed so far is from 
Poland and China are busy concluding their 
country pavilion.

“Kenya is a regional hub for East Africa and is 
therefore strategically very important for the 
region,” says Ian Allen, General Manager – Agri 
Mechanisation Department at CASE and Toyo-
ta Tsusho East Africa Ltd. (TTEA), gold sponsors 
at the inaugural Farm-Tech Expo Kenya, add-
ing: “food production is one of the major pillars 
identified, which the government will focus on 
in the next five years.”

Outdoor farming expo 
promises fireworks
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International News

security in areas of exceptionally high 
animal and human disease incidence,” 
said Lewis.

In addition, lack of access to high-
quality veterinary medicines and 
products and poor veterinary extension 
services in rural communities, leading 
to low medicalization rates and high 
disease incidence has also inspired 
Zoetis to kick off the project.

The challenges also spread to limited 
diagnostic infrastructure for animal 
disease detection and intervention, lack 
of education about animal health and 
farming business development and 
unregulated distributor supply networks 
resulting in fraudulent activity and 
unaffordable product prices for small-
holder farmers. 

“The needs and opportunities in Africa 
are great, however the challenges have 
to be acknowledged and only strong 
partners with local presence and 
support may bring sustainable and 
substantial change and impact to 
improve animal health and farming 
production,” said Lewis adding that the 
need for better diagnostic coverage and 
high quality products with affordable 
price is another key element for a 
successful approach.

Following this precise scanning of the 
region, Zoetis will use its existing 
business operations, animal health 
expertise and additional resources to 
develop veterinary laboratory networks 
and outreach services to increase the 
availability of local veterinary medicines 
and services.

issues; increasing the reliable supply of 
qua l i t y  ve te r i na ry  med ic ines ,  
diagnostics and services; engaging with 
local farmers and veterinarians to 
ensure sustainable solutions; and 
conducting dialogue with government 
stakeholders to understand local 
regulatory requirements.

WHY SUB-SAHARA AFRICA

Zoetis believes that Sub-Saharan Africa 
is home to some of the largest livestock 
populations in the world – amongst the 
highest densities of poor livestock 
keepers especially in the three 
countries selected.   

“Livestock are an essential asset to 
rural communities and the health of 
livestock is critical to achieving food 

We envisage that the A.L.P.H.A 
initiative will be a game-changer for 
the sub-Saharan Africa countries, 
enabling sustainable livestock 
production. 

With over fifty years direct presence in 
Egypt and South Africa, Zoetis has 
plans to reinforce its presence through 
an initiative - African Livestock 
Productivity and Health Advancement 
(A.L.P.H.A).

The initiative is to build sustainable 
veterinary diagnostic network and 
animal health infrastructure in Uganda, 
Nigeria and Ethiopia.

Sponsored to the tune of $14.4 million 
grant by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, the project's ultimately aim 
is to improve livestock health and 
positively impact farmer's livelihoods in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

“We envisage that the A.L.P.H.A 
initiative will be a game-changer for the 
sub-Saharan Africa countries, enabling 
additional investment to the region in 
the future. 

“Through the improvement of animal 
health and agriculture we strongly 
believe that enhanced livestock 
productivity will help contribute to the 
increased protein productivity required 
to feed the rapidly growing Southern 
Africa population by 2050,” said Clint 
Lewis, Zoetis Executive President and 
President International Operations. 

In the first year one of this three-year 
in i t i a t i ve ,  Zoe t i s  has  a l ready  
established infrastructure required to 
run the program, including hiring a team 
to address regulatory and technical 

Zoetis makes move to 
transform animal health in Africa
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According to Drees Beekman, senior Vice President Benelux and Africa at 
Zoetis, these will implement sustainable disease diagnostics; and strengthen 
local veterinary expertise. 

“Access to medicines and technology will help farmers raise healthier animals 
and secure more sustainable revenue, which is critical to the economic 
development of the region and well-being of its population.”

So far Zoetis established the main hubs and basic infrastructure required and 
hiring a team on the ground on the targeted beneficiary countries to address 
regulatory and technical issues.

This is to increase the reliable supply of quality veterinary medicines, 
diagnostics and services. 

Above all Zoetis has been engaging with local farmers and veterinarians to 
ensure sustainable solutions; developing veterinary laboratory networks and 
conducting dialogue with government stakeholders to understand local 
requirements and needs, including regulatory issues.

For example, Zoetis submitted registrations for 17 vaccines in Uganda and 
once approved, they will offer a large range of solutions for disease prevention 
in poultry and livestock. Zoetis has also applied for product registration in 
Ethiopia and Nigeria.  To amplify its networks Zoetis entered into agreements 
with certified distributors in Nigeria and Uganda to improve the accessibility of 
veterinary medicines and technical services where they are needed. 

On the other hand Zoetis established a third party validation agreement with 
the University of Surrey (UK) to demonstrate the return on investment of 
enhanced animal health for local communities.

 “In collecting epidemiological data and processing it into a large scale study, 
the University of Surrey will provide scientific methodology and expertise to 
the three year initiative.”

Lewis says Uganda, Nigeria and Ethiopia  serve as starting phase for the roll-
out of ALPHA into other East and West African countries where Zoetis is 
already present to benefit from initial learning.

“This innovative approach will advance livestock health and productivity in 
Africa through the increased availability of veterinary medicines and services, 
and through the implementation of a sustainable disease diagnostics 
infrastructure. 

“With the development of veterinary laboratory hubs (VLH) and Outreach 
Services (OS) incorporated into Zoetis business hubs in Ethiopia, Nigeria and 
Uganda we can learn how to expend to other markets in the future,” said 
Lewis.

Apart from the ALPHA project Zoetis works with local distributors in countries 
like Kenya, Zambia, Zimbabwe and sees great opportunities for growth 
especially in poultry and dairy cattle. 

Major Objectives 

About A.L.P.H.A. Initiative 

1. Organization of outreach services for rural 
communities to improve medicalization rates 
of livestock, and deliver community 
education regarding animal disease to 
demonstrate the potential of animal health to 
maximize profitability of smallholder farming.

2. Improved availability of veterinary medicines 
through product registration to extend the 
number of veterinary interventions available 
to treat livestock diseases;

3. Investment into the development of a 
certified local distributor network, using 
distributor training to ensure correct and 
responsible veterinary product use;

4. Adaption of product packaging and volume 
to ensure product affordability and 
practicality for the smallholder market;

5. Provision of a fully operational, sustainable 
diagnostic infrastructure delivered in 
conjunction with local partners to improve 
the correct diagnosis of major livestock 
production diseases and increase correct 
and responsible use of  veterinary products. 

6. Support and develop local veterinary 
associations with continued professional 
development and business training courses;

7. Outcomes research driven by 
epidemiological studies to demonstrate the 
return on investment of animal health for 
local communities, with results 
communicated in educational resources 
designed for maximum accessibility for local 
farmers

Ÿ This unique and exciting initiative is a joint 
program between Zoetis and the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation  called the 
African Livestock Productivity and Health 
Advancement (A.L.P.H.A.)   that will last for 
3 years

Ÿ Under this partnership, Zoetis will use its 
existing business operations, animal health 
expertise to develop veterinary laboratory 
networks and outreach services to increase 
the availability of local veterinary medicines 
and services; implement sustainable 
disease diagnostics; and strengthen local 
veterinary expertise. 

Ÿ The access to medicines and technology 
will help farmers raise healthier animals 
and secure more sustainable revenue, 
which is critical to the economic 
development of the region and well-being 
of its population

Ÿ Zoetis will collaborate with governmental 
authorities, local veterinary associations, 
national and international NGOs, farmer 
associations and the private sector to 
maximize its ability to positively impact the 
region towards  longer-term sustainable 
business model and animal health 
infrastructure for livestock farmers in the 
Sub-Saharan Africa region and in particular 
in Uganda, Nigeria and Ethiopia 

Ÿ The combination of Zoetis' leadership in 
animal health and the Gates Foundation's 
experience in forging broad collaborations 
in emerging markets will allow us to 
accelerate the advancement of animal 
health in the region.
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Technology News

As part of efforts to create insights to 
help farmers make better decisions, 
Techno Brain in collaboration with 
Microsoft Corporation has launched a 

digital agriculture platform for Africa.

The platform is aimed at helping farmers im-
prove their crop yields as well as increase the 
income.

According to the partners, the technology 
solutions being offered will collect data, farm 
location using Global Positioning System (GPS) 
coordinates, expected rainfall and weather 
patterns, land type and soil nutrition before 
processing the information on intelligent cloud.

The initiative is projected to help vulnerable 
smallholder farmers that are affected by con-

stant climate change.  

Statistics indicate that in sub-Saharan Africa, 
more than 90 of farmed land rely on rain-fed 
agriculture and face risks that are otherwise 
beyond their control.

Meanwhile, Microsoft is working with govern-
ment and enterprises in India to help small 
holder farmers that are dependent on rain-fed 
agriculture. 

The scheme is also being extended to Africa, 
with pilot projects starting in Malawi and Tan-
zania. 

These are in partnership with National Small-
holder Farmers Association of Malawi (NAS-
FAM) and ETG Farmers Foundation, respec-
tively.

The initiative will see farmers receive insights 
on mobile via short message service (SMS) and 
voice platforms. 

The insights include best crops to plant as well 
as the optimal sowing week. In bid to prevent 
losses, the farmers will also get pest growth 
alerts and adverse weather notices.  

Included in the package is market information 
and farming tips that are developed in collabo-
ration with other knowledge partners and Afri-
can Governments.

Anand Mohan, Techno Brain’s Chief Operating 
Officer said that the initiative will come to the 
aid of many African economies which rely pri-
marily on agriculture to boost their economy.  

Microsoft, Techno Brain launches 
a digital agriculture platform
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When most of his fellow farmers are 
complaining about plummeting 
yields due to lack of rain, Patrick 
Mukuna is enjoying bumper har-

vests of onions and kale, thanks to his invest-
ment in simple water harvesting technology.

The 51 year-old has a five-acre farm in Munyu, 
Nakuru County, where he grows a variety of 
crops for sale.

“I dug a water pan about seven years ago. It 
resembles a lined pons and collects and stores 
runoff rainwater, which I use for irrigation,” 
Mukuna said.

His pan has a capacity of 400 cubic metres, but 
he uses 1,000 litres a week.

He adds that he’s guaranteed constant water 
supply throughout the year, which enables him 
to run a solid crop production enterprise, which 
is his source of income and food security.

“I first pump the dam water into a tank before 
pumping it to drip pipes on the farm, “offers 
Mukuna, who uses a solar water pump to min-
imise operation costs.

“In a week, I earn at least Sh4,000 from vege-
table sales,” he  says. “I plan my farming in such 
a way that  I harvest different crops throughout 
the year.”

Also boasting a water pan is Kariuki Wachira, 
who says digging one is laborious, so the and 
35 of his neighbours  formed group to help 
each other with the digging. 

“It took us almost a week to dig a pan in every 
homestead, “he offers, adding that as a result, 
they do not experience water problems even 
during severe droughts.

 “The ultra-heat treated polythene paper costs 
more than Sh30,000, which many of us can-
not afford, so we approached the World Wide 
Fund for nature (WWF), which gave us the 
sheets  and manual water pumps,” said Kariuki.

Water scarcity is one of the major challeng-
es to sustainable food production the world 
over, and climate change experts warn that it 
will only get worse as the world’s population 
continues rising. But local farmers can alleviate 
this situation by investing in water harvesting 
technologies and irrigation.

Kenya’s per capita water is less than 600 cu-
bic metres, which is below the global threshold 
of 1,000, making it one of the chronically wa-
ter-scarce nations.

But a recent study by the World Agroforestry 
Centre (Icraf ) and the United Nations Environ-
mental Programme (Unep) shows that Kenya’s 
rainwater potential is above 350 billion cubic 

metres, which raises hope for local farmers if 
they invest in rain-water harvesting.

While most farmers in the country have re-
sources such as land and water, their productiv-
ity remains low due to inefficient water storage 
or application, experts say.

As a result, organisations such as the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), the National 
Irrigation Board,  Icraf, World Vision and the 
Netherlands Development Organisation (SNV) 
have come up with  initiatives to enable farm-
ers to harvest rainwater to cushion them from 
water stress.

But Kenya’s water problem is challenging: if 
millions are not threatened by severe drought, 
they are fighting to remain afloat amid raging 
floods.

“If captured and managed, this water is enough 
to support 233 million people, or close to five 
times the current population of Kenya,” said 
Icraf water management expert Maimbo Male-
suduring the launch 
of the Billion Dollar 
Business Alliance.

The alliance is a pro-
gramme created by 
the government in 
conjunction with a 
number organisation 
to increase per-cap-
ita water storage 
from less than 100 
cubic metres in 2017 
to a potential 7,400 
cubic metres by 
2030.

Globally, agriculture 
uses around 70 per 
cent of the freshwa-
ter supply. But water 
sources are increas-
ingly under threat. 
Rivers, lakes and 
aquifers are drying 
up or becoming 
too polluted for use. 
More than half of 
the world’s wetlands 
have disappeared 
due to human ac-
tivities and climate 
change, according 
to WWF.

Meanwhile, Con-
versation, an online 
forum where experts 
and researchers 
publish their reports, 
says increasing 

the amount of water availalbe for agriculture 
through water storage from field to reservoir is 
part of the solution.

Farmers will increasingly need to rely on water 
storage as part of the adaptation agenda, says 
Jeremy Bird, the managing director of the In-
ternational Water Management Institute.

Increasing yield per unit of water used will be 
critical for agricultural adaptation. New efficient 
irrigation technologies such as drip and sprin-
kler irrigation are already showing considerable 
promise, he adds.

“It is important to increase investment in a 
range of water storage techniques, including 
banking groundwater during the wet season, 
harvesting rainwater and storing water in the 
ground by conserving soil moisture,” Bird says.

Victor Gitonga, a water engineer at SNV, says 
they have rolled out a four-year programme to 
help more than 20,000 farmers in five counties 
access smart water harvesting technologies

Water harvesting technology 
boost farmers’ yields

abchansenafrica.co.za
yokulima.co.za

+27 12 803 0036     info@abchansen.co.za

But Kenya’s water problem is challenging: if millions are not threatened 
by severe drought, they are fighting to remain afloat amid raging floods.
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New Israel agric-tech company – Sail-
log has quickly reached international 
success following receiving recog-
nition at the 2018 India Israel Global 

Innovation Challenge. 

Saillog is a startup leveraging artificial intelli-
gence algorithms to manage plant diseases 
and pests. 

The co-creation summit showcased pioneering 
startups in the fields of agriculture, clean wa-
ter, and healthcare and was broadcasted live 

throughout India and on social media outlets. 

“It is a great honour to be recognized by the 
Indian and Israeli governments. 

We at Saillog seek to continue being a part of 
ending global food insecurity and hope this 
achievement brings us closer to farmers world-
wide,” said Nessi Benishti Saillog’s Chief Execu-
tive Officer.

Saillog develops numerous products providing 
technology solutions for disease and pest man-
agement. 

In 2017, Saillog launched Agrio, a smartphone 
app that is available in nine languages and has 
quickly generated a global presence among 
small-scale farmers, large-scale farmers, and 
home gardeners.

Saillog was created by Nessi Benishti who has 
a Ph.D. in Theoretical Physics from Oxford Uni-
versity, cofounded Augmedics in 2014, and is 
now utilizing his expertise in computer vision 
and artificial intelligence to provide solutions to 
the agricultural sector. 

Tech savvy agriculture start-up 
receive international recognition

Technology News
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Feature

By CAROLINE MWONGERA*

When Ugandan farmer Eveline 
Aryemo first tried the NABE 15 
improved bean variety, she did 
not know that this seed contained 

superior abilities to not only tolerate drought 
conditions and diseases common in her farm 
but also triple yields.

The seed was promoted by the Internation-
al Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) and 
Uganda’s National Agricultural Research Or-
ganisation (NARO) together with partners. A 
truly “climate-smart” technology, the drought 
tolerant variety has helped Eveline meet mar-
ket demands and to farm in challenging cli-
mate conditions.

NABE15 cooks faster than most of the other 
commercial varieties and thus requires less 
firewood, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and saves time for women to engage in oth-
er activities.  When grown in drought-stressed 
environments it is more productive compared 
to other varieties, which assures women farm-
ers of a surplus for sale and hence income for 
home expenses such as purchase of other food 
items to diversify the family meals.

Farmers in Africa - big and small - know they 
need to get climate-smart in this way. Hunger 
still stalks the continent, and climate change is 
a key culprit for low productivity. Africa’s ability 
to feed itself hinges on investment in adapting 
to these conditions, and minimizing agricul-
ture’s own contribution to climate change, as 
Eveline has done.

But where will this investment come from? 
Impacts from climate change on people in 
sub-Saharan Africa are expected to be some 
of the greatest compared to other regions by 
2100, yet the continent currently only receives 
5 per cent of climate funding.

The answer is to identify the technologies that 
are actually going to pay off for African farm-
ers – quite literally. By analysing what will work 
in which region, we can remove the risk that 

makes investment in African agriculture so 
daunting.

Scientists at the International Center for Trop-
ical Agriculture have led an effort to produce 
detailed guides on the status of and opportu-
nities for investment in climate-smart agricul-
ture (CSA) in fourteen African countries. These 
profiles provide, for the first time, a scientific 
framework to guide future CSA financing in Af-
rica and de-risk investment in the sector.

We not only analysed the approaches that will 
work in each country, but also provide recom-
mendations on how to develop the technical, 
policy and investment conditions to achieve 
sustainable agricultural development for food 
security under climate change.

A new climate for business opportunities

In addition to on-farm interventions like Eve-
line’s super bean, options exist to make entire 
food systems more climate-smart and profit-
able at the same time.

Take the dairy industry, for example. As tem-
peratures rise, quality sources of animal feed 
decline. But scientists have found that im-
proved feed, such as the drought-tolerant 
brachiaria grass have an additional benefit of 
boosting milk production by up to 40 per cent. 

When animals are more productive, the carbon 
emissions associated with their production of a 
unit of meat and milk go down. 

The business of producing brachiaria grass in 
South America is worth US$ 600 million. We 
are now working towards bringing commercial 
production of the grass to Africa, starting in 
Zambia. This will not only provide a huge eco-
nomic opportunity, but also contribute to food 
security and climate change targets.

The provision of services such as weather infor-
mation and insurance programs are also being 
shown to pay off.

ACRE (Agriculture and Climate Risk Enterprise) 

is the largest agricultural insurance program in 
sub-Saharan Africa. ACRE’s offers a wide range 
of products, including insurance linked to agri-
cultural credit from Micro-Finance Institutions 
(MFIs), and a product that links insurance to a 
replanting guarantee by a seed company. 

The insurance premium is incorporated into 
the price of a bag of maize seed. Each bag 
contains a scratch card with a code that is tex-
ted to ACRE at planting time to start coverage 
against drought. Each farm is monitored using 
satellite imagery for 21 days. If the index is trig-
gered, farmers are automatically paid via the 
M-Pesa mobile phone platform. 

The indexes that ACRE uses for its insurance 
projects are based on several data sources 
including solar powered automated weather 
stations, satellite rainfall measurements, and 
government area yield statistics. ACRE has 
200,000 farmer clients in Kenya, Tanzania and 
Rwanda. Insured farmers have invested 19 per 
cent more in farm productivity, resulting in 16 
per cent more earnings compared to their un-
insured neighbours.

The bottom line of our research is that no mat-
ter how big or small agricultural enterprises in 
Africa are, they are businesses. Just as with all 
business expansion plans, a risk analysis must 
be performed before investment can be in-
creased.

Our CSA profiles provide the science to give 
donors the confidence to invest in African agri-
culture, demonstrating the best bets for a pay-
off – not just in terms of increased profits for 
farmers but in terms of climate change adapta-
tion and mitigation as well.

We believe that if new investment can be un-
locked for African agriculture, the continent 
can be on its way to being both future-proof, 
and food secure.

*Dr. Caroline Mwongera is a farming systems & 
climate change scientist with the International 
Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT).

Which climate-smart 
technologies will pay 

off for African farmers? 
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By ADIL EL YOUSSEFI*

Artificial intelligence offers the promise 
of transforming agriculture in ways 
that could save over 815 million peo-
ple, or 11 percent of the world’s pop-

ulation, from hunger: most especially in Africa, 
where the sector accounts for 32 percent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) and two-thirds 
of employment. 

Currently, three-quarters of Africa’s farmers 
practicse traditional farming techniques that 
deliver low yields, despite agriculture being 
their main source of livelihood.

But, to illustrate the change that is possible, 
app developers, such as Kenyan botanist and 
biochemist, Samuel Kamya, are delivering new 
solutions that could lift the continent’s agricul-
tural output. Kamya’s app, Eska, detects crop 
diseases and deficiencies in soils of vital nu-
trients such as phosphorus. The app enables 
Kenyan farmers to send photos of their crops 
using a smartphone’s back camera and, instan-
taneously, diagnosing the health of the crop 
and any issues with pests or diseases, and dis-
plays the results on their phone’s screen.

This is just one of the many new ways in which 
software and smartphones are being used to 
apply artificial intelligence in overcoming pest 
infestation, attacks by diseases, and nutrient 
deficiencies, in order to increase farm produc-
tion.

Farmers are also, increasingly, using sensors 
and soil samples to gather data. This data is 
then stored in on-farm management systems 
that allow for better processing and analysis.

Typical has been a coffee traceability solution 
that has been launched in Ethiopia, based on 
mobile technology, analytics and the Internet 
of Things. The solution is now tracking as many 
as five million bags of coffee through all stages 
of the supply chain, helping firms achieve fair 
trade and organic certification for their prod-
ucts.

The system has been a major boost for the 
coffee industry in Ethiopia, enabling farmers to 
better compete in the international coffee mar-
ket and lifting Ethiopian coffee exports.

AI is also set to reduce the high levels of repeti-
tive and physical work that drain resources and 
that have deterred many in the younger gener-

ation from farming 
in Africa.

In this, drones are 
now being used 
ever more widely 
to collect farming 
data, which has 
been found to be 
93 percent accu-
rate, yet the drones 
can collect the 
same amount of 
data in 10 minutes 
that it previously 
took farmers eight 
hours to collect on 
foot.

This data collection 
is leading directly 
to higher outputs. 
Typical is the aerial 
view platform de-
veloped by South 
African company 
Aerobatics, using 
AI, satellites and 
drones. The plat-
form uses drone 
imagery to map 
regions and indi-
vidual crop rows 
of stressed plants, 
from which the 
system’s analytics 
identify problem 
areas.

The platform is be-
ing used by farmers 
in Malawi, Mozam-

bique and Zimbabwe, as well as South Africa, 
and recently enabled sugar farmers in South 
Africa to detect crop problems early enough to 
prevent up to 20 percent of crop failures.

The possibility that lies ahead is for machines 
that solve problems through physical interac-
tions within an environment. Although such 
machines are yet to arrive in African agricul-
ture in a big way, they offer the hope of vastly 
improved soil management and better coping 
strategies in the face of droughts.

Agriculture in Kenya and other sub-Saharan 
countries is also faced with multiple challenges 
in accessing infrastructure and markets, as well 
as in storage facilities, marketing, and even in 
access to information, which drives better prac-
tices and choices of inputs.

In this, stakeholders across the public and 
private sector, including Liquid Telecom, have 
been providing support to tech start-ups and 
agricultural organisations to further promote 
agricultural success.

An example is Liquid Telecom’s high-speed 
connection across Kenya’s agricultural research 
institute KALRO, which has allowed it to devel-
op and use new applications and software to 
accelerate research results and deliver informa-
tion directly to farmers.

In this, Kenya’s advancement in technology, 
high smartphone penetration, and widespread 
internet access are laying the framework for 
rapid progress in agricultural ICT and AI.

Progressively, the options to run sensors and 
IoT devices are expanding with the growth of 
low power Wide Area Networks, which con-
sume much less power than traditional GSM 
SIM card-based communications.

The recent partnership by Liquid Telecom 
Kenya and the Strathmore University Business 
School to launch a new data analytics centre 
focused on data-driven research and practices 
for African businesses adds another precursor 
to the much greater use of AI in agriculture.

The prospect is for early detection of wither-
ing crops that automatically triggers irrigation 
systems of reduced labour and transport costs 
as drones take over and sustain a conducive 
environment, and additional monitoring of the 
use of farming chemicals and optimising input 
costs.

In understanding the potential impact of all 
these technologies, examples are beginning to 
abound. When Nature Sweet in the US adopt-
ed AI to monitor its tomatoes, it increased its 
harvest by four percent in the very first harvest.

For Africa, artificial intelligence offers the hope 
of multiple food security solutions and a more 
productive sector continent-wide.

*ADIL EL YOUSSEFI is chief executive officer 
of Liquid Telecom Kenya.

Artificial intelligence 
revolutionising agro
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• KASUJJA ABDU, UGANDAN POULTRY 
FARMER

• DR. OKOTH OCHOLA GODFREY, REP-
RESENTING THE UGANDAN VETER-
INARY ASSOCIATION AND VETERI-
NARY WEALTH SAVINGS AND CREDIT 
COOPERATIVE ORGANISATION

• DR ATEDU PIUS, ZOETIS FIELD VETER-
INARIAN FOR A.L.P.H.A.

In a hotel in Kampala, Uganda, a group of 
farmers, veterinarians and key livestock 
stakeholders are gathered to discuss import-
ant challenges facing animal health in the 

region, and explore ideas to tackle these in a 
holistic and sustainable way. 

The roundtable meeting they are attending is 
being run by animal health company Zoetis, 
with a focus on the three main themes of the 
African Livestock Productivity and Health Ad-
vancement (A.L.P.H.A.) initiative* – veterinary 
medicines and service provision, training and 
education, and veterinary diagnostic network 
development.

Funded by a $14.4 million grant from the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation, A.L.P.H.A. is a 
three-year initiative that sees Zoetis providing 
and coordinating on-the-ground support and 
expertise in each country. One year into the 
project, the company has facilitated the estab-
lishment of the main hubs and basic framework 
required to ultimately improve animal health 
and positively impact on the livelihoods of 
farmers in sub-Saharan Africa.

“We have made good progress and have been 
applying our learnings to achieve pioneering 
results in our first project year,” says Dr Gabriel 
Varga, Regional Director Africa for Zoetis, and 
the leader of the project.

The outcome of this local event – aimed at 
improving animal health, increasing produc-
tion and boosting the incomes of smallholder 
farmers – will help the A.L.P.H.A. team refine its 
strategy and better understand what is needed 
to facilitate change in Uganda. 

Operations lead for the Uganda Zoetis 
A.L.P.H.A. Initiative, Jeremiah Karuga, says live-
stock are an essential asset to rural commu-
nities, and their health is critical to achieving 

food security in regions where there is a high 
incidence of livestock and human disease. 

“There are serious constraints to livestock 
farming and severe limitations in the animal 
health sector overall,” he says.

“These include lack of access to high-quality 
veterinary medicines and products; poor vet-
erinary extension services in rural communities 
and limited diagnostic infrastructure for animal 
disease detection and intervention.

“To ensure rising food and nutrient needs are 
met, livestock farming productivity must be im-
proved.”

The A.L.P.H.A. initiative brings together veteri-
narians, producers, suppliers and farmers, with 
the aim of establishing sustainable veterinary 
diagnostic networks and animal health infra-
structures in Uganda, Nigeria and Ethiopia.

Zoetis has built a team to address regulatory 
and technical issues, increase the supply and 
reliability of quality veterinary medicines, di-
agnostics and services, and engage with local 
farmers, veterinarians and government stake-
holders to understand local needs and develop 
sustainable solutions.

For poultry farmer Kasujja Abdu, who attend-
ed a recent seminar in Kampala to learn about 
new ways to control and identify coccidiosis 
safely through feed, the A.L.P.H.A. initiative 
means being able to access good-quality vet-
erinary medicines and services, as well as prac-
tical training.  

“A.L.P.H.A has helped farmers with training, 
which will provide us with more knowledge 
about how we can keep our poultry, and how 
we can prevent infections on our farms. It has 
also benefited the local community through 
increased access to good veterinary medicine, 
training and services.”

Dr Atedu Pius, Zoetis Field Veterinarian for 
A.L.P.H.A., says the challenges facing poultry 
vets in Uganda are primarily the lack of diag-
nostic tools, which leaves most vets with the 
options of basic guess work, assumptions and 
post-mortem reports to reach a diagnosis. 

“We also lack the appropriate medication for 
all the disease conditions in Uganda,” he says.

“The A.L.P.H.A. initiative has brought back con-
fidence within the veterinary community. For 
poultry vets, it has provided tools they can use 
with confidence to approach farmers in the 
community with real solutions.”

Dr. Okoth Ochola Godfrey, representing the 
Ugandan Veterinary Association and Veter-
inary Wealth Savings and Credit Cooperative 
Organisation, says the importance of A.L.P.H.A. 
cannot be overemphasised, as it offers expe-
rience based on better-developed veterinary 
practices, superior technological information 
and diagnostics, and husbandry practices.

“The initiative is helping vets by providing them 
with a greater understanding of available med-
icines. Currently there are many products on 
the market, but vets don’t know how to use 
them because they don’t have enough litera-
ture.

“Also, Uganda does not have enough laborato-
ries in all regions and districts, so when we have 
better distribution of laboratories, networking 
and sharing information, vets will benefit by 
providing the right diagnosis and getting farm-
ers the right service, at the right time.”

Over the past year, Zoetis has been working 
to increase the reliable supply of quality veteri-
narian medicines by submitting registrations in 
Uganda for poultry and livestock vaccines and 
has applied for product registrations in Ethiopia 
and Nigeria.

For Dr. Varga, seeing first-hand the dire ani-
mal health situation in sub-Saharan Africa, has 
meant working on all possible fronts to quick-
ly establish the framework for success of the 
A.L.P.H.A. initiative. 

“Key to our approach is the ownership we can 
create with veterinarians, authorities, distribu-
tors and farmers, which starts with awareness, 
education and training. Looking ahead we will 
continue to build the infrastructure needed to 
improve animal health and productivity across 
the sub-Saharan region.”

Zoetis marked the anniversary with the 
production of a short video which can be 
viewed at: 

https://vimeo.com/ketchumstudios/re-
view/264652850/72f80384fa

Zoetis initiative improves animal 
health for Uganda’s farming and 

veterinary communities
“Also, Uganda does not have enough laboratories in all regions and districts, so when 
we have better distribution of laboratories, networking and sharing information, vets 
will benefit by providing the right diagnosis and getting farmers the right service, at 

the right time.”
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The long-running trade dispute between 
Kenya and Tanzania has come to an 
end, following a bilateral meeting be-
tween the two states.

The development will see Kenya-made goods 
such as textiles, which had been denied prefer-
ential access, get to the Tanzanian market with 
much ease. Authorities in Kenya recently held 
talks with Tanzania to resolve the standoff.

 “The two partner states have called for effec-
tive and timely implementation of agreements 
made during bilateral meetings with a view to 
ease the flow of goods and services,” said the 
two states in a joint communique.

Tanzania has been Kenya’s second largest mar-
ket in the region after Uganda, providing an 
export market for a range of products that 
include palm oil, soap, medical drugs, cook-
ing fats, iron sheets, sugar confectionery and 
margarine.

Kenya’s exports to Tanzania dropped 34 per 
cent in the first five months of the year to 
Sh4.35 billion raising concerns over negative 
impacts of the long-running trade standoff.

Kenya’s textile products had been denied pref-
erential access to the Tanzanian market with 
Dar arguing that the textiles are manufactured 
at the Export Promotion Zones (EPZs) and are 

not subjected to duty, hence cannot compete 
favourably with local products.

Tanzania also argued that the fact that Nairobi 
allowed manufacturers at the EPZs to offload 
their final textile products in the local market 
had hindered similar goods from Tanzania from 
being competitive in the Kenyan market.

Nairobi allows EPZ firms to sell up to 20 per 
cent of their products in the Kenyan market.

The meeting resolved that provisions of an East 
African Community (EAC) legal notice should 
be enforced to allow Kenya’s textile to enjoy 
preferential treatment.

Kenya, Tanzania trade 
dispute solved

 “The two partner states have called for effective and timely implementation 
of agreements made during bilateral meetings with a view to ease the flow of 

goods and services,” said the two states in a joint communique.
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