
East African Agrinews | October -December 2018 1www.eastafrican-agrinews.com

Volume 5 / Issue 15     US $ 4.30 October - December 2018

Capital boost to 
spur agriculture 

cross-border trade

IN
SI

D
E 

TH
IS

 IS
SU

E

EIMA 2018 focus on 
Africa, Asia and the 
United States  9

Gates Foundation spur 
Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda 
livestock  11

More accurate data to 
inform policy-makers   
  18



 Advanced panel

FREE!
with

 internet control.*

*Free subscription included for the first 24 months.

Order a new Agrico centre pivot
with a Premium control panel and get an upgrade.

More than 100 years’ serviceContact details:  Alfred Andrag | c: 082 824 1214
t: 021 950 4111 | f: 021 950 4208 | alfred.andrag@agrico.co.za

Aliwal North | Bellville | Bethlehem | Bloemfontein | Caledon | Ceres | Christiana | Cradock | Estcourt | George | Hartswater | Humansdorp | Kakamas | Kimberley | Kroonstad  
Lichtenburg | Lusaka | Nelspruit | Nigel | Nylstroom | Pietermaritzburg | Piketberg | Rawsonville | Tzaneen | Upington | Vredendal | Wellington

Sales and Service with branches across Southern Africa:



Cobb_East African Agrinews October 2018  19/09/2018  12:45  Page 1



Contents
Editorial Comment
Stone aged batter-trade ensured food security  : ...................................................... 6

Cover Story
Capital boost to spur agriculture cross-border trade : ...................................................... 7

Business, Companies & Markets
Bologna’s EIMA new products competition booming : ...................................................... 8
EIMA 2018 focus on Africa, Asia and the United States : ...................................................... 9

Regional News
Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda benefit from AfDB pest control project : ................................................. 10
Gates Foundation spur Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda livestock : ...................................................... 11
Katavi fertiliser warehouse to relieve farmers  : ...................................................... 12
Leverage on big data to meet Kenya’s food needs  : ...................................................... 13
Tanzania, Vietnam collaborate on agriculture-seafood  : ...................................................... 14
Uganda farmers want subsidize agricultural equipment : ...................................................... 15

International News
How insects can help fight hunger in the world  : ...................................................... 16
Erik Visser, Chief Executive Officer of Nutriad.   : ...................................................... 17

Technology News
More accurate data to inform policy-makers   : ...................................................... 18
The benefits of creep feeding kids   : ...................................................... 19

International News
Sicit 2000 Aminoacids & Peptides   : ...................................................... 22
More irrigation, less migration    : ...................................................... 24

www.eastafrican-agrinews.com



East African Agrinews | October -December 2018 5www.eastafrican-agrinews.com

Agriculture expected to drive integration   : ...................................................... 25
Zoetis’ ALPHA initiative advances livestock health in 
Nigeria and Uganda     : ...................................................... 26

Publisher
Evans Mumba

General Manager
Arnold Chinyemba

Editor 
Andrew Maramwidze 

Associate Editor
Andrew Miti

Editorial Contributor(s) 
Esnala Banda

Potipher Tembo
Obert Simwanza

Jeffrey Sinkamba
Sam Phiri

Graphics and Productions 
Merlin Wilson (Pty) Ltd 

Rekai Musari Mutisi– Layout 

Advertisement Sales 
Precious Chimbuchimbu

Agnes Mumba
Chilopa Majorie Kasoma

Doris Likonde
Dowell Sichitalwe 

Don Chulu
Nkosilathi Mudiyi

Musa Chigiji

Joseph Nyirenda
Michael Chiku Mondoloka

Joshua Chibwe

TANZANIA
Old Bagamoyo Road, Mayfair Plaza Mini Mall,

Office Suite 105/106
P.O Box 75564 Da Es Salaam, Tanzania

Tel: +255 767 658840 | 768 189602
Fax: +255 798 465530

KENYA 
Old Airport Road, Nairobi , Kenya

Tel: +254 717 939 214
info@eastafrican-agrinews.com

East African Agrinews | October -December 2018 5www.eastafrican-agrinews.com



6 East African Agrinews | October -December 2018 www.eastafrican-agrinews.com

Editorial Comment

Editor : Andrew Maramwidze

Regional integration is one aspect that 
leaders are fighting for, to help improve 
the livelihoods of the bloc’s citizenry and 
economies.

With looming food security threats, regional 
agriculture efforts have potential to thwart the 
danger.

News that a financial institution is about to pro-
vide innovative supply chain finance solutions 
to small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) 
is to boost 20 agri-SMEs with working capital 
and enhance cross-border trade on the bloc is 

Stone aged batter-trade 
ensured food security

welcome development.

Traditional neighbours have always assisted 
each other with batter trade of surplus grain

Sourcing of funds by East Africa Trade and In-
vestment Hub to revive trade of agriculture en-
trepreneurs on the bloc is applauded.

Already active in Kenya and Uganda and look-
ing to start operations in Tanzania shortly, 
the initiative is helping emerging agriculture 
SMEs manage cash-flow, stress caused by un-
matched payable and receivables.

The modern way of doing business is what our 
agriculture sector needs, however challenges 
such between processors, farmers and other 
stakeholders should be ironed out to reduce.

We hope that FACTS’ a highly disciplined sup-
ply chain finance model, should address the 
liquidity problems faced by the so called ‘miss-
ing middle’ who are not able to access direly 
needed funding from commercial banks or mi-
crofinance institutions.

FACTS’ forecasting models show that SMEs can 

grow two to three times faster with adequate 
working capital.

 With traditional financial institutions barely 
addressing the needs of Agro-businesses and 
SMEs in general, indeed there is a need and 
place for alternative financiers who are willing 
to support this very important group of entre-
preneurs. 

As the initiative boost the agriculture sector, 
food security in the region, it also props up in-
tegration, only countries that share be it ideas 
and others have the potential to conquer chal-
lenges.

The FACTS programme is a welcome develop-
ment and should be fully supported and given 
an opportunity to blossom.

Enjoy this last edition from our team for the 
year 2018, enjoy the Christmas holiday and let 
your New Year be a prosperous one.

Remember to share comments, enquiries 
and others on drewmara@mail.com

Cheers!
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in East Africa. If interested, please contact 
info@tonisity.com for further information.

Order Now!

Tonisity.com
orders@tonisity.com
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Cover Story

FACTS have signed a grant agreement 
with the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) East Af-
rica Trade and Investment Hub geared 

towards supporting agriculture entrepreneurs 
with working capital to grow their businesses.

The financial institution that provides innova-
tive supply chain finance solutions to Small and 
Medium sized Enterprises (SMEs) is to boost 20 
agri-SMEs with working capital and enhance 
cross-border trade

 Active in Kenya and Uganda and looking to 
start operations in Tanzania shortly,  FACTS is 
focused on helping emerging SMEs manage 
cash-flow stress caused by unmatched payable 
and receivables.

Generally, in the Agriculture sector, processors 
are required to pay suppliers(farmers) cash-
at-the-gate to ensure consistent deliveries, 
whereas on the sales side, the business has 
off-takers who may stretch payment to 90 days 
or more.

Through a highly disciplined supply chain fi-
nance model, FACTS seeks to address the li-
quidity problems faced by the so called ‘miss-
ing middle’ who are not able to access direly 
needed funding from commercial banks or 
microfinance institutions.

“Forecasting models show that SMEs can grow 
2 to 3 times faster with adequate working cap-
ital”, says Maarten Susan (Regional Director of 
FACTS).

“Our solutions are designed to address the 
precise cash flow requirements of SMEs and 
help them fulfill their true potential.  Additional-
ly, FACTS makes use of technology to enhance 
operations and this has gone a long way to 
ensure that we provide our clients with effi-
cient and quick turn-around financing times”, 
he adds.

Meanwhile the Hub’s funding is structured as a 
technical assistance programme which is called 
Moving Frontiers – and will boost the work that 
FACTS already does with the SMEs.  

With assistance from the Hub, FACTS will con-
duct a two-prong survey with both financial 
institutions and SMEs to shed more light on 
how FIs can support Agro-businesses through 
supply chain finance, whilst at the same time 
documenting the challenges faced by SMEs in 
accessing finance for working capital. 

As part of this programme, FACTS will source 
its own funds to sign-up and support at least 
20 Agro-businesses across Kenya, Uganda and 
Tanzania with adequate working capital in the 
space of 6 months.

FACTS’ operations are increasingly getting 
more traction in the region with demand for its 
financing solutions growing day by day. 

With traditional financial institutions barely 
addressing the needs of Agro-businesses and 
SMEs in general, there is a need and place for 
alternative financiers who are willing to support 
this very important group of entrepreneurs. 

Capital boost to 
spur agriculture 

cross-border trade
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Business, Companies & Markets

New Technologies competition, a fix-
ture which attracts great interest 
within the EIMA International expo-
sition in Bologna scheduled for No-

vember 7 to 11. 

According to the organisers brand new in-
novative technologies will be debuted at this 
year’s Rome exposition. The prize winners will 
be put on display in the Foursided Arch area 
in the center of the trade fair grounds follow-
ing careful evaluation by academic figures and 
technicians.

For the upcoming exposition a large number 
of products have been selected: 28 awards for 
new technologies named for devices with out-
standing innovative characteristics; 45 technical 
honorable mention for solutions distinguished 
for efficiency and capabilities for improving the 
performances of agricultural machinery. 

Then there is the Premi Blu award assigned for 

technologies distinguished for their features 
of eco-compatibilities and sustainability of the 
environment. 

From hybrid tractors and new concept im-
plements for soil preparation, automatic driv-
ing assistance systems, controls for the man-
agement of machinery and on to totally new 
electronic devices for 4.0 agriculture are the 
prize winning technologies with a dual value of 
contributing in a relevant way to technical and 
scientific progress in agricultural mechanization 
and providing the general public with very real 
and practical solutions. 

“The models appraised are not merely pro-
totypes or future plans but innovations which 
have already been introduced in series pro-
duction and for this reason will attract great in-
terest for farmers, contractors and agricultural 
machinery technicians and also represent the 
proud satisfaction of the industries which creat-
ed them,” Davide Gnesini in the FederUnacoma 

Technical Office coordinating work on the com-
petition explained. 

The first view of the New Technologies exhi-
bition discloses the depth of the merchandise 
categories in the showcase of big machinery 
such as tractors, other machinery and acces-
sories, compact products and some tiny items 
such as components and electronic and digital 
devices. 

In relation to the exhibition as such, the 2018 
new technologies competition is intended as 
an informative instrument of special interest for 
the general public, a system associated with in-
creasing reality referring to activating an EIMA 
App which displays the new technologies logo 
on columns describing each product through 
telephone access for efficient and interesting 
video views including more thorough informa-
tion for understanding the machine and watch-
ing it in operation in its setting.

Bologna’s EIMA new products 
competition booming

8 East African Agriness | July - September 2018 www.eastafrican-agrinews.com
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Visitors from 150 countries are expected 
to arrive for the agricultural mecha-
nization exposition along with official 
delegations from 70 countries through 

the organization of FederUnacoma and ICE, 
the Italian Trade Agency. 

Some 400 business people in the delegations 
will take part in business-to-business meeting 
with the exhibiting industries set up according 
to the merchandise categories of interest, with 
a special focus on Sub Saharan Africa, Asia and 
the United States.

The 2018 edition of EIMA International is 
the great exposition covering mechaniza-
tion in agriculture, forestry, livestock raising, 
groundskeeping and associated components 
coming up in Bologna for a run from Novem-
ber 7 to 11,  certain to confirm the international 
reach of the review. 

Industries exhibiting are coming from 49 coun-
tries and visitors taking part are expected from 
around the world following the 2016 edition 
when business people from 150 countries at-
tended the exposition. 

To accommodate the crowds of visitors, which 
reached 285,000 for the most recent edition, 
FederUnacoma, the Italian Machinery Manu-
facturers Federation, has planned such services 
as making interpreters available and business 
meetings, communications and information 
notes in Italian, English, German, French, Span-
ish, Russian and Arabic. 

In his setting, FederUnacoma and ICE, the Ital-

ian Trade Agency, have given special impor-
tance to planning programs for the encounters 
for the 400 business people representing 70 
countries selected by the ICE offices. 

The largest delegations are arriving from 20 
Asian countries, from Japan to Saudi Arabia 
and Indonesia and Pakistan. 

The FederUnacoma International Office re-
ported that the overall program calls for a full 
schedule of business-to-business encounters 

for representatives from exhibiting manufactur-
ers to facilitate comparisons between demand 
and supply offers. 

The business meetings will be based on the in-
terests of the business people in machinery in 
precise merchandise categories to facilitate the 
work of buyers and suppliers. 

During the 2016 exposition the number of these 
meetings came to 3,000 held in the roomy hall 
allocated in the trade fair quarters on the Pavil-
ion 25-26 Mezzanine. 

Business, Companies & Markets

EIMA 2018 focus on Africa, Asia 
and the United States
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African Development Bank has joined 
hands with the farming community 
of East Africa bloc on a pest control 
project.

Fall army worm is one of the targets under the 
project and the bloc’s farmers suffer huge loss-
es and grappling to contain the pests.

AfDB recently con-
vened a meeting 
of experts and 
stakeholders in the 
agricultural sec-
tor to design in-
tegrated pest and 
disease manage-
ment mechanisms 
for controlling the 
spread of fall army 
worm.

The meeting 
brought together 
army worm re-
sponse coordina-
tors from Burundi, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Madagascar, the 
Seychelles, Soma-
lia, South Sudan, 
Sudan, and Uganda 
in Nairobi, Kenya.

Joseph Coompson, 
AfDB’s Regional 
Manager for East-
ern Africa said re-
ports have shown 
that if no appro-
priate action is tak-
en, fall army worm 
could use maize 
yield losses of 21-
53 percent – valued 
at US$2.48 to 6.187 
billion, in 12 African 
countries within five 
years.

“This trend, if unchecked, “could significantly 
affect African countries which are already im-
porting food estimated at US$35 billion annu-
ally and set to outstrip US$100 billion by 2026,” 
Coompson said.

Researchers from the FAO, the International 
Maize and Wheat Improvement Center, the 
International Centre of Insect Physiology and 
Ecology, the African Agricultural Technology 
Foundation and the Centre for Agriculture and 
Bioscience International, Syngenta, Corteva 
and Bayer also presented current initiatives and 
technologies for controlling the fall army worm.

Country focal persons outlined their plans, in-
cluding financial, policy and regulatory reforms 
required for achieving quick wins in the fight 
against the worm in East Africa and discussed 
options for providing effective technologies for 
combating the worm to smallholder farmers. 

In addition, the focal persons observed that in 
Southern Africa, Fortenza Duo, a seed treat-
ment pesticide from Syngenta Foundation, 
proved effective against the worm in the first 
30 days after crop emergence.

Also in attendance were representative of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the 
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture 
(IITA), Kenya’s Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock 
& Fisheries, regional and international stake-
holders in the Agriculture sector. 

Others were the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, the Alliance for a Green 
Revolution in Africa, the African Agricultural 
Technology Foundation and Syngenta Foun-
dation were also represented at the meeting.

Regional News

Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda benefit 
from AfDB pest control project
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Regional News

Elanco Animal Health’s first ‘Shared Value’ 
project made possible through a $3.1 
million grant from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation is expected to help 

increase livestock production.

The project dubbed East Africa Growth Ac-
celerator (EAGA) enables the registration, 
manufacturing and distribution of affordable, 
high-quality veterinary products, along with 
intensive training initiatives for smallholder 
farmers and channel partners, the company 
explained.

Elanco believes the project is to provide sus-
tainable development solutions to address 
food insecurity within East Africa in Tanzania, 
Kenya and Uganda.

“At the intersection of business value and so-
cietal value, we find ‘Shared Value.’ The EAGA 
project is focused on assisting smallholder 
farming families in East Africa increase livestock 
production by providing them with access to 
high-quality, reliable veterinary medicines and 
knowledge to combat livestock disease,” said 
Maria Zampaglione, Elanco One Health and 
Shared Value advisor. 

“As the project leader, I realize how much sup-
porting these farmers reduces hunger and 
poverty in a sustainable way, improves their in-
come and livelihoods while opening new mar-
ket segments for Elanco.”

Meanwhile Dr. Moses Gitonga, director of Jes-
mo Agrovet Ltd a retailer that deals with vet-
erinary and agrochemical products, said EAGA 
intervention has seen a radical decrease in the 
fly population, and our dairy cows are now at 
peace during feeding and milking time.

“Tick-borne diseases are now also very rare, 
and the fly menace affecting households and 
livestock is effectively controlled. 

“These measures have translated into im-
proved hygiene and livestock production in 
terms of meat and milk output, significantly im-
pacting the sustainability of our dairy farm and 
livestock,” said Dr. Gitonga.

Livestock disease remains a significant threat to 
achieving food security in East Africa, where 25 
percent of protein from farm animals currently 
is lost due to animal illness, in turn reducing 
the supply of high-quality milk, meat and eggs 
and creating significant economic losses for 
farmers. 

According to the U.N. Food & Agriculture Or-
ganization, 34 perecent of the people in East 
Africa are undernourished.

“We have just 12 short years to achieve the 
U.N.’s Sustainable Development Goal, which is 
about ending hunger by 2030,” said Julie Law-
less, Elanco senior director of corporate affairs. 

“With global hunger trending up in recent years 
after a decade of decline, we must increase ca-
pability and capacity in developing regions to 
meet this goal. Supporting smallholder farmers 
in East Africa is Elanco’s concrete contribution 
to reduce hunger and poverty in a sustainable 
way while opening new business growth mar-
kets.”

The company’s goal is to enable more than 
240,000 dairy and poultry smallholder farmers 
to access small-sized, quality products by 2020. 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation grants further 
helps achieve this goal of improving the lives of 
smallholder farmers through sustainable live-
stock production.

Elanco is a global animal health company that 
develops products and knowledge services to 
prevent and treat disease in food animals and 
pets in more than 90 countries.

Gates Foundation spur Tanzania, Kenya, 
Uganda livestock
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hunger and poverty in a sustainable way while opening new business growth markets.”
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Regional News

OBO Investment an agent of Yara has 
opened a fertiliser warehouse in 
Mpanda Town to end late delivery of 
farm inputs.

Cresencia Joseph, acting regional administra-

tive officer said the warehouse is to speed up 
fertiliser delivery for 2018/19 farming season. 

We will ensure small agents, working under 
Obo Investment, supply fertilisers to farmers 
on time during this season,” she said.

Joseph said there would be close supervision 
of fertiliser delivery to ensure everything goes 
well.

Last year, President John Magufuli directed ear-
ly delivery of fertilisers and other farm inputs 
to farmers and at reasonable prices to avoid 
frustrating hardworking farmers.

OBO Investment’s initiative is in response to 
the President’s call to ensure speedy fertiliser 
delivery in Mbeya, Songwe, Rukwa and Katavi 
regions.

Olais Oleseenga, OBO Investment Director 
said the company would ensure farmers got 
fertilisers and other inputs from small and big 
agents when needed.

He attributed late delivery in the past to bad 
roads and long distances between suppliers 
and consumers, adding that prices were bound 
to go down once the farm inputs were trans-
ported by train from Dar es Salaam to Mpanda, 
Katavi.

He also highlighted that the company plans to 
have 100 agents in three districts of Katavi, who 
would be trained on good use of fertilisers and 
other inputs and impart the same knowledge 
to farmers, especially growers of rice, maize 
and vegetables.

Katavi fertiliser warehouse to relieve farmers

We off er our clients analytical and formulation services 
and supply feed additives for all types of livestock feed. 
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Regional News

By Sebuh Haileleul*

A joint council by Food and Agricultural Or-
ganization and World Water Council estimates 
that by 2050, the world will need 60 percent 
more food to feed its growing population. 

As the number of mouths to feed grows, so 
does the complexity of delivering enough food 
to the growing population. These complexities 
justify the seriousness with which countries 
must treat food security.

In Kenya, the intensity of the issue is well re-
flected in the government’s decision to include 
food security in its “Big Four Agenda” strategy 
which lays out the government’s priority areas 
for the next five years.  

Here, agriculture supports up to 75 percent 
of the population and generates almost all 
the country’s food requirements. However, 
the sector continues to be hindered by major 
constraints that deters its full potential to ade-
quately feed the national population.

On top of these challenges is drought because 
of the country’s reliance on rain-fed agricultur-
al production, especially in arid and semi-arid 
lands (ASALs) of Kenya which form about 88 
percent of the country. Because of climate 
change impacts, the frequency and severity of 
drought seems to be increasing over the years. 
The result has been total crop failure and live-
stock deaths triggering severe food shortage 
across the country.  

The outbreak and continued spread of the fall 
armyworm (FAW) in Kenya is becoming anoth-
er major threat to food security in Kenya espe-
cially because the pest has struck right at the 
heart of the country’s bread basket regions in 

the Rift Valley.  

What then do policy makers and stakeholders 
do to ensure we remain food secure despite 
these threats?

As the technology sector, we are convinced 
that growing and advancing technology can 
offer invaluable solutions to achieve and sus-
tain food security. Big data, cloud computing, 
the Internet of Things (IoT), analytics, drones, 
and more can rapidly transform every aspect 
of agricultural operations.

While the term “big data” is relatively new, the 
act of gathering and storing large amounts of 
information for eventual analysis is ages old. 
The concept gained momentum in the early 
2000s when industry analyst, Doug Laney, ar-
ticulated the now-mainstream definition of big 
data.  

With the above threats and many others not 
mentioned and given the rate of population 
explosion, is it not time to give big data for 
food security a good space to direct sustain-
able agriculture? 

Appropriate use of available data can help us 
visualize and make critical simple decisions that 
can accurately predict and determine the fu-
ture food security situation and even provide 
warning signals.

But how do we make data widely and easily 
available in the first place?

Every second, thousands of bytes of valuable 
data are generated from several sources in-
cluding posts from Twitter, text messages and 
even satellite images. If these data sets are uti-
lized well, there is enormous potential to stir 

innovation and creativity in agricultural pro-
duction.

The Kenyan government has outlined key focus 
areas for the country to achieve food security 
by 2022. Part of this involves enhanced large 
scale production of food, reduction of the cost 
of food, and a sustained drive to increase small 
holder productivity. 

It is worth noting that last year, the country 
produced about 40 million 90-kilogram bags. 
The aim is to raise this to 67 million bags in 
the next five years. The sector is estimated to 
have created 500, 000 jobs last year with an 
ambitious plan to increase this to 4.5 million 
jobs by 2022.

It is my strong believe that if these goals are 
anchored on innovative initiatives, we can drive 
transformation in the sector which will translate 
to increased efficiency in food production and 
in turn food security.

Big data and advanced analytics for instance 
interpret real time data, predicting short-term 
weather conditions and its effects, ensuring 
that the right quantity and mix of products is 
sourced in anticipation of the changes. 

This reduces ambiguity on weather patterns 
and goes a long way in contributing to the 
planting and harvesting seasons by increas-
ing yields for the benefit of the farmer and the 
country. 

The big data collection will give insight and 
visibility into the national level of food produc-
tion, proactively spotting any shortages in time 
to increase production. Being better informed 
with this critical knowledge, never again will 
there be a need for Kenya to address food se-
curity in hindsight.

Apart from big data, other forms of relevant 
interventions include the recent partnership by 
Microsoft with Strathmore University School of 
Law to initiate discussion aimed at digitizing 
East Africa’s Justice, Healthcare and Agriculture 
systems.

It is such discussions that will have far reaching 
impact on impeccable innovation especially 
for large-scale farmers and irrigation schemes 
who will be able to save irreplaceable time and 
manpower through the utilization of technol-
ogy.

Moreover, with every innovation, there is the 
wealth of job creation for those bestowed with 
the service of running these operations. Tech-
nology deployment will address this sought 
beneficial interest of the Big 4, while taking ad-
vantage of the demographic dividend.

*Sebuh Haileleul is the Country General 
Manager of Microsoft East Africa

Leverage on big data to 
meet Kenya’s food needs
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Regional News

Vietnam and Tanzania’s bilateral rela-
tionship are being strengthened to 
bolster collaboration and enhance co-
ordination at multilateral mechanisms, 

helping to deepen cooperative relations.

The development will soon see opening of a 
trade office in each country to facilitate con-
nections among enterprises.

The two will also support each other at the 
United Nations and other international organ-
isations that Vietnam and Tanzania are mem-
bers of. 

More delegation exchanges is expected ac-
companied by measures to step up collabora-
tion in other potential sectors like defence-se-
curity and agriculture-seafood.

Tanzania, Vietnam collaborate 
on agriculture-seafood 
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Regional News

Authorities in Uganda have been chal-
lenged to invest more in the agricul-
ture sector. Farmers under the Eastern 
and Southern Africa small-scale Farm-

ers’ Forum (ESAFF Uganda) want the govern-
ment to subsidize agricultural mechanization 
equipment to make it affordable to small-scale 
farmers.

Hakim Baliraine, ESAFF Uganda chairperson 
said the current market prices for some agri-

cultural machines is prohibitive for smallholder 
farmers yet they are the majority stakeholders 
in the Agriculture sector

“The cost of production is high because of 
using traditional rudimentary tools, therefore, 
government should come in to ensure that we 
farmers can access modern farming tools  such 
walking  tractors, oxen ploughs and other ma-
chines  this will lower the cost of production 
in the agricultural sector  thus enhance agri-

cultural production which  will  make  Uganda  
food secure,” Baliraine said.

Apart from the equipment, the farmers also 
want government to look into the issue of 
women owning land. 

Though majority of Ugandan women have 
access to land for substance farming, are not 
allowed to own such resources something that 
has affected their meaningful participation in 
the agriculture sector.

“The more women have equal rights on land, 
Uganda’s agricultural sector will grow at a high 
rate since they contribute much in the sector; 
without the right to own land, this will remain 
a big hindrance to the transformation of the 
sector,” Balirane said.

On the other hand, Baliraine has challenged 
government’s decision to give Shs100 billion to 
Uganda Grains Council.

“We the small-scale farmers are urging gov-
ernment recall the Shs100 billion allocated to 
buy off excess maize through Uganda Grain 
Council to be directly transferred to farmers 
through cooperatives or organized groups,” 
Balirane said.

Uganda farmers want subsidize 
agricultural equipment
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International News

Esther Ndumi Ngumbi*

Insects could be a game changer in the race 
to combat food insecurity and achieve zero 
hunger – the theme of this year’s World Food 
Day.

Eating insects can help fight hunger and food 
insecurity. They are a fantastic source of nutri-
ents – like protein – and food at times when the 
production of commonly eaten staple African 
food crops, like maize, fails due to the chang-
ing climate, droughts, or insect pest damage.

Eating insects is an ancient practice which is 
still prevalent today. About two billion people, 
more than a quarter of the world’s population, 
eat insects. Most live in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America.

Insects should be tapped into as an excellent 
tool to fight hunger and malnutrition because 
they are abundant, healthy, have less of a car-
bon footprint to produce and can offer a range 
of business opportunities.

WHY EAT INSECTS
Abundant: Insects are abundant in Africa. The 
continent is home to over 1900 edible insect 
species – mostly beetles, caterpillars, grasshop-
pers, wasps and ants.

And insects reproduce quickly and have high 
growth rates. Insects can attain maturity in less 
than a month. Most insects take three weeks 
or less to complete their life cycle. At the same 

time, farming insects doesn’t require much 
land and water as traditional agriculture does.

Insect farming is already happening in Africa. 
In Kenya, for example, crickets are produced 
in buckets and crates where female adults lay 
fertilised eggs under a wet cotton wool. After a 
month, the eggs hatch into nymphs that feed 
on vegetables, soy flour and water. It takes 
three months for crickets to mature into adult 
stage. In Zimbabwe, Mopane Worm Enterpris-
es grow trees on to which the moth lays its 
eggs. These then hatch and the larvae feed on 
the leaves. It’s at this stage that the Mopane 
worm is harvested.

HEALTHY
Insects can serve as sustainable alternative 
sources of proteins and other nutrients. Insects 
are rich in essential amino acids and protein. 
They are sometimes superior per ounce, to tra-
ditional protein sources including beef, chicken, 
goats and sheep. Nutritional benefits can vary 
from one insect species to another. For exam-
ple, the Orthoptera group of insects, that con-
tains grasshoppers, yields the highest protein 
content.

BETTER FOR ENVIRONMENT
Agriculture and livestock, are major sources of 
greenhouse gas emissions. Unlike agriculture, 
insects produce far fewer greenhouse gases: 
one-tenth the methane and one-three-hun-
dredth of nitrous oxide.

MONEY MAKERS
 Insects, provide an opportunity for entrepre-
neurs to think outside the box. Millions of Af-
ricans are already eating them and new busi-
nesses could be developed. They can be eaten 
as they are, or processed – for instance into 
protein powders to serve as supplements. Sev-
eral start-up businesses have been launched 
focusing solely on producing insects for hu-
man food and animal feed. These range from 
countries like Netherlands to South Africa and 
Kenya.

EVIDENCE
Insect eating is widespread in Africa.

In Cote d’Ivoire, a recent survey reported that 
over 59 percent of the surveyed respondents 
were eating insects. Similarly, in Zimbabwe, 
a recent survey reported most of the people 
surveyed had eaten insects. Consumption hap-
pens mainly in rural areas, rather than in the 
cities.

In South Africa, insect eating is normal. Topping 
the list is the Mopane caterpillar – a delicacy 
that’s eaten in other African countries too, such 
as Zimbabwe and Namibia.

In Kenya, farmers and entrepreneurs are in-
creasingly turning to eating insects to fight 
hunger. Termites, for instance, are being eaten 
by small-holder farming families to supplement 
meals due to failed harvests. Farmers are also 
rearing insects to sell in local markets. A recent 
survey in Kenya, showed that over 80% of re-
spondents said they ate insects, with termites, 
and lake flies topping the list. Others eaten in-
clude grasshoppers, locusts, ants and crickets.

ROLLING IT OUT
Tapping into insects to fight hunger, food inse-
curity and malnutrition doesn’t come without 
some challenges.

As an entomologist – that has maintained in-
sect colonies in the laboratory – I know first-
hand about what these are. Managing insects 
needs careful attention and management. This 
includes regulating temperature, humidity and 
observing high hygiene standards, since in-
sects are highly susceptible to microbial and 
bacterial infections. At the moment there aren’t 
any laws governing this. New legislation must 
also be put in place to ensure that entrepre-
neurs that decide to venture into insect farming 
maintain proper food and hygiene standards.

As challenges, like droughts linked to climate 
challenge, continue to exacerbate food secu-
rity challenges, insects provide an opportunity 
for innovation.

* Esther Ndumi Ngumbi is a distinguished 
Post Doctoral Researcher, Department of 
Entomology, University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign and does not work for, con-
sult, own shares in or receive funding from 
any company or organisation that would 
benefit from this article, and has disclosed 
no relevant affiliations beyond their aca-
demic appointment.

How insects can help fight 
hunger in the world
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International News

Multinational feed additives producer 
Nutriad, in cooperation with Cairo 
University, successfully launched the 
MycoGut Academy in Egypt with 75 

attendees from the Middle East. 

Launched after a three-day event centered on 
an interactive poultry focused program, that 
included practical and classroom sessions, the 
knowledge transfer provided access to global 
experts.

 The event confirmed Nutriad’s position as key 
solution provider for mycotoxin risk manage-
ment across species and countries.

The MycoGut Academy Goal aims to create 

awareness on the connection between myco-
toxin contamination and bacterial challenges. 

Participants learnt more on identifying necrotic 
enteritis and different types of mycotoxins, and 
on the incremental effect of mycotoxicosis on 
bacterial challenges. 

Mycotoxin experts from around the world at-
tended the event to provide learnings from 
case studies in different regions.

“The MycoGut Academy is another example of 
how Nutriad interacts with its’ customers and 
distribution partners, transferring knowledge 
and jointly creating multi-platform solutions 
that address real life production challenges,” 

said Erik Visser, Chief Executive Officer of Nu-
triad.   

“Nutriad is committed to the Middle East and 
we want to grow with our customers. The in-
teraction with attendees from Egypt, Lebanon, 
Jordan, RKSA and UAE not only provided us 
with the opportunity to share our experience 
as a global company, but also allowed us to 
get more insight into the specific needs of our 
customers,” said Visser.

Nutriad delivers products and services to over 
80 countries, supported by four application 
laboratories and five manufacturing facilities 
on three continents.  

Nutriad launches MycoGut 
academy Middle East
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Erik Visser, Chief Executive Officer of Nutriad. 
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Technology News

United Nations has launched an un-
precedented drive to collect data from 
millions of smallholder farmers in 50 
developing countries.

Dubbed the ‘50 x 2030’, the programme seeks 
to boost agricultural productivity and liveli-
hoods across Africa, Asia and Latin America 
by 2030 – and provide more accurate data to 
inform policy-makers.  

Announced at the Data to End Hunger event at 
the UN General Assembly, the initiative comes 
in the wake of figures which show that glob-
al hunger has risen for the third consecutive 
year, with 821 million people undernourished 
in 2017.

“Data is foundational for so many of the things 
we want to achieve, and yet because it’s this 
hidden, not very glamorous, infrastructure 
it’s hard to get people to care about it,” said 
Claire Melamed, chief executive of the Global 
Partnership for Sustainable Development Data, 
told The Telegraph.

“Our aim is to invest in basic data over a long 
period, which can give governments the infor-
mation that they need to really make progress 
on agricultural productivity. This is not a one-
off, big bang collection of data, it’s about creat-
ing a better system.”

Currently, key information – such as the crops 
farmers and planting and harvesting, or their 

ability to access adequate financing – is missing 
in developing countries. In sub-Saharan Afri-
ca, for example, just two of 44 countries are 
deemed to have high-quality agricultural data. 

The initiative will see two well-established sur-
veys – the World Bank’s Integrated Surveys on 
Agriculture (ISA), and the AGRISurvey from the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
– rolled out on a wider scale to fill knowledge 
gaps.

We’re witnessing today a fundamental trans-
formation of food systems in developing coun-
tries

Laura Tuck, Sustainable Development at the 
World Bank

“It’s not about inventing new stuff”, said 
Melamed. “We already know these surveys 
work – they’ve been used for a long time, and 
honed over many years. It’s about investing so 
that they can be scaled up and repeated reg-
ularly.”

Recent efforts to improve data collection have 
demonstrated the power of information. In 
Ghana, a statistician’s analysis of property data 
in one district allowed the local government to 
properly apply property tax, and increased in-
come by 500 percent. 

In East Africa, a detailed survey in 2014 re-
vealed that – despite ample grazing land and 

growing demand – food production was limit-
ed by a lack of veterinary, breeding, and other 
basic livestock services. Following government 
intervention, agricultural production increased.

“We’re witnessing today a fundamental trans-
formation of food systems in developing coun-
tries,” said Laura Tuck, vice president for Sus-
tainable Development at the World Bank.

“By making agricultural data more readily avail-
able in 50 low income countries, we can help 
accelerate this transformation, to boost sus-
tainable food production and allow farmers to 
thrive.”

While donors, including the United States 
Agency for International Development and the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, will contrib-
ute to the initial data collection efforts, the 50 
participating countries will co-finance the pro-
gramme in the long term. 

“This initiative is something both donors and 
governments want, and there is the urgency 
to do something about it now,” said Melamed. 
“Hopefully it won’t end in 2030. The govern-
ments are the ones collecting the data, it will 
feed immediately into their work, and build ca-
pacity in their statistical offices.

“The very poorest people need to be in the 
data so they can get the help they need.”

More accurate data to 
inform policy-makers 
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Wyssen Skymule

The transport solution for 
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Feature

Creep feeding is a means of providing 
supplementary feeds for nursing kids. 
This purpose is to accelerate kidding 
or weaning management and thus is 

common practice amongst top breeders. Using 
creep feed for young animals is not only one 
of the most economical methods of feeding, 
but also one of the most under-estimated yet 
rewarding practices in the livestock industry.

Shares Jurie Naude of De Heus, South Africa, 
“Creep feed can probably best be described as 
the feeding of young, growing animals whilst 
they are still suckling. The three major ad-
vantages of creep feed are the development 
of the rumen, economic growth and the con-
dition of the mothers (does).” 

Key to know is the fact that when goats are fed 
creep feed, their rumen develops much faster 
than when they are not given any creep feed 
at all. These goats get to utilise any feed and/
or grazing much sooner and are adapted at a 
much earlier age for more economical feeding. 
Statistics show that kids (lambs) on creep feed 
exhibit an improvement of 15-20% in growth 
compared to those who do not receive any 
creep feed. Creep feed may be introduced to 
kids from as early as a week - ten days old. 

Creep feed options on the market include 
Lamb Creep Meal, Superlamb Pellets, Ram, 
Lamb & Ewe Pellets and Chocolate Maize. Lu-
cern and Lab Lab are also very good for grow-
ing kids! Creep feeding has a mutual benefit for 
bith, the animal and for the farmer.

According to Felicity Julia Hunter of Techno-
feeds in Botswana, “It is important to feed an 
animal when it is young as this is when the 
muscle development, bone density and im-
mune system are developing. E.g. it will be-
come a strong healthy productive animal. You 
can start the animals on creep feed as early 
as a couple of weeks up to weaning. Weaning 
will then as a result take place early taking 
the stress off the mother with the young ani-
mal being able to cope in our sometimes very 
harsh conditions.” 

Creep feeding increases pre-weaning weight 
gain, especially for kids reared as a twin or 
triplet. It reduces the stress associated with 
weaning. Potential breeding animals and show 
prospects make the transition from milk to a 
dry diet much smoother if creep fed prior to 
weaning. 

The conversion of creep feed to body weight 

gain is also a very efficient process. Creep fed 
kids will have a greater weight per day of age. 
Kids will reach a target market weight and can 
be marketed at a younger age. For spring-born 
kids, avoiding the heat of the summer and 
large market runs may have a positive effect 
on net profit. 

Last but not least, any focus on the benefit 
to the kids, the use of creep feed is also very 
beneficial for the mother dam. The does are 
able to maintain a better body condition and 
at the same time a lot of pressure is immedi-
ately removed from the doe concerning the 
well-being of her offspring. The creep feeding 
of the kids also has a very positive effect on the 
re-conception and reproduction of the does. 
This is especially important in intensive farming 
operations where breeders push does to kid/
lamb every 8 months (thrice in 2 years).

The growing, almost never-ending, list of bene-
fits of using creep feed are impressive enough, 
and the words of the experts are a great en-
dorsement. Of course, doing your own re-
search is key, so make sure to explore your 
options and get to know the statistics and the 
facts. You will likely find it’s the right choice for 
your kids and your does!

The benefits of creep feeding kids
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Italian headers arrive 
in Africa.

“Africa is going to see an important 
growth in the agriculture considering 
vastness of the country, size of lands 
and extreme weather conditions. The 
mechanization is a fundamental and 
delicate passage.

- observe L. Nardi the director of Nardi 
company - Knowing that a bearing can stop 
a combine, couple of trucks and 10 people for 
days… Our goal is to supply reliable technologies 
to optimize working flow”.
Nardi is a brand owned by Pegaso S.r.l., a 
company located in the north-east of Italy. It is 
active since 35 years in designing, production 
and distribution of professional equipment 
for combines: combine headers and header 
trailers. It distributes in Central Europe, East 
Europe, USA, Ethiopia, Sudan and South Africa 
and now is increasing its presence also in 
African continent.
It offers to all farmers very reliable headers to 
harvest different crops: corn, sunflower, sesame, 
chickpeas, sorghum, soybeans and castor oil. 

To each farmer its solution
“Nardi developed different technologies based 
on real farmer’s needs - say L. Nardi - like harvest 
down crops, reduce time on the field, increase 
productivity, transport different type of heads 
with a single trailer, use one header to sucessfully 
harvest different crops, reduce maintenance 
costs”. All machines developed by Nardi have a 
strong structure, long-life time and are easy to 
use and maintain. 
Maizestorm is the corn head, it is fast, has a 
strong built and easy to repair. It works good 
on down crop and can be equipped to harvest 
sunflowers. 
Sunstorm pans and Sunstorm rows were 
designed to harvest sunflowers, but called 
them ‘sunflower headers’ is really reductive. 
Sunstorm pans is a free row system, it 
works like a comb and allows you to harvest 
sunflowers and sorghum in all directions with 
a high speed up to 15 km/h.

Are you looking for a multicrop header? 
Sunstorm rows is an All crop system® 
specifically designed to harvests sunflower, 
sesame, chickpeas, soybeans, castor oil and 
generally all the kind of crops seeded in rows. 
Sunstorm rows is ideal for all those farmers that 
want a complete product for own crops.
 
Nardi also produces trailers to transport 
headers on the road up to 40Km\h built only 
with high quality steel
They have 10 years of warranty and many 
optionals available: tandem axles for a perfect 

ground reading, telescopic frames, 4 steering 
wheels, high ground clearance and patented 
system to quickly and safely lock the heads on 
the trailer’s supports.
“Plus our unique design permits to ship them 
together with our heads to break down shipment 
costs.” – say the director of Nardi company. 

For more information about: 
website: nardi-harvesting.com
                    
                     
                             Watch video on Youtube

“

Technology News
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Contact us.         +39 0457665570            +39 3485843861

nardi-harvesting.com        Nardi on Youtube ›

NARDI HARVESTING. All crops. All combines.
High-productivity headers from Italy arrive in Africa.

Italian design. Strong construction. Built for all combine models...since 35 years.
NARDI headers can harvest with efficiency and versatility your crops. We offer a wide range to harvest all crops: sunflowers, 
corn, soybeans, chickpeas, sesame, sorghum and castor oil. We also produce a line of trailers to safely transport up to 40 km/h 
all the header types on your courtyard to the field. 

MAIZE
Maïs

TRAILER
Chariot

MULTICROP
Multicultures

SUNFLOWER & SORGHUM
Tournesol et sorgho

WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR DEALERS 

IN AFRICA.
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International News

SICIT 2000 S.p.A. is a chemical company 
founded in 1960, devoted to the man-
ufacturing of biostimulants based on 
amino acids & peptides. Two production 

units, located in Italy and equipped with the 
most modern technologies, have a global pro-
duction capacity of over 100 MT/day.

Through a controlled hydrolysis process, nat-
ural protein is selectively broken to obtain 
smaller molecules (aminoacids & peptides), 
easily assimilated by roots and leaves. Hence, 
SICIT hydrolyzed protein  is a well balanced 
mixture of free aminoacids and peptides, with 
the broadest spectrum of beneficial effects on 
plants and soil.

The manufacturing process is completely trace-
able and carried out according to the Europe-
an standards, to ensure the maximum level of 
safety for human, animals and environment. 

The sister company SICIT CHEMITECH is re-
sponsible of R&D and quality control. Two 
laboratories utilise procedures codified by ISO 
9001 standards to daily check chemical, phys-
ical and bacteriological parameters of each 

Sicit 2000 Aminoacids & 
Peptides

product batch, as well as testing new products 
and processes.

Over 50 years of experiences have shown that 
SICIT 2000 amino acids & peptides are the 
perfect tool to improve crop performances, in-
creasing nutrient uptake, stimulating root and 
shoot growth, flower fertility and fruit quality 
and enhancing crop tolerance to abiotic stress. 
Several amino acids – strongly present in SICIT 
2000 product - are particularly important for 
plant metabolism: glycine (strong chelating 
agent and chlorophyll precursor) and proline 
(water equilibrium regulator and flower fertility 
enhancer).

SICIT 2000 has been the first company to in-
troduce biostimulants based on amino acids & 
peptides in the world market in the ‘60s and 
nowadays it’s the undisputed worldwide leader, 
being present in more than 60 Countries. SICIT 
2000 sells its products only to Agro-Chemical 
Companies (Multinational and National) which 
are currently distributing the most famous and 
sold amino acid-based fertilisers. Among its 
customers, SICIT 2000 can count Syngenta, 
Bayer, BASF, Nufarm, Arysta and many other.

Customized formulations (liquid or powder) in 
terms of peptides and free aminoacids content, 
molecular weight distribution, added micro-el-
ements, etc. can be supplied upon request. 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR DISTRIBUTORS IN 
AFRICA, please contact sicit2000@sicit2000.it 
making reference to the present editorial. More 
information at www.sicit2000.it 
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Investing in irrigation in Africa’s semi-arid ar-
eas could stem the flow of migrants from the 
continent across the Mediterranean Sea into 
Europe and significantly curb urban migra-

tion, the African Union has found.

The AU commissioned a study on the rate 
of migration and its causes in rural areas in 
semi-arid countries such as Eritrea, Djibouti, 
Sudan and Chad. Its findings show that a short-
age of water for crops has driven many young 
people away from the agriculture industry.

The study found that increasingly erratic rainfall 
and encroaching desertification on arable land 
is forcing people out of rural areas into cities, 
said Mure Agbonlahor, the AU’s semi-arid food 
and grain research and development officer.

“Ninety-two percent of the semi-arid regions 
are rain-fed. That’s very bad. 

It’s terrible actually. If you look at the rainfall 
duration, it’s normally less than three months,” 
Agbonlahor said on the sidelines of the Africa 
Green Revolution Forum in Kigali, Rwanda, ear-
lier this month.

“We have found that the migration across the 
Mediterranean is linked to the decreasing rain-
fall in semi-arid regions. And the people mi-
grating are mainly the youth,” he said.

The findings were described as “worrisome” at 
the conference. The World Bank’s agriculture 
global practice director, Simeon Ehui, said: 
“Eighty percent of the people live in rural areas 
and about 60% of them derive their income 
from agriculture.

“When you don’t have any opportunities for 
people to develop and when there is no irri-
gation for agriculture, you see people moving 

across the continent and to Europe.”

Farmers in these regions have started cultivat-
ing drought-resistant sorghum and millet be-
cause of decreasing rainfall, Agbonlahor said. 
But this has not been enough to stem the flow 
of people to the cities.

African countries have lagged behind other 
developing countries such as India, which has 
reduced its reliance on rain-fed agriculture by 
cultivating farmer-led irrigation systems such as 
water pumps from rivers, boreholes and water 
storage.

Only 4% of the continent’s agriculture is under 
irrigation and the rest of the continent relies 
on rainwater to grow crops, Rwanda’s prime 
minister, Anastase Murekezi, said at the forum’s 
opening.

Tushaar Shah, of the International Water Man-
agement Institute in Anand, India, said that 
in sub-Saharan Africa the potential for irriga-
tion farming is untapped because the region 
has billions of cubic litres of groundwater. “But 
because groundwater is viewed as a fragile re-
source [in Africa] and left to the nongovern-
mental agencies to develop, South Asia has 
been able to capitalise from it and increase 
irrigation to around 80% of its agriculture [be-
cause governments have invested in irrigation], 
while sub-Saharan Africa’s irrigation remains at 
4%.”

Drought and unpredictable weather patterns 
were blamed for the contraction of 29% of 
South Africa’s agriculture sector in the last 
quarter.

The Western Cape produces most of the coun-
try’s winter crops and high-value horticultural 
crops such as fruits and vegetables. Agricultural 

economist Wandile Sihlobo said the drought in 
that province worsened the outlook for agricul-
ture in the country because of a late harvest in 
the other regions.

“The key issue is the delayed harvest in the 
summer crop-growing areas of South Africa, 
particularly the grain and oil seed production 
regions. This is on the back of a late start of 
the summer crop season due to unfavourable 
weather conditions earlier in the year,” he said.

In East Africa, farmers have faced similar weath-
er patterns and arrived at the Kigali agriculture 
conference looking for answers.

The Eastern Africa Farmers Federation, which 
represents 20-million farmers in 10 countries, 
described the past two years as its most dev-
astating and said it could no longer depend on 
predictable rainfall and a stable water supply. 
“We only received one week of water last sea-
son, even though the forecast said we were 
supposed to receive two months of rain,” the 
federation’s Stephen Muchiri said. “We are now 
forced to look for alternative ways to water our 
crops. The problem is we cannot afford these 
pumps because they are up to $300. So we are 
forced to rely on the big government projects.

Tanzania’s minister of agriculture, Charles Ti-
zeba, said: “There are 94-million hectares of 
arable land currently being farmed in Tanza-
nia, of which only 45 000 hectares are being 
farmed with an irrigation system. In the past 
our government has invested in large irrigation 
systems. But out of 2400 systems, only 906 are 
currently functioning.”

Most of these large-scale irrigation projects, 
into which government has invested, had 
failed, he said, because the cost of maintaining 
the sprinklers and pumps was left to the state.

More irrigation, 
less migration
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Two new partnerships to enhance the 
diagnostics infrastructure in Nigeria and 
Uganda build on the progress Zoetis is 
making with its African Livestock Pro-

ductivity and Health Advancement (ALPHA) 
initiative in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates foundation 
and Zoetis, ALPHA aims to develop a new vet-
erinary diagnostic lab in Nigeria in partnership 
with Chi Farms, as well as facilitate sustainable 
animal health conditions in Uganda.

Continued efforts around training and educa-
tion are supporting development of ALPHA 
followed by preparation for new products ap-
proval. 

Expanding diagnostics networks for live-
stock in Africa
Zoetis and Chi Farms Limited, a subsidiary of 
the TGI Group, recently announced their part-
nership to inaugurate a state-of-the-art animal 
care veterinary centre tagged ‘City Laboratory’ 
in Ibadan, Oyo State.

The project will execute scientific research pro-
grammes, deliver quality diagnostic products, 
medicines and vaccines, carry out genetic tests, 
offer bio-devices and deliver a range of other 
animal care services.

The laboratory has been established with the 
purpose of improving the health of livestock in 
Nigeria through the production and supply of 
quality medicines and veterinary consultations.

Joshua Olorungbemi, Country Lead, Zoetis/
ALPHA initiative said: “We are committed to 
supporting a similar laboratory network across 
Nigeria to enable farmers to have access to 
veterinary diagnostic services.”

The General Manager of Chi Farms Limited, 
Dr Tunji Olaitan, said: “We offer a wide range 
of products and services, and by providing 
these facilities we will open up access to qual-
ity healthcare delivery and management. Our 
goal is to ensure farmers’ investments are se-
cure and sustainable.”

CHI Farms’ selection by Zoetis as one of Nige-
ria’s executors of Project ALPHA was a welcome 
development he said, as the company forms 
alliances with like minds in order to create value 
for farmers and ultimately, the nation.

He further stated that “with Zoetis providing 
technical expertise as well as the materials and 
equipment needed for education and training, 
and the partners’ experience, facility and reach, 
the opening of the new veterinary centre will 
have a positive impact”. 

Expanding diagnostic services in Uganda
In Uganda, Zoetis has announced a new 
partnership with the Uganda Meat Producers 
Cooperative Union Ltd (UMPCU) to deliver 
sustainable animal health diagnostic services, 
education and training to the country’s veteri-
narians and farmers. 

“Improving animal health in beef farms is im-
portant in contributing to our sustainable eco-
nomic development goals and business oppor-
tunities in Uganda,” said Herbert Kamugisha, 
Chairman of the UMPCU. “The partnership 
should result in valuable diagnostic and farm-
er outreach services that will ensure improved 
beef production and food safety among rural 
livestock farmers in Uganda.”

Zoetis will partner with UMPCU to support the 
laboratory equipment set-up in two Livestock 
Resource Centres; one in Butalangu-Nakaseke 
district and the other one in Nabitanga-Sem-
babule district. Zoetis will provide expertise 
and deliver veterinary diagnostics training, ed-
ucational material for farmers, as well as digital 
tools. 

These additional resources will allow UMPCU to 
bring high-quality diagnostic services to farm-
ers and improve the diagnosis rate of major 
livestock production diseases. This approach 
will also encourage the correct and responsible 
use of veterinary products. 

The ultimate aim of this strategic partnership 
will be to meet the current needs of farmers 
and veterinarians in regard to the most prev-
alent and important cattle diseases, and meet 
the requirements of different players in the lo-
cal beef market.

Important step for ALPHA initiative
“With the Zoetis ALPHA initiative, Zoetis was 
looking for partners with an excellent network 
in animal health and strong geographical cov-
erage, that could act as a point of contact for 
farmers and vets,” said Dr Gabriel Varga, Re-
gional Director, Africa, Zoetis and leader of the 
ALPHA initiative. 

“Having a partner like UMPCU with experience 
along the food production value chain - from 
the farm to the fork - is very important in 
proving the positive impact these diagnostic 
solutions and training opportunities can help 
deliver.”

Foundation for enhanced veterinary care 
Dr Varga says Zoetis has seen at first-hand the 
dire animal health situation in sub-Saharan Af-
rica and has been working on all possible fronts 
to quickly establish the framework for success 
of the ALPHA initiative. 

“We have made good progress and have also 
learned a lot. We are applying our learnings to 
achieve pioneering results in our first project 
year. Looking ahead, we are taking steps to 
ensure we can continue to build the infrastruc-
ture needed to help veterinarians and farmers 
to improve the health and productivity of their 
livestock and livelihoods.” 

Rob Kelly, President, International Operations at 
Zoetis says animal health is extremely import-
ant in contributing to sustainable economic 
development goals and business opportunities 
in Africa. “Farming and animal agriculture are 
major forms of livelihood for people in sub-Sa-
haran Africa. By improving access to critical 
veterinary products and services, and building 
an infrastructure for quality animal healthcare, 
we can make a positive long-term impact.” 

About Zoetis
Zoetis is a leading animal health company, 
dedicated to supporting its customers and 
their businesses. Building on more than 60 
years of experience in animal health, Zoetis 
discovers, develops, manufactures and mar-
kets veterinary vaccines and medicines, com-
plemented by diagnostic products, genetic 
tests, biodevices and a range of services. Zoe-
tis serves veterinarians, livestock producers 
and people who raise and care for farm and 
companion animals with sales of its prod-
ucts in more than 100 countries. In 2017, the 
company generated annual revenue of $5.3 
billion with approximately 9,000 employees. 

For more information, visit www.zoetis.com.

CHI FARM employees performing sensitivity 
testing for cattle samples in Nigeria.

Zoetis’ ALPHA initiative advances livestock 
health in Nigeria and Uganda
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