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nardi-harvesting.com        Nardi on Youtube ›

NARDI HARVESTING. All crops. All combines.
High-productivity headers from Italy arrive in Africa.

Italian design. Strong construction. Built for all combine models...since 35 years.
NARDI headers can harvest with efficiency and versatility your crops. We offer a wide range to harvest all crops: sunflowers, 
corn, soybeans, chickpeas, sesame, sorghum and castor oil. We also produce a line of trailers to safely transport up to 40 km/h 
all the header types on your courtyard to the field. 

MAIZE
Maïs

TRAILER
Chariot

MULTICROP
Multicultures

SUNFLOWER & SORGHUM
Tournesol et sorgho

WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR DEALERS 

IN AFRICA.
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Editorial Comment

Let smallholder farmers take a lead

            s the New Year ushers in fresh      
            focus for many, farming by small 
             holder farmers should also witness  
a drive on the East African bloc.

We welcome the call by Eastern Africa 
Farmers Federation (EAFF) for aggre-
gation of smallholder farmers through 
farmers’ organisations to create an en-
abling environment for farmers to thrive.
 
The several advantages which in-
clude efficient agro-service and ex-
tension delivery, technology adap-
tation and mechanisation should be 
witnessed in agriculture, through this shift.
 
In addition, data on farming is need-
ed to inform decision-making on in-
vestment and innovation with re-
gard to technology, financing, value 
addition, policy and advisory services.

The digital revolution taking place in the ag-
riculture sector and big data applications 
are re-shaping power relations among val-
ue chain actors, we welcome this, only if 
the small holder farmers take advantage.

As a result EAFF embraces use of tech-
nology as the transformational tool to 
help achieve the objectives of this new 
strategy.
 
On other news Your Agriculture, a 
worldwide manufacturer and dis-
tributor of agricultural equipment 
has unveiled it’s pioneering Farm 
in a Box (FIAB) initiative for Africa.
AGCO’s FIAB is an innovative solution for 
small-scale farmers to gain access to the 

machinery they need to transform their 
operations and achieve profitable busi-
nesses.

FIAB launch is an indication that small-
holder farmers should take charge drive 
farming industries.

Another hint that smallholder farmers are 
taking the lead is that Ethiopia has har-
nessed the value of a full range of irrigation 
technologies. These have ranged small-
scale interventions to large infrastructure.

The joint project between the Ethiopian 
Bureau of Agriculture, local extension of-
ficers, and an NGO called Farm Africa, for 
example, helped women and young peo-
ple adopt small-scale irrigation, as part 
of an initiative to increase incomes and 

Overall, the project reached nearly 6,400 
women and landless people while the irri-
gation project also benefited 700 farming 
families.

Without doubt farming for small-
holder farmers is slowly being cata-
pult and will make massive strides.

Enjoy the read and remember to email on 
drewmara@gmail.com  with comments, 
suggestion and letters!

A
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Cover Story

Smallholder farmers 
consider aggregation - EAFF

   astern Africa Farmers Fede-
r     ation (EAFF) has called for ag-
       gregation of smallholder farmers 
through farmers’ organisations to create an 
enabling environment for farmers to thrive. 

“Aggregation can support efficient 
agro-service and extension delivery, 
technology adaptation and mech-
anisation in agriculture, input pro-
curement at favourable prices and 
competitiveness in output markets. 

“In addition, data on farming is needed 
to inform decision-making on investment 
and innovation with regard to technology, 
financing, value addition, policy and ad-
visory services,” said Norbert Tuyishime, 
EAFF Program officer in charge of agri-
business and trade with a broad rural 
development experience in East Africa. 

Tuyishime said apart from farmer profiles 
providing general bio data, EAFF recog-
nises an overall lack of historic data on 
farm activities, which would allow banks 
to credit score farmers and advance loans.

Since  2013, EAFF has shifted its focus from 
lobbying and advocacy to strengthening 
the role of farmers in profitable value chains 
enabled by strong entrepreneurship. 

“EAFF thereby focusses on knowledge, 
institutional development, policy, part-
nerships and youth,” said Tuyishine. 

He said with the digital revolution tak-
ing place in the agriculture sector, big 
data applications are re-shaping pow-
er relations among value chain actors.
As a result EAFF embraces use of tech-
nology as the transformational tool to help 
achieve the objectives of this new strategy. 

In this framework, EAFF launched the 
e-Granary project in Kenya in 2016 in part-
nership with PAFO, AgriCord and CTA.
e-Granary is a mobile-based platform 
aimed at increasing access to markets 
and e-extension services. 

The platform provides 4-in-1 services; it 
aggregates farmers for input and output 
markets and financial and extension ser-
vices, in the maize, rice, beans, green gram, 
black-eyed bean and soya value chains. 

He says to access the platform, farm-
ers need to be members of a farm-
ers’ organisation and register their 
bio data, crop and harvesting data. 

The platform is gradually evolving in 
an ecosystem that serves stakehold-
ers through various connected services.

For farmers, it enables sales at best 
prices, access to certified inputs, af-
fordable tailor-made financial solu-
tions, and access to timely e-exten-
sion on agronomic advice, post-harvest 
management and financial literacy.

On the other hand for financial institu-
tions, it allows access to bankable and 
de-risked smallholders to market var-
ious financial products, such as insur-
ance as a bundled product with a loan.
For buyers, it allows access to better qual-
ity traceable produce in a large market-
place at competitive price without the ex-
orbitant premium charged by middlemen.

“The core services provided through 
e-Granary are: group purchase of ag-
riculture inputs, learning groups, mi-
cro-finance and micro-insurance, policy 
and advocacy, coordination of contract 
farming with millers and buyers, coordi-
nation of post-harvest services, coordina-
tion of farm equipment leasing and crop 
management e-extension and tools.”

By end 2018, 103,000 farmers had 
registered on the platform, a sig-
nificant increase compared to the 
39,000 and 5,000 registered farm-
ers in 2017 and 2016 respectively. 
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Smallholder farmers consider aggregation - EAFF continued
The platform has already trained over 
3,000 trainers of trainers on struc-
tured trade, agronomy, financial lit-
eracy and extension, and targets to 
reach 20,000 smallholder farmers by 
2018 through voice and text messag-
es at different stages of crop season. 

In 2017, e-Granary assisted 3,627 
farmers to access loans in the form of 
certified inputs (seeds and fertilisers) 
worth €136,036. Collectively, e-Gra-
nary farmers have sold 316 MT of 
maize and soybean worth €77,141.

Tuyishine said aggregation of farmer 
needs and data are key enabling fac-
tors to strengthen the position of small-
holder farmers in agricultural markets. 

He added that for farmers to enhance 
their position, there is need to access fi-
nance for inputs. 

“Where financing is not easily accessible, 
farmers recycle seeds, use less fertiliser 
and rarely use necessary chemicals to pro-
tect their crops, and increase production. 

“The most effective business model for 
smallholder farming financing is non-cash 

input loans, such as seeds, fertilisers and 
insurance.” 

The e-Granary experience has shown 
that uptake of insurance increases 
when bundled with input loans. E-ex-
tension provides farmers with time-
ly information so that they are able to 
anticipate risks and minimise losses.

Farmers across the region are eager to 
participate in the e-Granary due to their 
concerns for climate change vulnerability 
and access to markets and certified inputs. 
In 2019, the platform intends to register 
340,000 farmers, of which 150,000 will re-
ceive e-extension services. 

Tuyishine said the objective is to turn 10 
percent of e-Granary member farmers 
into active users of loans worth €879,000 
with the volume and value of sales 
reaching 1,000 MT and over €1,300,000 
respectively. EAFF is launching e-Gra-
nary in Uganda and Rwanda by end of 
2018 and in Tanzania in the near future.

A strong concern for upscaling is, how-
ever, limited technical capacities of 
smallholder farmers in structured trade 

Tuyishine highlights that a lot of ca-
pacity building is needed on collective 
marketing, contractual farming, finance 
management and use of digital solu-
tions in agriculture to enable smallholder 
farmers to truly benefit from the digital 
transformation in agriculture in Africa.

In East Africa, the agriculture sector is 
dominated by smallholder farming (aver-
aging 0.2–3 ha), with 60 percent of farm-
ers making less than €1.5/day. Fertiliser 
use among these farmers is low; about 
1.7 kg/acre against 60 kg/acre globally. 

The agricultural sector is mainly rain-
fed and entirely dependent on bimodal 
rainfall, making it vulnerable for frequent 
drought-related crop failure. 

Under pressure to deliver even more food 
for rapidly growing and urbanised popula-
tions, generate and sustain employment, 
incomes and livelihoods, smallholder 
farmers who do not aggregate around 
input and output markets or other ag-
ricultural services, such as extension, 
credit, transport, mechanisation or ware-
housing, fall short of realising their po-
tential for agricultural commercialisation.

Impex Barneveld B.V. 
Harselaarseweg 129 | P.O. Box 20 | 3770 AA Barneveld | Holland
T +31 (0)342 416641 | www.impex.nl | info@impex.nl

Innovative
drinking
technology



 7                                                                             www.eastafrican-agrinews.com   /   East African Agrinews | January - March 2019

T           he unusually hot summer of 2018  
       showed that climate change affe-
                   cts a central part of our lives: agricu-
lture. The severe drought in Liechtenstein 
led to large losses in the hay harvest.
In countries of the Global South, the con-
sequences of climate change are already 
much more drastic. In Africa, for exam-
ple, extreme weather conditions threat-
en food security for millions of people.

East Africa has encountered droughts 
at increasingly shorter intervals in recent 
years, most recently in 2005-6, 2009, 
2011, 2014-15, and 2017. Apart from 
drought, the conditions for agriculture 
are also becoming increasingly difficult 
due to the gradual rise in temperature, 
salinization and changing rainy seasons.

Serious consequences include decreas-
ing availability of food and increasing 
conflicts over water–both obstacles to 
development opportunities of the affected 
states and possible triggers for migration.
Agriculture and the food system are 
not only victims but also causes of cli-
mate change. The term “food system” 
refers to the entire food cycle, from 
production to harvesting, storage, dis-
tribution, consumption, and disposal.

This cycle produces significant amounts of 
greenhouse gas emissions. Paradoxically, 
modern industrial agriculture aims to inten-
sify operations to compensate for the loss 
of production caused by climate change.

However, using ever more fossil fuels, 
synthetic fertilizers, and agrochemicals 
increases emissions of climate-dam-
aging gases instead of reducing them. 
Industrialized agriculture causes ad-
ditional problems as well, including 
large-scale deforestation, immense 
water consumption, soil compaction 
and erosion, chemical pollution of the 
environment, and biodiversity loss.

This exacerbates the overexploitation 
of natural resources and increases cli-
mate change vulnerability. “Industrial 
agriculture has reached a dead end—
there is no option to continue as be-
fore,” warns Hans Rudolf Herren, winner 
of the World Food Prize and longtime 
president of the Biovision Foundation.

The renowned agronomist and entomol-
ogist urges global agriculture to embrace 
organic, multifunctional, healthy and sus-
tainable practices that take agroecolog-
ical principles into account, rather than 
striving for the highest possible yields.
This option is now also recognized 
by the UN Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) as a response to the 
many challenges of climate change.

Climate change is a complex problem 
involving various factors. This calls for 
holistic solutions. These include agro-
ecology adapted to the local political, 
social, and natural conditions. An im-
portant principle of agroecology is the 
promotion of diversity. The more diverse 
an ecosystem is, the more flexible it can 
react to changes, recover from distur-
bances, and adapt to new conditions.

Diversified agroecosystems use syn-
ergies from mixed cultivation or agro-
forestry systems and rely on natural 
fertilizers from compost and manure. 
Agroecology combines traditional and 
new knowledge. This includes locally 
adapted and robust plant varieties and 
animal breeds. Efficiency-enhancing 
measures, such as irrigation systems, 
are becoming increasingly important.

At the societal level, fair trade conditions 
and market access for all producers are 
important, as is responsible governance. 
The latter is necessary to coordinate 
and issue appropriate political policies.

A breakthrough for agroecology prin-
ciples will require dialogue between 
all actors involved. Only then can 
the course of agriculture change to-
wards a joint sustainable future.

This is the aim of the Biovision Founda-
tion’s advocacy team. Together with an 
alliance of goal-oriented organizations 
and states, these agroecology advocates 
succeeded in establishing the demand for 
sustainable agriculture as part of the UN’s 
17 sustainability goals in New York in 2015.

The Biovision Foundation supports the 
achievement of these goals both for agri-
culture and for climate protection at three 
levels: Here at Biovision, we focus on 
raising public awareness for sustainable 
consumption and on establishing a net-
work to implement sustainability goals.

At the international level, the advocacy 
team discusses agroecology with inter-
ested country representatives to position 
agroecology principles in the UN Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change.

In the project “Advocacy for Agroecol-
ogy,” Biovision supports countries with 
concrete recommendations for action 
and a coordinated policy dialogue to plan 
climate-friendly agroecological measures.

Through various grassroots projects 
in Africa, Biovision has demonstrat-
ed various concrete examples of suc-
cessful application of these measures. 

LED’s support to train and inform small-
holders is of crucial importance for farmers 
to have the ability to prepare themselves 
for the consequences of climate change.

* Peter Lüthi is in Communications 
at the Biovision Foundation for 
Ecological Development, Zurich.

Feature

Complex challenges for agriculture
By Peter Lüthi*
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Business, Companies & Markets

Bayer, Tinga empower farmers
           rop sciences conglomerate Bayer 
             East Africa and equipment leasing 
          firm Tinga have partnered to train 
over 2,500 farmers on mechanised farm-
ing. According to a communiqué from the 
companies Tinga will provide training on 
crop management practices and protec-
tion to improve harvests using technology.

Titus Musyoka, Tinga Manager said the 
firm was working with various stake-
holders to help farmers produce more.

“We are not just here to lease, rent or 
hire tractors but to ensure that farmers 
use modern and appropriate technol-
ogy to produce more,” he said. Musyo-
ka said if every farmer adopted modern 
technology food production in East Afri-
ca would increase by up to 300 per cent.

“Training and adoption of modern 
technology will help farmers produce 
up to five times what they do today 
per acre. This would improve the liv-

ing standards of the farmers, help the 
country achieve food security and re-
duce reliance on maize,” he added.

Bayer Smallholder Farming Manager Di-
ana Gitonga said: “Since we partnered 
with Tinga in 2017, land preparation 
has become cheaper and easier as Tin-
ga provides farm support and advisory.”

C

DISTRIBUTORS NEEDED
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Regional News

Africa’s ‘farm in a box’ launched
   our Agriculture, a worldwide 
     manufacturer and distributor of 
            agricultural equipment has unve-
iled its pioneering Farm in a Box (FIAB) 
initiative for Africa.

 “With this brand-new new concept, 
we aim to take farm mechanization 
plus all its necessary support facilities 
deep into previously underserviced ru-
ral communities in Africa,” said Mar-
tin Richenhagen, President, Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer of AGCO.
 
FIAB offers a package of essen-
tial farm equipment including a trac-
tor and implements together with the 
crucial support mechanisms such as 
parts, workshop tools, training and 
expertise to ensure sustainable and 
productive machinery operations.
 
Some of the equipment is packed inside 
a box – a modified shipping container – 
which is then used as an office or work-
shop. In sub-Saharan Africa, humans pro-
vide 65 percent of the power required for 
land preparation. Capacity-building and 
agricultural mechanization are a priority 
to facilitate food security and unlock the 
potential of small-scale farming in Africa.
 
AGCO’s FIAB is an innovative solution 
for small-scale farmers to gain access 
to the machinery they need to trans-
form their operations and achieve prof-
itable businesses. According to AGCO 
FIAB designed as a localized farm sup-
port center which delivers mechani-
zation services to rural communities.
 
Research shows that demand for ma-
chinery is high in these remote areas but 
barriers such as affordability, availability, 
maintenance or repair services and in-
adequate farmer skills and training are 
hindering the uptake of mechanization.  
FIAB offers a 45-80hp tractor and im-
plements - such as a ripper, disc har-
row, trailer and planter - to carry out 
land preparation, planting and crop 
transport, plus parts and workshop 
tools for their service and maintenance.
 
The objective is to offer ‘for-hire’ mech-
anization services to small-holder farm-
ers, enabling them to reap the benefits 
of agricultural equipment without having 
to invest in capital assets. The package 
includes training programs and support 
from a dedicated AGCO Operations Sup-

port Center which provides technical 
advice and guidance. Importantly, FIAB 
takes maximum advantage of the latest 
telemetry and mobile technology to en-
able remote monitoring of the equipment 
and the use of mobile apps. This high lev-
el of monitoring, support and guidance 
from AGCO really sets the concept apart.
  
FIAB is very much an entrepreneurial plat-
form and operates on a franchise model, 
with franchisees appointed and trained 
by AGCO and the in-country Distribution 

partners. Typical franchise holders would 
be those with relatively well-established 
businesses successfully serving the ag-
ricultural community within their sphere. 
This franchise model helps build the 
capacity of small-scale enterpris-
es and provides business opportuni-
ties for entrepreneurs, contractors and 
the many specialty agricultural supply 
stores – known as agro-dealers – pres-
ent throughout Africa’s rural areas.

“The thinking behind FIAB is definite-

Y
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Regional News

Africa’s ‘farm in a box’ launched continued
ly outside of the box but the bene-
fits literally come inside a box,” said 
Richenhagen at the launch event. 
“It’s a win-win situation for all participants.”
Acting as a localized hub of know-how 
and practical help, the franchise part-
ner offers hire of equipment and driv-
ers to local farmers and small-hold-
ers, enabling them to boost their crop 
production processes and output.
 
Furthermore, franchisees expand their 
businesses and provide potential new 
employment opportunities in the local-
ity. Local communities benefit from im-

proved economies as a result of the en-
richment of the agricultural value chain. 
For AGCO, it leads to increases in sales 
of products and services and further de-
velops the company’s footprint in Africa.

“With AGCO’s wide-ranging experience 
serving African farmers, the company 
is uniquely positioned to develop inno-
vative solutions to meet the challenge 
of sustainable and productive farming 
on the continent,” said Richenhagen.
 
“There is an urgent need to empower the 
millions of smallholder farmers in Africa to 

ensure food security. Tailored, inclusive 
and integrated approaches to agricultural 
mechanization can increase the welfare 
of farm households and create opportu-
nities for economic growth in rural areas.

Our Farm in a Box is yet anoth-
er initiative fulfilling AGCO’s com-
mitment to ‘Run Africa from Africa’.”
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Regional News

EU fund EAC bloc’s armyworms fight
       he East African Community (EAC) 
           has received financial aid from the      
        European Commission Directorate 
for International Cooperation and Devel-
opment (DEVCO) to fight fall armyworms.

The EU development cooperation 
through the International Centre of In-
sect Physiology and Ecology (Icipe) 
injected  €7m to assistance the bloc 
combat fall army worm in Kenya, Ethi-
opia, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda.

Dr. Sunday Ekesi, Icipe’s Director of Re-
search and Partnership said efforts to 
fight and control the perilous plant pest 
through the use of conventional meth-
ods, such as use of insecticides had 
proven to be complicated. “This is be-
cause the adult stage of the pest is 
most active at night, and the infestation 
is only detected after damage has been 
caused to the crop,” explained the expert.

He noted that the destructive pest had a 
diverse range of alternative host plants 
that enabled its populations to persist 
and spread. “Moreover, the fall armyworm 
has been shown to develop resistance to 
some insecticides, while the performance 
of such chemicals is also hindered by lim-
ited knowledge and purchasing power of 
farmers, resulting into use of low quality, 
and often harmful products,” he added.

In partnership with various stakehold-
ers, the Centre has initiated a range of 
activities, including capacity for early 
warning, rapid response and region-
al preparedness, and damage as-
sessment across various ecologies.

Since January 2016, the fall armyworm 
(Spodoptera frugiperda), a very destruc-
tive pest that is endemic to the Amer-
icas, has been devastating maize and 
other crops in at least 43 African coun-
tries, placing at risk the food and nutri-
tion security, and indeed the very liveli-
hoods, of more than 300 million people.
When maize is attacked by the destructive 
pests, it can lead to 100 per cent crop loss.

Last year, the United Nation’s Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) en-
tered into two agreements worth $2mil-
lion with the then Tanzanian Ministry of 
Agriculture Livestock and Fisheries to 
boost surveillance of fall army worms.
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Regional News

      he National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) and Tanza-
         nia Agriculture Development Bank (TADB) have signed a      
     contract to yield greener pastures for the Tanzanian 
farmers. According to media reports, the banks role is 
to issue minimal credits to farmers while the agency will 
be responsible for purchasing crop from farmers before 
supplying it to markets both locally and internationally.

Japhet Justine, TADB Managing Director said the duo 
agreement is meant to ensure sustainability of the food 
crop that will be facilitated by the market.He allud-
ed that over Sh3 billion worth of loans had been issued 
to 22 groups of farmers to modernise maize cultivation.

Despite increasing production last season, the returns at-
tained was less than expected. It is therefore more reason 
that TADB, in partnership with NFRA is in search of long term 
solutions that will benefit the farmers and the country at large.

“Notwithstanding the purchase of 36,000 tonnes of maize by 
the World Food Programme (WFP), a huge consignment of 
the crop is still in the farmers’ warehouses, therefore as agri-

culture stakeholders, it is our responsibility to ensure that they 
are sold,” said Justine. He pointed out further that through 
agreements between NFRA and buyers of maize from abroad, 
TADB will find a guideline of issuing loans to farmers through 
Smallholder Farmers Credit Guarantee Scheme (SCGS).

“The fifth phase government under the leadership of Pres-
ident John Magifuli has expressed its interest in improv-
ing the lives of its people especially the less privileged in-
cluding the farmers, therefore our role here is to make 
sure that the government’s objective is achieved,” he said.
Meanwhile, the Acting Chief Executive Officer of NFRA, Vumilia 
Zikankuba said talks with TADB were important for the farmers.

“NFRA is eying reduced dependency on the govern-
ment in the execution of its duties, therefore we want 
to partner with other stakeholders such as TADB to se-
cure funds to store crops and build markets,” she said.
She added that through the agreement entered be-
tween the two sides, the NFRA would secure a loan 
to purchase maize from farmers at a good price and 
the move would give a market assurance to farmers.

Maize cultivation gets 
boost in Tanzania
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New technologies boost Ethiopia’s 
agriculture 

          thiopia has emerged as an engine  
        of development in Africa, following 
     its rapid economic growth avera-
ging ten percent every year between 2004 
and 2014.

The growth resonates well with govern-
ment’s blueprint to achieve middle-in-
come status – or gross national income 
of at least US$1006 per capita – by 2025.

According to the World Bank, the econom-
ic growth also has potential to fuel a rapid 
increase in per capita income for Ethiopia.

Statistics indicate that Ethiopia’s growth 
has been propelled by prioritisation of 
agriculture as a key contributor to de-
velopment and the fast-paced adoption 

of new technologies to boost the sector.

The available data highlights that a third 
of  agriculture, and more than 12 million 
households rely on small-scale farm-
ing for their livelihoods. And one of the 
drivers of growth in the agricultural sec-
tor has been the expansion of irrigation.
 
The country has seen the fast-
est growth in irrigation, the area un-
der irrigation increased by almost 
52 percent between 2002 and 2014.

This was achieved by investing in the sec-
tor, and by harnessing technology to ex-
pand irrigation to farmers who tradition-
ally relied on rainfall to water their crops. 
The development has also boosted pro-

ductivity and income for farmers by helping 
them extend the growing season and be-
come more consistent in their production.

Ethiopia’s main reasons for agriculture 
and irrigation success have been fea-
tured on the country’s policy agenda 
since 1991. In addition, specialised in-
stitutions have been set up with clear 
commitments to maximise the bene-
fits of water control and irrigation sys-
tems. The government has invested in 
the sector and has plans to continue 
doing so. It aims to allocate US$15 bil-
lion to irrigation development by 2020.

The investment is expected to deliver a 
number of returns which include more 
efficient use of fertilisers, a reduction in 
the seasonal variability in productivity and 
better yields from irrigated crops grown.

In 2013, Ethiopia’s Agricultural Transfor-
mation Agency began mapping more than 
32,400 sq kms to identify water resourc-
es, particularly shallow groundwater, with 
the potential for irrigation development.

The final results of this mapping in 89 dis-
tricts revealed nearly 3 billion cubic me-
tres of water at a depth of less than 30 
meters. This could allow approximately 
100,000 hectares of land to be brought un-
der irrigation, benefiting 376,000 families.

Finally, Ethiopia has harnessed the val-
ue of a full range of irrigation technol-
ogies. These have ranged small-scale 
interventions to large infrastructure.

A joint project between the Ethiopian 
Bureau of Agriculture, local extension 
officers, and an NGO called Farm Africa, 
for example, helped women and young 
people adopt small-scale irrigation. This 
was part of an initiative to increase their 
incomes and improve their nutrition.

Overall, the project reached near-
ly 6,400 women and landless peo-
ple while the irrigation project also 
benefited 700 farming families.
Meanwhile, only six percent of ara-
ble land is currently irrigated across 
the whole of Africa, an indication that 
there’s huge potential to expand irri-
gation and unlock economic growth. 



 15                                                                             www.eastafrican-agrinews.com   /   East African Agrinews | January - March 2019

Regional News

Tanzania’s agriculture sector gets boost
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feed as well as straw.

        ew partnership worth US$1.14 million has been launc-
     hed between Ireland and Trademark East Africa to 
        facilitate increased trade and improve income opport-
unities within Tanzania’s agriculture sector. The grant is the first 
for TMEA from Ireland complementing an investment, announced 
last year of US$3.14 million to improve Tanzania’s economy, 
as further support is expected in the next coming three years.

Trademark East Africa’s work in Tanzania centres on strength-
ening the environment for trade and business, with a fo-
cus on increased physical access to markets, building an 
enhanced regulatory environment for trade and promot-
ing improved business competitiveness. “Over the past 50 
years, Ireland has evolved from being a relatively closed 
economy to one of the most open economies in the world.
 
This experience has transformed our country beyond recog-
nition. As a small open economy, trade and investment have 
become fundamental to achieving sustainable growth in Ireland 
and quality jobs for all our citizens,” said Ambassador Paul 
Sherlock. The Ambassador said increased trade is a powerful 
means by which to stimulate economic growth and job creation 

in Tanzania and it will need to be a central priority if Tanzania is to 
achieve its target of becoming a middle-income country by 2025.
Ambassador Sherlock also emphasised the importance of 
Trademark East Africa’s work over the coming six months 
in supporting the operation of the Tanzania Mercantile 
Exchange and on its specific programming which sup-
ports increased inclusion of women in cross-border trade.

“This programme builds the capacity of women traders in 
Tanzania, including supporting them to mobilise resourc-
es to establish industrial parks for women food proces-
sers, and be able to access markets outside Tanzania.”

Sherlock also spoke about the Africa Agri-Food Develop-
ment Fund designed to support sustainable growth of the 
agri-food industry in Africa, build markets for African ex-
ports and support mutual trade between Ireland and Africa. 

He expressed hope that the Fund will be accessed by 
Tanzanian firms to establish business links with Ire-
land and increase trade and investment in this sector.
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The solution? African trade, not African aid
   ccording to the World Economic Forum, the 
    greatest opportunity for realizing Africa’s growth 
     potential is often overlooked, despite lying within 
the continent: Africa’s ability to trade and do business with itself.

To paraphrase South African president, Cyril Ramaphosa, “If 
we do not buy the food that comes out of African soil, there 
will be no farms and no farmworkers. If we do not buy the 
goods made by African hands, there will be no factories and 
no workers. The most direct way for Africans and African 
companies to create jobs is to buy only African products.”

One of the difficulties with inter-African trade is that there are 
still many companies who are hesitant to buy African goods 
because of the preconception that they are inferior to import-
ed goods.  “What many buyers don’t realise is that even the 
spares imported from original equipment manufacturers in 
Europe are often produced cheaply in countries such as Chi-
na or India,” says Mikko Brunner, director of Renlaw Engi-
neering, South Africa’s industrial machine knife manufacturer.

“The biggest problem which we face in the African market is 
the lack of faith in African-produced goods. Our business often 
finds it easier to sell to foreign markets than to local users. Even 
though we source all our speciality steels from Germany and our 
key personnel all have years of experience and European train-
ing and qualifications, it has taken us a very long time to get to 
the position where we now find ourselves in the market, with Af-
rican customers trusting the quality of our work,” states Mikko.

With a fragile global economy, the pressure is on buyers to 
source quality products at good prices and one of the best ways 
to do this is to cut out part of the supply chain and the associat-
ed transportation costs. “There are many value-adding suppliers 
in Africa. The difficult part is to try to distinguish the good from 
the bad. We are always open to testing African products and al-
though not all of them stand up to the high standards which we 
demand, we have had some pleasant surprises where they ac-

tually outperform their European or Asian equivalents. At Renlaw 
we try to source locally as much as possible although certain ma-
terials such as our toolsteels are not produced on the continent 
and must be bought in from overseas suppliers,” says Mikko.
 
Renlaw manufactures industrial machine knives, primarily for 
the packaging and food-processing industries. They have in-
vested heavily in the latest technology to ensure that they pro-
duce blading which is of equivalent or superior quality to import-
ed tooling. “We manufacture for most of the local OEM’s and 
have had fantastic feedback from both local and international 
customers. Being locally-based we can customise our tooling 
to each customers’ specific needs. Importers will usually im-
port standard blades which offer the same cutting geometries 
for all materials including foil, paper and plastics, whereas we 
can engineer the edges to suit the specific application. We have 
worked with many clients on product improvements and with 
just slight modifications to existing tool designs, we have of-
ten seen noticeable improvement in tooling performance, with 
tool-life being extended many times over. On top of this we also 
offer proprietary steels which improves each blade’s sharp-life 
compared to tools made from inferior steels,” explains Brunner.

Another difficulty which local tool suppliers and manufac-
turers encounter is the threat from local agents that a ma-
chine’s service agreement or guarantee might be void if ge-
neric parts are used instead of imported, original-branded 
spares. “This anti-competitive behaviour is more a coercion 
tactic than a legal argument,” says Mikko. “Your car’s guaran-
tee wouldn’t be invalidated simply because you used a differ-
ent brand of oil or windscreen wipers. Similarly, your machine 
guarantee is not void should you use generic consumables. 

What is important is that you do a bit of research 
on any new supplier that you are thinking of using, 
to make sure that they can back their products up.”
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Brunner suggests that the following points be looked at:

• Does the company manufacture locally or merely resell 
  imported goods?

• Are they an established business with a good       
  track-record?

• Do they already supply tools to well-known end-users? 
  (Larger companies generally only deal with competent 
  suppliers.)

• Do they manufacture for the local market only or do they also   
  export their goods?

• Will they supply samples for trialling?

Over the past six years, Renlaw has become Africa’s leading man-
ufacturer of precision cutting tooling for the food-processing and 
packaging industries.  In 2012 they came to a realisation that the 
only way in which they could compete globally was to design and 
develop their own computer controlled (CNC) production ma-
chinery and have now successfully built 4 CNC machines inhouse 
and have several more in production. This has given Renlaw an 
edge over their opposition and allows them to produce cutting 
tools of superior quality whilst keeping their prices competitive. 

AfricA’s leAding mAnufActurer 
of food-processing and packaging blades 

Made from the highest grades of German  

stainless- and toolsteels, Renlaw’s blades offer 

excellent corrosion-resistance along with superior 

sharp-life, enabling them to meet the most  

demanding of applications.  

We produce circular, straight and curved blades 

for our end-user customers, resellers and OEM’s, 

as well as a host of other cutting tooling with a 

wide range of sizes and bevels. These blades can 

be made with regular edges or with slots, scallops, 

steak-knife teeth or sweep-teeth (“arcuates”). 

Contact us now to see how we can add value to 

your business by lowering input costs, reducing 

downtime and improving the cutting process in 

your production lines. 

Cape Town (head office): +27 (0)21 701 7917 

Johannesburg (sales): +27 (0)79 155 7358 

www.renlaw.co.za 

Renlaw 
INDUSTRIAL CUTTING TOOLS 

Visit us at Propak Africa • 12-15 March • Hall 5, Booth C28      
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Seed varieties accessibility remains a headache
           s experts continue efforts to identify bottlenecks in the 
         implementation of harmonised seed regulations in the 
             Eastern and Southern Africa region, weak and outdated 
seed regulatory frameworks have been identified.

Ineffective agricultural extension systems, poor linkages between 
research and extension systems, long technology testing and re-
lease systems, weak public policy and regulatory environments, 
and the absence of a regionally coordinated efforts to deliver seed 
variety and technologies across similar agro-ecological zones in 
the continent, have been identified as other causative factors.

“While much has been done towards making new seed va-
rieties and technologies easily accessible to farming com-
munities, we are aware that some challenges still remain. 

“Seed systems in particular are still relatively inefficient and 
the movement of plant varieties across regions has been ham-
pered by policy and operational bottlenecks, which make the 
process of variety release, testing and registration unnec-
essarily lengthy,” said Dr. Denis Kyetere, African Agricultural 
Technology Foundation (AATF) Executive Director at a recent 
seed stakeholders’ forum.

The log jams have resulted in lack of faster seed va-
riety and technology registration, and slow-mov-
ing implementation of harmonised regional policies.

“For most varieties, the process of release takes at least two years, 
which implies that if the same variety has to be released and trad-
ed for farming in 10 countries, it will take up to 20 years, which is 
hardly rational,” said Nnenna Nwabufo, the Deputy Director-Gen-
eral, East Africa hub of the Africa Development Bank (AfDB).

Addressing these challenges, according to the experts, is 
essential to ease rapid deployment of proven seed variet-
ies and technologies across different regions without re-
peating their efficacies in similar agro-ecological zones.

The African Seed Trade Association (Afsta) in effect, advocates 
for a review of the outdated national seed policies and imple-
mentation of harmonised seed trade regulations, at region-
al levels to facilitate availability of quality seeds for farmers.

“We have embarked on progressing several factors through 
the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (Come-
sa) Seed Trade Harmonisation Implementation Plan (Com-ship) 
to achieve this,” said Alliance for Commodity Trade in Eastern 
and Southern Africa (Actesa) seed expert, Dr John Mukuka.

These interventions entail supporting countries in align-
ing to the Comesa seed system through phased domes-
tication, as well as supporting seed companies with va-
rieties in the Comesa variety catalogue, and hence 
more effectively trade using the bloc’s seed standards.



The management of Eshet Eilon from Israel, that developed high-tech post-harvest solutions, will present its
innovations this month in Kenya ,Uganda and Tanzania. Its developments, that include special Near-Infra-Red
sensors, can improve the capabilities of African packing-houses - and reduce the huge loss of fresh produce

A 2017 report by Dr. Jane Ambuko at the University of Nairobi shows clear and frightening data: between 30%
and 50% of food produced in Africa is lost even before arriving to the consumer. This reflects in over 20% of water
and farmland wasted on unconsumed produce. But why does this happen? Research says that part of the problem
is poor post-harvesting methods and facilities. A significant part of the great loss that we see each year is due to
problems in sorting, processing, packaging and storing produce.
Eshet Eilon, one of the leading companies supplying solutions for post-harvesting issues, has been working with
African farmers for years. Many of the packing houses in Africa, including a great number of places in Kenya, have
been using the services of Eshet Eilon for decades, receiving from them the help that is needed to adjust the right
technologies and post-harvesting methods to the type of harvest and to the complexities of each place. 
Eshet Eilon has a local representative who takes care of all the day-to-day needs of the packing houses in Kenya
and other countries in the continent. Additionally, Eshet Eilon has significant storing space, which helps for the
distribution of produce in order to try and decrease waste of fruits and vegetables. 

Importantly, Eshet Eilon has been combining both refurbished and new equipment for sorting, grading and
packaging fruits and vegetables. This allows for lower costs in packing houses where the budget is limited.
Eshet Eilon both designs and manufactures post harvesting systems with state-of-the-art technologies. With the
hard work of several engineers, the company has been able to adjust each technology to the needs and capacity
of each packing house individually. 
One of the systems developed by the company, called Eshet Optica, uses optical sensors and cameras during the
sorting process. The system allows for great detail on each fruit and vegetable, such as their shape, color, texture
and other visible defects. Through this technology it is possible to sort both fruits and vegetables and exclude those
with significant defects, which could include a wide variety of visual defects, such as irregular shape, color or size.
Eshet Eilon collaborates with a wide range of research institutions, in order to develop more advanced and
instrumental technologies. One of Eshet Eilon's collaborations is with the Volcani Institute in Israel and the Institute
of Agricultural Engineering of Israel's Ministry of Agriculture. 

INFRA-RED

It is due to this collaboration that Eshet Eilon has come out with one of the most outstanding tools for post
harvesting processes. This new technology, a Near-InfraRed (NIR) system, makes the lives of packing houses
easier and allows for better results by sorting fruits according to their internal qualities. This system uses unique
wavelengths to penetrate into the fruits or vegetables and acquire all the necessary information regarding their
chemical properties, thus giving us a precise indication of the quality of the fruit is. This kind of technology has
brought a significant improvement in the post harvesting world, by providing necessary information on fruits and
vegetables with high accuracy, reliability and speed.  
These and more technologies have been the focus of the hard work seen in Eshet Eilon. All of the new technologies
 are used throughout the world, for the handling of all types of produce, starting from bananas, mango and
avocados, and including also pineapples, sweet potatoes and many more fruits and vegetables.

THE VISIT IN AFRICA

This November the company's CEO, Menashe Tamir, together with more representatives of the company will be
coming to Africa, to meet with farmers from Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania and more. 
A large meeting open for all farmers and packing houses will be held during the visit, in order to present more
details on the technologies that are offered by the company.

Additionally, during the meeting the representatives will give more information regarding the different options for 
decreasing post harvesting costs, while also improving the work, and widening the variety of technologies
introduced in the post harvesting processes. These changes are necessary in order to make sure that the great
produce harvested all over Africa will not go to waste.

For more info please contact: menashe@eshet.co.il

THE ISRAELI COMPANY THAT WANTS TO SOLVE
THE NUMBER 1 PROBLEM OF AFRICAN AGRICULTURE 
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Dangote feeds 30,000 IDPs in Nigeria’s Zamfara

Italian-French partner to spur agro sector

    n yet another massive intervention, the Aliko Dangote Foun-   
    dation has launched a major philanthropic programme in  
  Nigeria’s Zamfara State, doling out food items running into 
several millions of naira to support victims of insurgency.

The farmers-herders clash and sporadic attacks by cattle rus-
tlers have displaced thousands, many of whom are currently 
seeking refuge at Maradun Local Government Area of the State.

According to official reports over 3,000 people have been 
killed, about 100,000 displaced, of which about 30,000 
are in Maradun LG, and over 500 people kidnapped.

Mansur Ahmed, the Foundation’s Group Executive Di-
rector Government Relations and Strategic Relations 
said the Foundation was supporting the government 
and traditional leaders in meeting the needs of the IDPs.

Dangote Foundation had also injected over N7billion to create 

 acfrut, the Italian international trade fair for the fruit and 
 vegetable sector and Sival, the French trade fair for plant 
 production and services have signed a partnership 
agreement.

“We are very pleased to be partners with Sival,” said Renzo Pi-
raccini, President of Macfrut citing that the two fairs have many 
common interests, hinged on promoting the fruit and vegetable 
supply chain. 

“For us, this is yet another step towards internationalisation, 
which is aimed at expanding Macfrut and creating opportunities 
for companies participating in trade fairs abroad,” Piraccini said.
Bruno Dupont, President of Sival his organisation is proud 
launch partnership with Macfrut.

“This growth can benefit everyone, our exhibitors, the sup-
ply chains and the territory. We are close to Macfrut team and 

soccour in North East in the wake of the Boko Haram insurgency. 

Ahmed said the company was building a 2000 ton capacity of 
rice mill in Maradun and that when completed this year it would 
create hundreds of job opportunities for the people of 
Zamfara State.

The Emir of Maradun Muhammad Garba Tambari said 
he was highly elated as the company is the first to inter-
vene by providing food support for displaced persons.

He commended Dangote for the gesture and prom-
ise to help secure his investment in his Emirate.
Some of the items delivered include trucks of semolina, sphag-
etti, sugar, wheatmeal and macroni.

Victims at the IDP camp who recounted their ordeal described 
the crisis as the worst in the country in the past five years. 

I am sure that this partnership will be fruitful,” said Dupont.

Under the agreement covers three main projects - Interna-
tional Asparagus Days, the specialised event on asparagus 
that was held in October 2018 at the Cesena Fiera exhibition 
centre, which attracted great interest from visitors and ex-
hibitors, will be held annually, alternately in Italy and France. 

The next edition will be held on 29-30 October 2019 in Angers 
and, in 2020, it will return to Italy.
 
The second project concerns Macfrut 2019, where there will be 
a French pavilion, organised by Sival.
 
In 2020, this initiative will be repeated (third project) the other 
way around: Macfrut will be present at the Sival trade fair in 
France with an Italian pavilion. 
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Scale up water use Middle East, 
North Africa told
     ood and Agriculture Organization
    (FAO) has called for scaling up
       of policies and investments in the 
Middle East and North Africa to make 
water use in agriculture more sustainable 
and efficient.

José Graziano da, FAO Director-General 
Silva said the development is to ensure 
that all the people in the region have ac-
cess to healthy diets.

“Here in the Middle East and North Africa 
region, water scarcity is certainly one of 
the main challenges for agriculture pro-
duction and development,” said Graziano 
to agriculture ministers and private sector 
representatives at the Agriculture, Fisher-
ies and Food Investment Forum in Oman.

The region has some of the lowest lev-
els of freshwater in the world, and these
mainly underground, non-renew- 

able stocks are being depleted. 

Freshwater has reduced by 60 percent 
in the last four decades and is expect-
ed to fall a further 50 percent by 2050. 

In the bloc, agriculture accounts for 85 
percent of the water use, and it will likely 
be the hardest hit by further shortages.

Graziano da Silva also urged govern-
ments and private sector representatives 
to take action to transform food systems 
in a way that allows people to consume 
fresher, healthier and more nutritious 
food, warning about the rising level of 
overweight and obesity malnutrition.

“About 2 billion people in the world are 
overweight nowadays. Out of them 
670 million are obese adults. This is 
about one out of 8 adults is obese. 

“Here in this region, the proportion of 
obese adults is even higher about 30 
percent - that means one out of 3 are 
obese. The growing rates of obesi-
ty is happening at a huge socio-eco-
nomic cost,” said Graziano da Silva.

Obesity and overweight are on the rise 
as the current food systems have made 
processed and industrialized food - high 
in fat, sugar, salt and chemical addi-
tives - more available and accessible.

This is particularly worrisome when coun-
tries have an excessive dependency on 
food imports as is the case in the region.

“Promoting the consumption of fish is an-
other way of tackling malnutrition, as well 
as of promoting economic growth and alle-
viating poverty,” added Graziano da Silva.
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New AGCO project support Africa’s agri 
mechanization
        GCO, Your Agriculture Company has signed a Letter
       of Intent (LOI) with the German Federal Ministry of 
             Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) to im-
plement a joint agricultural project in Africa.
 
The potential project is subject to further talks but the aim is to 
make measurable contributions to increasing agricultural pro-
ductivity and skills development.

Signed in Berlin by Martin Richenhagen, President, Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of AGCO, and Dr. Gerd Müller, Federal 
Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, the LOI is 
also to boost income and employment in African rural households.

“We expect that the collaboration between the BMZ, an important 
institution for international cooperation on agricultural projects, 
and AGCO, one of the world’s largest producers of farm machin-
ery, to trigger significant synergies,” said Martin Richenhagen.
 
“We both seek to foster mechanization to facilitate sustainable 
agriculture,” he added. The mechanization activities of both 
the BMZ and AGCO are designed to contribute to the United 
Nations’ 2030 Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) to eradicate extreme poverty and end hunger by 2030. 
The Goals also aim to double the agricultural productivity of 
small-scale food producers, ensure sustainable food produc-
tion systems and implement resilient agricultural practices.

“With the 2030 Agenda and SDG as a globally binding frame-

work for action, cooperation between the German Development 
Ministry and the private sector is becoming increasingly import-
ant,” said Dr. Müller.
 
“The close involvement of companies in joint measures enables 
private sector know-how and resources to be used for development 
policy goals. A world without hunger is possible if we join forces.”

AGCO is a member of the Grow Africa initiative of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) and the New Alliance for Food Security 
and Nutrition of the G8.
 
The company contributes to the New Vision for Agriculture goals 
of the WEF to provide food security for all people in an environ-
mentally-sustainable way, while generating economic growth and 
opportunity. Recently AGCO’s launched ‘Farm in a Box initiative’, 
which provides a package of essential farm equipment together 
with the crucial support mechanisms, is the company’s latest 
innovative solution to promoting farm mechanization in Africa.

The BMZ provides companies with financial and technical support 
for joint projects and partnership enables companies to make ef-
fective and efficient contribution to the implementation of develop-
ment objectives within the framework of their business activities.
 
With its special initiative ‘One World – No Hunger’, the BMZ is 
a strong supporter of agriculture and rural development through 
its Green Innovation Centers in African and Asian countries.
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Tri-States Grain Conditioning, Inc.
Grain Storage Made Better

tsgc@TSGCinc.com    www.TSGCinc.com

Do you know YOUR
Grain Temperature?

See your local silo dealer for more details.

Portable, Computerized & Wireless
Grain Monitoring Systems
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Obtain your free pass on : 
www.space.fr

10 - 13 SEPT. 2019
RENNES - FRANCE 

THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION FOR ANIMAL PRODUCTION

More than 1.400 exhibitors in 11 halls
and 250 booths outdoors.

An exhibit area of 16 Ha.

Free farm visits program.

More than 100.000 trade visitors,
including 14.000 international from 121 countries.

100 conferences over 4 days.

@SPACERennes #SPACE2019

+33 2 23 48 28 90   international@space.fr


