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Where certain areas in east Africa 
have a massive potential to supply 
milk, and are already producing 
significant amounts in regions such 

as Mbarara in Uganda and Eldoret in Kenya, 
there is still a big challenge on securing this 
milk. On the African’s countryside the struggle 
to provide their national markets with quality 
dairy products is difficult. More and more 
individual dairy farmers actually start to practice 
their farm operations as a business rather than 
continuing a traditional lifestyle. These farmers 
have a huge interest in upscaling their business 
operations, which is visible in the improvement 
of breeds and fodder conservation practices. 
This is all being done with a focus on producing 
more milk, to gain a higher income. 

Increasing milk quality
This increase of milk volumes does not 
immediately leads to much higher volumes of 
quality, bottled milk that consumers purchase 
in the city’s supermarkets. One of the main 
reasons for this is, that a large part of the raw 
milk is still being sold at informal markets, where 
receiving quick money is key on making sales. 
In most cases it does not pays off for farmers to 
sell all their milk in formal circuits as 2 monthly 
payments and even lower payments per litre 
are just not attractive. Farmers are businessmen 
after all. 

To increase quality milk for consumer markets 
in Africa it is important that a quality based 
payment system is introduced. By doing so, 
business minded farmers are being stimulated 

and this helps them to grow, while the farmers 
that are not too serious in their business will 
not develop further or even stop being a dairy 
farmer. 

In order to stimulate the supply of rural sourced 
quality milk, local milk collection points are 
required. Cooling the milk at these collection 
points can maintain milk quality as it’s delivered. 
The best is (also for the processor) to have 
a network of collection points with cooling 
facilities in rural areas operating closely to the 
farmers. This to make sure milk is being chilled 
after milking the cows as quick as possible. 

Invest to build a business
Mueller a main supplier of raw milk cooling 
solutions worldwide, exports to more than 60 
countries, considers local technical support and 
spare part availability key components of their 
activities. As a large player in the African dairy 
cooling equipment market, they see that there 
is a huge interest and demand for safe and 
quality food products as middle incomes and 
cities tend to grow rapidly.

In the experience of Mueller there are a lot 
of farmer groups, cooperatives and even 
individual farmers in the African market with 
large sums of milk that are willing to invest 
in milk coolers. But unfortunately do not 
have access to sufficient financial resources. 
Dairy operations are often considerate risky 
investments by financial institutions. And even 
if loans are being provided, the amount of 
the interest rate is usually too high to make a 

decent profit. Regrettably land cannot always 
be used as collateral. This leaves the primary 
dairy market in a situation that prevents scaling, 
growing and increasing the volumes of quality 
milk.

Sharing and building
To improve the African dairy industry, financial 
institutions but also dairy processors can play 
a huge role. For example the investment in 
a cooling tank keeps its value. Good quality 
cooling tanks will easily last up to 40 years, 
as stainless steel remains forever. Mueller has 
years of experience in the African market and 
is willing to contribute. Through discussing 
distribution and finance opportunities that suit 
the African individual client, Mueller can be a 
unique partner, as they believe that the African 
dairy market has a huge potential. 

Are you interested in discussing milk cooling 
distribution opportunities, purchasing a new or 
used cooling tanks do not hesitate to contact 
Mueller. You can also reach Mueller through 
their distributors EuroDairy Equipment Limited 
(Kenya) and Inndigo Ltd. (Uganda). There are 
milk tanks on site for you to view and milk 
experts who can advise you further. The local 
Mueller distributors will provide you with local 
service and support.

We are also looking to meet you at ESADA 2019 
from 14-16 August in Nairobi. 

For more information about milk cooling, 
please contact Mueller via sales@
paulmueller.com 

Cooling Africa’s milk
The challenge on improving a quality demanding business
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Editorial Comment

Smallholder farmers remain an integral 
part of communities; hence we cannot 
deny them opportunities in the evolving 
economies.

News that Mastercard has signed two public-
private partnerships to extend reach to millions 
of smallholder farmers in Uganda is indeed a 
welcome development.

As transacting becomes more fast, reliable and 
on time, smallholder farmers should also enjoy 
the same 

Apart from makings transacting much safer 
and simpler for stakeholders in the agricultural 
value chain – farmer, buyer and agent, the 
Mastercard Farmers Network (MFN) also gives 
farmers dignity, and bring them with speed to 
the 4th industrial revolution frenzy.

The global payment solutions company’s award 
winning innovation solution, expected to help 
to connect small-scale farmers with potential 
buyers, integrate their businesses with payment 
systems, and enables them to build a digital 
transaction record that can be used to access 
formal credit from banks and other financial 
institutions, deserves all the support from other 
stakeholders. 

This ground-breaking solution should impact 
millions of people and create a broad base for 
financial inclusion.

We celebrate that the platform has already 

gone live in Uganda, Tanzania and India, with 
more than 250,000 farmers and anticipate 
significant increase.

More farmers should be reached in the 
agricultural ecosystem, allowing more people 
enjoy the benefits of a digital economy and 
empowering them to grow their businesses. 

With a target of adding 20,000 farmers by the 
end of 2019 and an ambition of growing this to 
1 million farmers by end of 2020, Mastercard 
deserves all the support.

Authorities should see the value in this platform, 
aid it where necessary, as digitizing farmer and 
market information will jump start efficiency in 
ways that will transform farmer livelihoods.

The use of Mastercard’s technology will help 
smallholder farmers establish a financial 
footprint important to improve inclusivity that 
is vital to their future.

Enjoy the read and remember to share with 
us your opinions, comments and letters on 
drewmara@gmail.com

Till next time!

Financial inclusion should embrace smallholder farmers

AUTOMATED BROILER PROCESSING SOLUTIONS

MOVING UP 
TO MATCH 
THE MARKET
For poultry processors who are looking for ways to add value 
to their operations, Marel Poultry can assist in finding the 
exactly right, customized solutions which meet the market 
needs.

• For all process steps in new plants or expansion projects
• For capacities of 500 bph and up
• Semi- to fully automated processing systems
• Personnel training for optimized performance
• Service and spare part support

Contact us to find out more: 
+31 485 586 111 | info.poultry@marel.com
marel.com/poultry



www.eastafrican-agrinews.com        East African Agrinews | July - September 2019        7

AUTOMATED BROILER PROCESSING SOLUTIONS

MOVING UP 
TO MATCH 
THE MARKET
For poultry processors who are looking for ways to add value 
to their operations, Marel Poultry can assist in finding the 
exactly right, customized solutions which meet the market 
needs.

• For all process steps in new plants or expansion projects
• For capacities of 500 bph and up
• Semi- to fully automated processing systems
• Personnel training for optimized performance
• Service and spare part support

Contact us to find out more: 
+31 485 586 111 | info.poultry@marel.com
marel.com/poultry

For many poultry processors, the difficulty 
today is finding good labor. Filling all jobs 
in the plant is becoming a huge challenge. 
Processors might be considering moving 

to more automation and becoming less 
dependent on labor, particularly if the process 
is largely manual but the need is there for 
a capacity increase. If so, Marel Poultry can 
support every entrepreneur in the poultry 
industry, providing all available advice and 
solutions.

When there’s a shortage of skilled manual 
labor, investing in automation is crucial. When 
the processing plant grows in capacity, the 
processes will need to become more industrial 
and less dependent on labor. When looking for 
support to tackle these issues, processors will 
find Marel Poultry at their side, ready to supply 
the appropriate systems and software, as well 
as the necessary customer service.

First steps
No matter the capacity, each processor can opt 
for the level of automation which fits best. At 
every stage in the process, various solutions are 
available. 

Usually, the very first steps in automated 
processing involve scalding and plucking with 
products shackled to an overhead conveyor. 
Further steps to reduce the number of operators 
could involve the evisceration process, semi-
automated giblet harvesting, product grading 
and cut-up. 

Growing with the capacity
Of all the manual operations, it’s most likely 
to automate evisceration. It’s a logical step 
to progress from manual knives to the Marel 
Poultry Nuova CoreTech automatic eviscerator. 
This carrousel machine can grow with the 
increasing capacity. Automatic transfer of the 
drawn pack to its own pack shackle can easily 
be added and the same goes for automatic 
giblet harvesting. Such important upgrades 
will be possible without having to invest in 
completely new machines.

All other operations in the evisceration 
department from vent cutting and vent 
opening to neck processing and final inspection 
can be gradually automated too. 

A mix of modules
The cut-up and deboning departments also 
need a lot of human attention if they aren’t 
automated. Plenty of options are available 
for turning these processes into in-line 
automatic operations without losing yield or 
compromising product quality or presentation. 
The Marel Poultry ACM-NT cut-up system is an 
excellent solution to cutting all the products 
required by customers. Thanks to its modular 
configuration, the available wing, leg and breast 
cutting modules, which meet all standards 
for skilled manual cuts, can be engaged or 
disengaged. By putting together a customized 
mix of ACM-NT cutting modules, it’s even 
possible to satisfy cutting requirements specific 
to a particular region. 

The right level of automation
In the filleting department, Marel Poultry’s 
AMF-i intelligent breast cap deboning system 
offers just the right level of automation for 
harvesting breast fillets and tenderloins. To 
perform total leg deboning, the Thigh Fillet 
and the Drumstick Deboning Systems work 
closely together to produce deboned poultry 

leg meat fully automatically with no need for 
any manual input, another opportunity to make 
considerable labor savings.
Weighing, grading, batching, packing and 
labeling are also manual operations that can be 
turned into automated processes.

Keep control
All customers, be they supermarkets, quick 
service restaurants or wholesalers, demand a 
wide variety of end products from whole grillers 
to cut portions, all custom packed. Marel Poultry 
is a first-rate partner for processors who are 
looking for ways to respect local and traditional 
food cultures while combining performance, 
food safety and sustainability. You’ll be able 
to keep control of the quality standards your 
markets and consumers are demanding.

 
 
 

 

 

From manual to automated poultry processing

Usually, the very first steps in automated processing involve scalding and plucking with products 
shackled to an overhead conveyor.

Having the CoreTech in operation (visible in the background), eventually manual giblet 
harvesting can be automated too.

The Nuova CoreTech eviscerator can grow 
with increasing capacities.

Marel’s Compact Grader can be seen as the 
first automated step in the process after 
chilling. It grades whole grillers as well as 
cut pieces.
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Mastercard has signed two public-pri-
vate partnerships to extend reach 
to millions of smallholder farmers in 
Uganda.

The global payment solutions company’s award 
winning innovation solution - Mastercard Farm-
ers Network (MFN) partnered with International 
Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) and Unit-
ed States African Development Foundation 
(USADF) to further roll out the platform across 
Uganda.

 MFN makes transacting much safer and sim-
pler for stakeholders in the agricultural value 
chain – farmer, buyer and agent.

In addition, the solution is expected to help 
to connect small-scale farmers with potential 
buyers, integrate their businesses with payment 
systems, and enables them to build a digital 
transaction record that can be used to access 
formal credit from banks and other financial 
institutions. 

MFN was developed by the Mastercard labo-
ratory for financial inclusion, one of nine labs, 
which serves Mastercard’s strategic growth ef-
forts by developing ground-breaking solutions 
to impact millions of people.

 The platform has already gone live in Ugan-
da, Tanzania and India, with more than 250,000 
farmers on the platform currently.

Raghav Prasad, Division President Sub-Saharan 
Africa, Mastercard said the partnership with 
CIAT and with USADF will significantly increase 
reach to smallholder farmers and the rest of the 
agricultural ecosystem, allowing more people 
enjoy the benefits of a digital economy and 
empowering them to grow their businesses. 

“The successful roll out of these partnerships 
in Uganda will bring us closer to our ambition 
of expanding access to the Mastercard Farmers 
Network to millions of farmers in Africa and the 
rest of the world and welcoming them to the 
financial ecosystem.”

Dr. Debisi Araba, Regional Director for Afri-
ca, CIAT commenting on the partnership said 
smallholder farmers can now enjoy increased 
profits courtesy of the reduced transaction 
costs.

CIAT aims to grow their impact from over 
200,000 farmers in East Africa, to over one mil-
lion farmers in their different African countries 
of operations by 2020.

Dr. Araba further said through the e-payment 
services, will now have more access and control 
of their financial resources ultimately transform-
ing the health, nutrition and economic pros-
perity of their homes and by extension their 
communities”.

He went on to add that as on organization, 
CIAT remains committed to partnerships with 

other likeminded stakeholders to make farming 
systems more competitive, profitable, and resil-
ient through smarter, more sustainable natural 
resource management.

Meanwhile USADF has started using MFN in 
Uganda to help reach underserved commu-
nities across all value-chains in the agricultural 
sector, with a target of adding 20,000 farmers 
by the end of 2019 and an ambition of growing 
this to 1 million farmers by end of 2020. 

The move is expected to increase farmers’ link-
ages to markets and formal financial services 
and growing the usage of MFN to millions of 
smallholder farmers across Africa.

On the other hand Mastercard, USADF is also 
providing participating farmers with a host of 
other value-added services, including logistics 
and transportation, best agronomic practices, 
as well as access to warehousing facilities. This 
will be delivered through their implementing 
partner, the Uganda Development Trust (UDET).

 “Digitizing farmer and market information will 
jump start efficiency in ways that will transform 
farmer livelihoods by establishing critical con-
necting points based on innovations in the 
agricultural value chain. Ultimately, the use of 
Mastercard’s technology will help smallholder 
farmers establish a financial footprint important 
to improve inclusivity that is vital to their future,” 
said USADF.

Small-scale farmers reach for 
Mastercard balloons in Uganda

Cover Story
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AYR, Scotland, June 21, 2019 — Neogen 
has introduced a portable version of 
its innovative Raptor® Integrated 
Analysis Platform that provides the 

option of performing mycotoxin testing in the 
laboratory — or wherever a tester may choose.

Neogen’s new Raptor Solo is a battery-
operated portable version of the company’s 
popular Raptor Integrated Analysis Platform. 
As with the original benchtop version, the 
new Raptor is a lateral flow test strip reader 
with built-in incubation that provides an easy 
way to objectively analyze and store results of 
Neogen’s Reveal® Q+ MAX lateral flow tests.

“The addition of Raptor Solo provides the 
option of performing testing for mycotoxins 
wherever works best for you, whether that’s in 
a traditional lab setting, or anywhere else,” said 
Neogen’s Mary Gadola. “We’ve developed the 
new Raptor Solo as a single-port unit utilizing 
the same technology as the larger three-port 
Raptor system.”

The Raptor systems control the timing, 
temperature and reading of the test strips, 
allowing testers to simply add sample and 
walk away. They also protect the integrity and 
consistency of testing data by processing and 
analyzing results without additional operator 
input.

Raptor’s features and benefits include:

• Barcoded test strips to identify the 
test type, lot and expiry

• The ability to just add sample and 
walk away

• Its system controls test parameters 
for data integrity

• Connectivity options for easy testing 
data transfer, including Wi-Fi or USB

• The use of Neogen Data Manager 
Software system for easy data 
analysis

Neogen offers the most comprehensive 
range of food safety diagnostic test products 
for foodborne bacteria, mycotoxins, drugs, 
allergens, and other concerns. Its full line of 
mycotoxin test kits detect aflatoxin, aflatoxin M1, 
deoxynivalenol (DON), fumonisin, ochratoxin, 
T-2/HT-2, and zearalenone.

Neogen Corporation (NASDAQ: NEOG) 
develops and markets products dedicated to 
food and animal safety. The company’s Food 
Safety Division markets dehydrated culture 
media and diagnostic test kits to detect 
foodborne bacteria, natural toxins, food 
allergens, drug residues, plant diseases and 
sanitation concerns. Neogen’s Animal Safety 
Division is a leader in worldwide biosecurity 
products, animal genomics testing and the 
manufacturing and distribution of a variety 
of animal healthcare products, including 
diagnostics, pharmaceuticals and veterinary 
instruments.

Neogen launches portable version 
of its Raptor® system
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Tanzania’s lead cash crop export –cashew 
nuts’ international sales have dropped, 
authorities revealed recently.

Philip Mpango, Minister for Finance and 
Economic Planning announced that Tanzania’s 
total cashew nut sales on the international mar-
ket dropped 63 per cent to $196.5 million last 
year, compared with $529.6 million in the 2017 
trading period

Presenting the 2019/20 budget in Dodoma, the 
minister said exports fell to 120,200 tonnes from 
329,400 tonnes in 2017. However, the price per 
tonne on the international market increased 
by 1.7 per cent from $1,607.7 to $1,634.2 in the 

one-year period.

Currently Tanzania is looking for investors to 
add value on the nuts and produce products 
such as cashew nut cheese or butter, sweets, 
fruit drinks or distilled liquor, lubricants, water-
proofing and paints. 

Authorities also wants investors for new planta-
tions aimed at increasing production and total 
tonnage, suppliers of machinery, equipment, 
spare parts and investors to put up industrial 
parks and develop cashew nut processing in-
dustrial zones.

With support from USAid Hub, the Tanzania In-
vestment Centre has drafted a strategy for ca-

shew nut production and processing mainly in 
four regions: Lindi, Mtwara, Tunduru and Pwani. 
The government has set aside a total of 538,993 
hectares of land in these regions for agricultural 
expansion and industrial development.

The search for processors comes at a time 
when the Tanzanian is still holding a huge stock 
of cashew nuts estimated at 200,000 tonnes 
bought from farmers in November last year af-
ter it failed to secure foreign buyers. 

Tanzania is among the world’s largest producers 
of raw cashew nuts, having realised a total pro-
duction of 313,826 tonnes in the 2017/18 crop 
year.

Cashew nut export sales 
drop in Tanzania

Regional News

The search for processors comes at a time when the Tanzanian is still holding a 
huge stock of cashew nuts estimated at 200,000 tonnes bought from farmers in 

November last year after it failed to secure foreign buyers. 
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COMPLETE 
FEED MILLS, 
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Dairy farmers in Uganda are producing 
below capacity due to a barrel of 
challenges facing the sectors

Statistics indicate that the farmers’ out 
has dropped to 2.4 billion litres of milk annually 
instead of 10 billion 

Researchers from the Economic Policy Research 
Centre have attributed the development to 
livestock diseases, low uptake of high grade 
exotic cattle, a high rate of failure for artificial 
insemination, limited access to extension 
services and limited investments in feed 
resources.

The report further highlights that farmers could 
be making $300 million more.

Though an exotic breed can produce up to 40 
litres of milk per day compared with just three 
litres from local breeds, indications are that 
most farmers in western Uganda who initially 
embraced exotic breeds are reverting to local 
Ankole cattle.

“It is largely on account of acaricide failure, 
which had not only resulted in high death rates 
in exotic cattle to tick-borne diseases, but has 

also increased the farmers’ total disease control 
budget,” the EPRC report stated.

Increased disease control budget 
dents Uganda’s dairy sector 

Regional News
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Authorities in Rwanda in collaboration 
with Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) have committed 
to scale up a tool kit dubbed ‘Rural 

Invest’ to enable farmers to design bankable 
business plans and projects.

The aim is to increase loans to the agriculture 
sector, targeting small and medium rural 
investment projects.

The tool kit will also be used by banks and other 
financial institutions, as a planning instrument to 
improve loan distribution to agriculture sector.

Patrick Karangwa, the Director General of 
Rwanda Agricultural Board bemoaned that 

banks shun providing loans to investors in 
agriculture due to poor quality of designed 
projects and lack of agriculture and livestock 
insurance scheme.

“Banks are reluctant to provide agricultural 
loans since they fear they might not get returns. 

“We are hopeful that by using the tool that 
will help design viable and bankable projects 
together with agriculture and livestock 
insurance scheme we are rolling out will de-risk 
the agricultural sector and unlock banks’ loans 
that go to the sector,” Karangwa said. 

By 2024, the forecast is that over 10 percent 
of loans by financial institutions will be going 

to the agriculture sector from the current five 
percent of banks’ loans.

According to Gualbert Gbehounou, the FAO 
Representative in Rwanda there is no way to 
end poverty and hunger as per the aspirations 
of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 
SDG1 and SDG2 without helping farmers to 
move from subsistence to doing agriculture as 
business.

The tool has been introduced in Latin America, 
Africa, Central Asia, and others.

Agriculture in Rwanda meets 90 per cent of the 
national foods needs and generates more than 
70 per cent of the country’s export revenues.

Regional News

Rwanda to double 
agriculture sector loans
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FAO’s recent research has indicated 
that small freshwater fish around Africa 
provide huge opportunity to boost food 
and nutrition security.

According to the organisation’s working paper 
investigating an array of species and related 
livelihoods that are often undervalued indicates 
that small pelagic fish, generally processed, sold 
and eaten whole, account for three-quarters of 
the total inland fish catch of the continent.

However because of low economic value, they 
are not given the attention they deserve, yet 
their unparalleled production rate and simple 
technologies used for their capture make them 
ideal in nutrient-deficit regions.

For example Lake Victoria, the largest lake in 
Africa, where the introduction of Nile Perch 
fostered a lucrative although bust-prone 
industry. 

Yet catches of dagaa - an endogenous sardine-
like cyprinid captured on moonless nights- 
actually contribute more to fisheries output by 
weight and in terms of regional food security.

Ensuring that these vital ‘vitamin fish’ are 
accessible and available for human consumption 
hinges on ‘profoundly social, economic and 
political’ transformations in areas ranging from 
governance to marketing, the report says. 

The fish in question are often seen as ‘trash fish,’ 
and catching them is often illegal due to rules 
drawn to protect higher-value and larger fish 
species.

“The largely unmanaged shift of many African 
fisheries towards small species may, in fact, 
represent a shift to more balanced harvesting” 
rather than a sign of overfishing of species 
higher up the food chain, said Jeppe Kolding, a 
professor of biology at the University of Bergen 
in Norway and lead author of the technical 
report. 

The report suggests that potential catches 
of small species in Africa’s lakes and rivers 
could be sustainably increased - a significant 
opportunity to tackle Africa’s hunger and 
nutrition challenges.

Africa is the continent with large, natural 
tropical lakes and boasts around 1.3mn sq km 
of freshwater resources including lakes, rivers, 
reservoirs, floodplains and swamps. Its small fish 
species consist of mostly zooplankton feeders 
such as herring and minnows, which weigh only 
a few grams and are less targeted than larger 
species such as breams, carps and perches.

A reason Africa’s catches of small species are 
poorly understood is also that much of the 
fishing takes place ‘in the shadows’ and is 

often informal and illegal, as fishery regulations 
around much of Africa’s wetlands include 
minimum legal net mesh sizes in order to 
prevent over capture of small juveniles of larger 
and more valuable species.

The focus on large, often predatory species can 
result in complex conflicts between fisher-folk 
and fisheries managers tasked with carrying 
out expensive enforcement efforts to protect 
higher value species, said Felix Martin, fisheries 
resources officer at FAO and co-author of the 
report.

The study, which complements a recent 
report by the same authors on Fisheries in the 
Drylands of Sub-Saharan Africa, provides a 
review of numerous tiny species and fisheries 
around Africa in an effort to fill a knowledge 
gap that has led to the paradox of rules meant 
to promote sustainability actually hinder 
opportunities for maximizing yields while 
maintaining viable ecosystems.

FAO recommends efforts to compile better 
catch statistics, recognize the neglected socio-
economic and nutritional importance and 
potential of small pelagic ‘low-value’ fish, and 
encourage revised regulatory frameworks to 
promote balanced fishing patterns through a 
shift towards lower trophic levels.

Small pelagic fish to bolster food security - FAO

Regional News
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As Kenya anticipate a shortfall of 12.5 
million bag of maize, neighbouring 
countries Tanzania and Uganda are 
eyeing the country for export, ahead 

of importation window opening.

Despite a bumper harvest last year, Kenya is 

experiencing a maize shortage blamed on the 
chaotic management of the National Cereals 
and Produce Board, and the Strategic Food 
Reserve.

 Stocks from the previous harvest indicate that 
the country produced 46 million bags, up from 

35 million bags in 2017.

Tegemeo Institute, an 
agricultural think-tank and 
millers have warned that 
the country is on the verge 
of depleting existing stocks 
by the end of this month. 
The announcement has 
prompted government to 
allow importation of maize 
from July to December. 

Mwangi Kiunjuri, Agriculture 
Cabinet Secretary said millers 
and traders will be allowed 
to import 12.5 million bags 
during the importation 
window.

“We require importing ten 
million bags between now 
and December, for human 
consumption and another 

2.5 million bags to produce animal feeds,” said 
Kiunjuri.

Government said market forces will determine 
the prices, to avoid the 2017 error of the 
controversial $50 million subsidy programme. 

Tanzania, Uganda eyes 
Kenya for maize export

Regional News

Innovative
drinking
technology

Automatic closed drinking systems to 
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Regional News

Sugar factories in Uganda’s Busoga region 
are expected to resume production soon, 
authorities at the sugar manufacturers 
association have revealed.

Reports indicate that six sugar factories - Kakira, 
Mayuge, Kaliro, GM and Kamuli Sugar had 
halted production for more than two months to 
undertake routine machine maintenance. 

Jim Kabeho, Chairman of the Uganda Sugar 
Manufacturers Association said suspension of 
production is standard practice.

He however acknowledges that the pressure 
from sugarcane growers has been piling during 
the maintenance period, causing a lot of anxiety 
among farmers and communities, as cane dried 
in farms.

Some of the farmers petitioned area MPs for 

government intervention, arguing that their 
canes had been loaded on trucks for weeks, 
with no hope for a market.

Henry Kibalya, Bugabula South MP says besides 
the suspension of production, a number of 
out-growers had complained that the existing 
factories cannot buy all their cane.

According to Kibalya, Kamuli Sugar Works 
has a capacity of crushing 1, 400 tons against 
a supply of 3,000 tons per day, while Mayuge 
crushes 2,500 tons against supply capacity of 
5,000 tons. 

He has since asked government to consider 
issuing permits so that farmers can export 
excess cane to Western Kenya millers.

Meanwhile, Kabeho suspects that the uproar 
from the farmers could be related to the 

ongoing debate on the Sugar Bill, which among 
others provides for zoning. 

The government proposed a zone of 25 
kilometres between mills with not more than 
one mill in a zone. This implies that out-growers 
in a certain area can only supply sugarcane to 
the mill within its zone.

While out growers in Busoga sub-region 
have opposed zoning, large sugar producers 
including Kakira, Sugar Corporation of Uganda 
Limited (SCOUL) support zoning because small 
sugar producers buy from farmers whose 
capacity they have developed over the years.

Official statistics indicates that Uganda 
produced 365 metric tons of sugar in 2017 
against a domestic annual consumption of 
350,000 tons.

Uganda’s Busoga region sugar 
plants maintenance period ends
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The government proposed a zone of 25 kilometres between mills with not more than one mill in a zone. This 
implies that out-growers in a certain area can only supply sugarcane to the mill within its zone.
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Worldwide manufacturer and 
distributor of agricultural 
equipment, Your Agriculture 
Company (AGCO) has opened 

office in the north-east of Casablanca, Morocco. 

The new office follows the launch of the Africa 
Head Office in South Africa’s robust economic 
hub, Johannesburg in 2017 and is to serve as 
the company’s regional sales office for West and 
North Africa. 

Morocco’s suitability as a home for AGCO is 
both its geographical location on the North-
West of the continent as well as its key socio-
economic role in the region since its return to 
the African Union in 2016 and support towards 
advancing economic integration of African 
countries. 

Agriculture is a key contributor to Morocco’s 
economy, accounting for about 15% of 
GDP while generating nearly 40 percent of 
employment. 

The country’s national agricultural policy, 
has played a key role in guiding sector 
development of the agri-food industry and 
emphasizing agricultural machinery to upgrade 
farm equipment.

“The continent is home to 60 percent of the 
world’s arable land and is thus expected to play 
a major role in future, global food security,” said 
Nuradin Osman, AGCO Vice President and 
General Manager Africa.

 “Opening the Casablanca office not only builds 
on our presence at a sub-regional level but 
also underlines AGCO’s vision and strategy for 
advancing African agricultural prosperity.”

According to a recent study by the United 
Nation’s Food and Agricultural organization 
(FAO) boosting productivity, fostering 
competitiveness and ensuring that small-scale 
farmers have greater access to markets are 
key to West Africa realizing its full agricultural 
potential. 

The region presents a great opportunity for the 
expansion of Agri Parks, an AGCO initiative to 
develop integrated agricultural centers in Africa, 
to support the transfer of farming techniques 
and provide training, advice, equipment, crop 
storage, processing and logistics to the farming 
community.

“The Casablanca office will also serve as the 
headquarters for Agri-Parks which represent 
a significantly fresh approach for agricultural 
production and rural transformation. The 

innovation of Agri-Parks is in developing 
infrastructure and community through 
agricultural mechanization,” said Osman.

Agri-Parks take a holistic approach to farm 
production, crop storage and processing by 
grouping together key activities in one location. 
Highlighting the broad scope of AGCO’s product 
and services offering – from a full range of farm 
machinery to grain processing and protein 
production systems - the company’s role is to 
provide the required technology, equipment 
and expertise for this networked approach.

Alongside food security, a key goal of an Agri-
Park is to help create high-value jobs and 
encourage the initialization of satellite industries 
including agricultural machinery workshops 
and farm supplies’ outlets. 

The objective is to focus on the establishment 
of an integrated value chain from farm to fork 
instead of selling low-value crops. A further 
aim is for the development of services such 
as agricultural contracting businesses to assist 
small-scale farmers in gaining access to modern 
machinery and technologies.

“The opening of the Casablanca office 
demonstrates AGCO’s strong commitment to 
‘Run Africa from Africa,” said Osman.

AGCO expands footprint into Morocco

Business Companies & Markets
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International agriculture outfit, AGCO and 
AT Capital S.A have signed a memorandum 
of understanding to collaborate and work 
together towards the implementation of 

the Parque Agro-industrial de Moamba (PAM) 
agric-industry park in Maputo.

The aim of the PAM agricultural project is to 
build reliable and resilient food production 
capacity for domestic demand and export. 

Estimated at an investment of about US$52 
million during its first phase, the project will 

span a site of over nine hundred hectares in the 
Mauvane area of Moamba district.

AT Capital S.A, is a privately owned company 
based in Maputo, promoting investment in 
strategic sectors of Mozambique such as 
agro-industry while AGCO is a global leader 
in the design, manufacture and distribution of 
agricultural machinery and solutions will serve 
as a technical partner to the project.

 The first phase comprises setting up a system 
for the production of agricultural products - 

poultry and animal husbandry as well as other 
services in the value chain such as abattoirs. It 
also includes the supply of water and electricity 
and the construction of auxiliary roads. 

“The PAM project is a priority for AGCO in 
Africa, as it falls within the concept of our Agri-
Park initiatives which are aimed at empowering 
African farmers through the integration of high-
tech solutions, agronomy and the community,” 
said Nuradin Osman, AGCO Vice President.

Business Companies & Markets

AGCO support 
agric-industry 

park in Maputo
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International News

Southern African countries are set to 
benefit from the 10-million-euro grant 
from the German government to 
the Southern African Science Service 

Centre for Climate Change and Adaptive Land 
Management (SASSCAL) to combat the ripple 
effects of climate change.

The implementation of the grant will cover 
countries including Angola, Botswana, Namibia, 
South Africa, Zambia, which have been hit hard 
by the effects of climate change from drought, 
floods and cyclones.

According to a statement released by SASSCAL, 
the grant came from Germany in response to 
the challenges of global change.

"SASSCAL has secured funding of 10 million 
euros from German Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (BMBF) for research 
in climate change. This will be implemented 
under SASSCAL's second phase of the Research 
and Capacity Development Portfolio, SASSCAL 
II. SASSCAL II will build on the successes of 
SASSCAL," the statement said.

SASSCAL also added that under the first phase 
of SASSCAL, a total of 23.8 million euros was 
availed in 2012 to support 88 research projects 
focused on five themes: climate, water, forestry 
agriculture, and biodiversity, the research 
projects were designed to integrate research 
and capacity development, said SASSCAL.

To date, more than 500 individuals and 
over 80 academic, governmental and non-
governmental institutions are involved in the 
research tasks of SASSCAL in various countries.

Climate change grant to 
combat ripple effects

“SASSCAL has secured funding of 10 million euros from German Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(BMBF) for research in climate change. This will be implemented under SASSCAL’s second phase of the Research 
and Capacity Development Portfolio, SASSCAL II. SASSCAL II will build on the successes of SASSCAL,”
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International News

New crop varieties of cowpea and 
sorghum that are more tolerant 
to drought and pests have been 
introduced to the Namibian farmers.

This comes after nuclear technology provided 
with the support of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) and the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations 
(FAO) to produce varieties. 

“The achievement in improved crop varieties 
and quality plays an important role in the 
production of food and hence ensuring food 
security,” says Johanna Andowa, the Director of 
Research at the Ministry of Agriculture, Water 
and Forestry. 

“Initially, we only had one sorghum variety and 
three cowpea varieties, and now with the newly 
released four sorghum and seven cowpea 
varieties, farmers have more options to choose 
from. 

“These varieties are contributing to the national 
goal of producing high-yielding crops with 
better tolerance to physical and biological 
stresses, as well as improved nutritional quality,” 
said Andowa. a

Traditional seed varieties no longer meet 
the needs of close to 700,000 agricultural 
households in northern Namibia, where 
drought and poor soil inhibit crop productivity, 
Andowa said. 

“Farmers have reported yield losses and the 
resulting decrease in productivity is contributing 
to food insecurity, malnutrition, and even 
famine,” added Andowa. 

The new varieties are expected to benefit over 
8,000 farmers in the first season, and more 
farmers will be able to get involved as the seed 
production increases, Andowa said.

Local experts are now able to analyze the data 
collected by the probe and notify farmers on 
their mobile phones of the right time to irrigate. 

Using this system, farmers are reducing 
irrigation water use by an estimated 30-40 
percent.

Drought tolerant 
varieties hits the market
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United Nations has donated US$1 million in Namibia to assist in 
combating climate change.

According to UN representative to Namibia Rachel Odede, the 
organization is helping states find ways of combating climate 

change.

“We are in full support together with our agencies in finding ways to fight 
challenges associated with climate change,” Odede said.

Christine Hoebes, the Deputy Minister of International Relations and 
Cooperation says the world is facing existential threat from climate change; 
technological advances that may change labour markets, the prospect of 
autonomous weapons systems, diseases that are more resistant to anti-
biotics among others.

“We are starting to see the life-threatening impact of climate change 
on health, through air pollution, heatwave and risks to food security. 
The impacts of climate change are being felt by every Namibian and 
everywhere on the globe, resulting in very real consequences on people’s 
lives,” she said.

Hoebes said the contribution is such a welcome boost to government 
coffers and especially to those who are affected by drought and the 
resultant food scarcity.

UN boost climate 
change fight

International News
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“We are in full support together with our 
agencies in finding ways to fight challenges 

associated with climate change,”
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The Calpeda group are 
recognised as one the leading 
manufacturers of water 
pumps throughout the world. 

Renowned for their product quality, 
and an insistence that materials are 
only sourced locally, that every pump 
is fully tested before being placed 
on the market and that they meet 
with exacting international standards 
for safety, Energy and Environment 
the Calpeda Group can supply a 
comprehensive range of water pumps 
from 0.15 to over 400kW.

Robust construction, reliability, safety, 
efficiency and environment are the key 
words to the philosophy of the group.

With one of the largest ranges of 
water pumps extending to over 70,000 
models, Calpeda and their specialist submersible production company 
Subteck are capable of fulfilling virtually every water pumping 
application in domestic, commercial and industrial sectors including 
the supply of our own variable speed drive and control systems.

A key market for our group is irrigation where we can provide a 
wide range of pumps - surface mounted borehole and submersible, 
including solar, providing reliable water supply solutions.

Critical water supply for agriculture should never be compromised 
through the use of low price, low quality products, ‘water is life’ and 
we are committed to ensuring that pump distributors, installers and 
users get value for money when choosing to install our brands.

Our group is looking to partner interested parties across East Africa 
including OEMs, Irrigation Companies, Pump Dealers, Solar Pump 
Installers and Borehole Drillers.

For further information please visit our websites www.calpeda.com 
and www.subteck.it

Or contact us directly via our offices:

Calpeda Group
c/o Subteck S.p.A.
Via Armenia, 6 Z.I. - 33078 S.Vito al Tagliamento (PN) 
T: +39 043485121 
E: info@subteck.it

Calpeda Group 
Expands in East 

Africa
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By CHRIS ADDISON , STEPHEN MUCHIRI & 
SOLANGE TETERO

In 2017, an assessment conducted by the 
International Journal of innovative studies 
in Science and Engineering Technologies in 
Kenya highlighted that with the use of ICTs, 

e-extension services can be availed to nearly 
the entire population of farmers in the country 
without the need for extension officers.

The fact that most farmers in developing 

countries have mobile phones is an opportunity 
to provide mobile-based extension services that 
address key issues faced by the smallholders. 
Multiple technologies such as SMS, voice 
messages, installable applications and the web 
can be combined in order to equip farmers 
with a diverse range of agricultural extension 
services.

In a bid to increase access and use of critical 
services by smallholder farmers in Kenya, the 
Eastern Africa Farmers’ Federation (EAFF) 

has been implementing market-oriented 
agricultural e-extension and advisory services 
through their e-Granary mobile platform. 
South-south technical co-operation of the 
platform has been supported by CTA, the 
Pan African Farmers Organisation (PAFO), and 
AgriCord since January 2018.

With a target group of smallholder farmer 
members of EAFF’s national organisations 
who produce grains and staples for domestic 
markets, the project has two main components:

e-Granary benefits smallholder 
farmers in Kenya

Technology News
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Technology News

• Access to agricultural extension 
services via mobile phones by 10,000 
smallholder farmers (cumulatively);

• Capacity building and knowledge 
management.

E-granary works for smallholder farmers and 
service providers

To be able to deliver e-Granary services to 
farmers, EAFF brought different partnerships 
on board: for markets, finance, crop insurance 
as well as different government institutions for 
improved policies.

To meet its objectives, EAFF chose to use the 
e-granary model that provide:

1. Assurance of a ready market for the 
farmer and the buyer. The model 
provides farmers with better prices for 
their produce – US$6 to 9 more per bag 
compared to brokers.Buyers are assured 
of traceable products both in quality and 
quantity by marking collection areas on 
maps and using GPS. In 2018, 150,423 
farmers have registered with the platform, 
which is a huge increase from 28,905 in 
2017.

2. Affordable financial services to farmers. 
Through the e-Granary services, 
registered farmers can actively access 
e-extension services and training on 
best agricultural practices throughout 
the farming season. This is coupled 
with subsidised inputs, pest and disease 
management tips which translate into 
increased production.The increase 
yield and sustained production attracts 
insurance companies to farmers and 
helps build trust for financial companies 
to provide farmers with loans.Through 

e-granary, farmers not only benefit from 
weather index-based insurance but also 
a multi-peril cover for their crops by 
paying only $16.43 per acre. In 2018, 4,694 
farmers accessed the e-Granary financial 
services compared to 2,400 that were 
reached in 2017.

3. Capacity building to ensure that farmers 
understand agronomy, best post-harvest 
practices, as well as the financial services 
and products provided by e-Granary; this 
is done through face to face trainings, 
provision of educational materials, 
radio programmes and e-extension 
services.In 2018, 1,516 Trainers of Trainers 
(ToTs) were trained through e-granary, 
including mostly leaders, managers 
and representatives of farmer groups 
to cascade agricultural information to 
farmers. More than 5,000 copies of 
educational materials were distributed to 
farmers, and six radio programmes were 
aired on post-harvest handling technics 
for cassava, common beans, maize and 
soybeans as major commodities in the 
e-Granary, and on financial literacy.E-
extension via mobile phones is carried 
out through SMS and voice messages 
to farmers on weather forecasts, market 
information and disease outbreak. 
Registered farmers can call back and 
relisten to messages and the service 
has a dedicated helpline/call centre for 
query resolution by agronomy experts. To 
register, farmers dial the USSD short code 
*492#.

4. The use of collected data by service 
providers in delivering their services. 
The supply chain information offered 
by e-granary has allowed large 
agribusinesses like Export Trading Group 

(ETG) to work with smallholders in a 
systematic manner by supplementing 
their logistics supply chain with gathered 
information on production.

“I think this technology is a very important 
element in this sector of agriculture which 
represents endless opportunities. It is also 
good as it will improve the living conditions 
of the people, especially farmers,” said Nicola 
Bellomo, the European Union Ambassador to 
Rwanda during the launch of e-granary in East 
Africa, which took place in Kigali, Rwanda on 28 
November 2018.

Before, farmers were reluctant to follow quality 
procedures after harvesting. Most of their bags 
were rejected by buyers mainly due to higher 
moisture content and existence of discolored 
grains.

Through e-granary, field visits were conducted 
to aggregation centers for farmers to 
understand produce quality requirements 
which had far been one of the major hindrances 
for them to access the market. Since then, the 
rejection rate has reduced from 30 percent to 
five percent.

Going forward, EAFF is evaluating how to 
differentiate its mobile advisory service and 
maximise its value to farmers. Full automation 
of the e-extension services via the platform 
is on course and EAFF looks forward to 
keeping involving government entities, private 
companies and NGOs as partners in the project.

The project is expected to hit 20,000 registered 
farmers, once season-based crop SMSs and 
Interactive Voice Response messages are 
ready to be sent through the platform in 
Kenya, following which they will be deployed 
in Uganda.
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Trade Machines, a metasearch engine 
for used machines says the agriculture 
sector is experiencing its fourth 
revolution citing the rapid technological 

innovations in smart farming and animal 
husbandry.

The innovations include cloud computing, 
robotics, big data, artificial intelligence (AI), IoT 
including aerial vehicles, drones, ubiquitous 
sensor technology, self-driving tractors, GPS-
controlled technology etc are applied in 
agriculture to increase efficiency, improve 
farming management and optimise farming 
processes.

Currently cows are milked automatically, without 

human intervention, while optical sensors are 
responsible for plant disease identification and 
drones monitor crop growth. 

However, the technology makes farming more 
sustainable, minimises waste production and 
the use of fertilisers and pesticides.

Automation in agriculture is not just a sign of 
the times and it is a necessity driven by two 
major factors. 

The first one is a struggle with insufficient food 
production for the world’s population, which is 
growing at a tremendous rate.

As estimated, by 2050 the world’s population 

is expected to reach 9.8 billion people. 
Accordingly, to satisfy escalating needs, the 
world would need to have enough resources. 

Another important factor driving the 
technological development in farming is a 
labour shortage in agriculture, which is at a 
crisis level and this is where the robots step in 
and lend a hand.

The digital revolution in agriculture calls 
for more sustainability and thus turns to 
the environment and the environmentally 
conscious society is placing greater emphasis 
on the responsible use of the planet’s resources, 
animal welfare, ecological breeding methods 
and environmentally friendly cultivation.

Technology News

Farming slowly moves 
towards digitalisation
Automation in agriculture is not just a sign of the times and 

it is a necessity driven by two major factors. 
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TWENTY-EIGHT years ago, the Sommet 
de l’Élevage (Livestock Summit) opened 
its doors in Clermont-Ferrand (France), 
at the heart of the biggest area of natural 

grassland in Europe, with a mission to showcase 
the Massif Central’s native beef breeds. Twenty-
eight years later, already the undisputed world-
leading trade show for the beef sector, the 
Sommet de l’Élevage has also steadily carved 
out a position as a leading national forum for 
dairy breeders and an exceptional showcase for 
French know-how in livestock production and 
breed genetics. 

In 2019, the French Blonde d’Aquitaine – the 3rd 
biggest beef breed in France - will be headlining 
the exhibition with its national championships 
and its 400 best specimens competing for 
best-of-breed at the Zénith ring arena. The 
European Blonde Federation will also hold its 
annual convention during the Sommet.

With 2,000 rigorously pedigreed animals from 

70 breeds on display and 1,500 exhibitors 
running stands, including 300 businesses from 
32 different countries worldwide, the Sommet 
de l’Élevage will deliver again a full package 
of solutions for every link in the livestock 
farming value chain, from feeds and veterinary 
products to facility equipment, dairying 
equipment, agricultural machinery, and more - 
all showcased in 180,000 m² of exhibition space. 

The packed three-day schedule will be smartly 
paced by a flurry of events, from national or 
inter-regional breed competitions to breed 
shows and auctions, demonstrations, and more. 

The event will organise more than 70 top-
flight seminars and conferences on hot issues 
in farming, the International livestock evening, 
and a packed schedule of 35 tours to farms 
and agribusiness centres, offering to its 4,500 
international visitors and delegations a real VIP 
experience. 

To host visitors in the best possible conditions, 
the International Lounge provides a service 
package tailored to cover everything foreign 
visitors could need: free entry to the show, 
catering and workspace, accommodation 
bookings centre, free shuttle links from the 
exhibition centre to town centre and airport, 
interpreters, guided tours of the show and 
more. 

In 2019, AFRICA will be the continent in the 
spotlight at the 28th Sommet de l’Elevage with 
an African Summit in the program: conferences, 
round tables, B2B meetings, official delegations, 
farm visits... All African visitors are very welcome 
to attend.

For further details, contact Mr Benoit 
DELALOY, Sommet de l’Elevage, Tel: +33 4 73 
28 95 10, e-mail: info@sommet-elevage.fr , 
website: www.sommet-elevage.fr

Africa takes centrestage at 
Europe’s leading livestock event
The packed three-day schedule will be smartly paced by a flurry of events, from national or 
inter-regional breed competitions to breed shows and auctions, demonstrations, and more.
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By BUSANI BAFANA

An African woman with hoe in hand is 
the default symbol of agriculture in 
Africa, according to the late Calestous 
Juma, African academic and former 

Harvard Kennedy School professor.  Juma 
used that image to convey the drudgery-filled 
farming that women on the continent face.

Women grow 70 percent of Africa’s food on 
smallholder farms, a task anchored by physical 
labour.

With Africa’s population expected to double by 
2050, the continent must ditch the hoe in favour 
of modern technology, which will complete the 
same tasks far more efficiently.

A transformation from small-scale subsistence 

farms to mechanised, more commercially 
viable farms is essential, say experts at the 
Ghana-based African Centre for Economic 
Transformation.

Currently, mechanisation levels on farms across 
Africa are very low, with the number of tractors 
in sub-Saharan Africa ranging from 1.3 per 
square kilometre in Rwanda to 43 per square 
kilometre in South Africa, compared with 128 
per square kilometre in India and 116 per square 
kilometre in Brazil.

According to the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), a UN specialized agency 
that champions efforts to defeat hunger, Africa 
overall has less than two tractors per 1,000 
hectares of cropland. This number is 10 tractors 
per 1,000 hectares in South Asia and Latin 

America.

Without mechanized agriculture, productivity 
suffers drastically, lowering farmers’ earnings, 
notes the Alliance for a Green Revolution in 
Africa, an organization funded by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates and Rockefeller Foundations that 
seeks to promote agricultural transformation 
and improve food security in Africa.

Africa currently spends a whopping US$35 
billion annually on food imports, according to 
the African Development Bank (AfDB), which 
projects that if the current trend continues, food 
imports could rise to $110 billion by 2050. Africa 
should be the breadbasket of the world, said 
AfDB president Akinwumi Adesina.

“Technologies to achieve Africa’s green 

Insight & Analysis

Transforming African agriculture 
through mechanization
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revolution exist but are mostly just sitting on the 
shelves. The challenge is a lack of supportive 
policies to ensure that they are scaled up to 
reach millions of farmers,” Mr. Adesina added.

African leaders in 2003 adopted the Maputo 
Declaration on Agriculture and Food Security, 
which requires countries to allocate at least ten 
percent of public expenditure to agriculture 
with the goal of achieving six percent annual 
growth in the sector.

Yet 16 years later, only 13 countries have 
achieved at least six percent growth in the 
agricultural sector, stalling Africa’s dream of 
a food revolution. Those countries are Benin, 
Burundi, Cape Verde, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, 
Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone, and Togo.

Insight & Analysis

In addition to the Maputo Declaration, 
the Malabo Montpellier Panel (MMP), a 
group of African and international experts, 
recommended in 2014 that African countries 
develop national agricultural mechanization 
investment plans as a critical step to increasing 
productivity.

In a report in 2018 the MMP listed 12 African 
countries, including Ethiopia, Malawi, Mali, 
Morocco, Rwanda, Tanzania and Zambia 
as having demonstrated strong growth in 
mechanized agriculture and consequently 
achieved higher output.

Successful mechanization will be key to tackling 
major challenges on the continent, the report 
concludes, from spiraling food import costs 
to rampant rural unemployment. The report 
recommends using public-private partnerships 
to develop local machinery industries to ensure 
affordable and appropriate technology is in use. 
It also recommends incentivizing the private 
sector to invest in mechanization through tax 
waivers and smart subsidies.

Finally, thanks to advances in renewable energy 
and digital technology, Africa can leapfrog 
the stages of technological development 
other regions have had to undertake, making 
its mechanization process both swift and 
extremely lucrative, according to the report.

Dr. Katrin Glatzel, programme leader of the 
MMP, who is also a research fellow at the 
International Food Policy Research Institute, a 
US-based food research organisation, points 
out that over half the fruits and vegetables 
produced in sub-Saharan Africa are lost, mostly 
because of inefficient postharvest handling and 
lack of processing equipment.

Mechanization, Ms. Glatzel posits, is not only 
for tilling land, it is also for planting, harvesting, 
processing and storage of produce.

“Increased levels of mechanization will boost 
social and economic processes in both on-farm 
and off-farm roles in rural communities, through 
reducing drudgery of farm work and improving 
yields,” Ms. Glatzel tells Africa Renewal.

“Not only will mechanization result in increased 
employment, it will also improve land 
management and productivity as well as the 
quality of the crops that are produced,” she 
adds.

To achieve these goals, farmers in developing 
countries must spend more on fertilizer, seeds 
and agrochemicals, said the FAO.

Some private sector initiatives have stepped into 
the breach created by unsuccessful state- and 
donor-led efforts to promote mechanization.

In Nigeria, Hello Tractor, a technology start-up, 
is a quickly expanding Uber-like program that 
gives farmers temporary access to tractors on 
demand.

Farmers can request a tractor via a text message 

to an agent, who aggregates requests. A tech 
platform pairs available tractors with jobs, and 
then tracks each piece of equipment as it’s used.

With a tractor, a field that might take 40 days to 
prepare for planting by hand can be prepped 
in eight hours. It’s also cheaper to rent a tractor 
than to hire farm workers, says Jehiel Oliver, the 
35-year-old founder of Hello Tractor. “It seems 
counterintuitive in these markets with relatively 
low cost of labour, but paying a human being 
to do this is still much more expensive than a 
tractor.”

Labor is also increasingly hard to find as more 
Nigerians move to cities and existing farmers 
get older. Using a tractor can help farmers plant 
fields in time for rain. Because planting with a 
tractor is also more consistent than planting by 
hand, it can also improve yields.

In Zambia, Rent to Own, a nongovernmental 
organisation founded in 2010, leases equipment 
such as pumps, presses, tractors, shellers and 
bicycles to farmers.

One of the advantages of mechanised 
agriculture is that it can potentially attract youth 
to farms and put a dent in Africa’s high youth 
unemployment, which accounts for about 60% 
of total unemployed.

The example of Zimbabwe’s young agripreneurs 
is instructive. Three years ago, the International 
Maize and Wheat Improvement Center 
(CIMMYT) loaned Gift Chawara, Shepard 
Karwizi and Pinnot Karwizi a planter and a 
sheller with which they started a business.

Their company is now offering shelling and 
planting services to almost 150 family farms 
in Mwanga village, northwest of the capital 
Harare.

They had graduated from an agricultural 
mechanization training programme managed 
by CIMMYT. Last season, the trio earned about 
US$7,000 just from shelling over 300 tons of 
maize, according to CIMMYT.

But these young Zimbabweans could be 
outliers, asserts Frédéric Baudron, a senior 
systems agronomist at CIMMYT, who finds 
mechanization by smallholder farmers in 
Zimbabwe still low.

CIMMYT’s mechanization training programme 
is implemented under the Farm Mechanization 
and Conservation Agriculture for Sustainable 
Intensification project and supported by the 
Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research. The project has benefitted over a 
hundred young people from Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Tanzania and Zimbabwe.

Such efforts, replicated across Africa, could 
push the frontiers of agricultural productivity. 
But governments need to increase investments 
in the sector.

It’s time for Africa to rethink the hoe. 

Source: Africa Renewal
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ZAVENTEM, BELGIUM – May 29, 2019 
– Zoetis’ African Livestock Productivity 
and Health Advancement (A.L.P.H.A.) 
initiative, which aims to improve 

livestock health and positively impact farmers’ 
livelihoods in sub-Saharan Africa,  is increasing 
access to animal health education and 
infrastructure in its second year. Following the 
success of A.L.P.H.A. in Uganda, Nigeria and 
Ethiopia, the initiative was extended by two 
years, and will now run until 2022. It was also 
geographically expanded into Tanzania. The 
initiative has also placed a special emphasis on 
providing equal access to animal health training 
for women. 

“Animal health is extremely important 
in contributing to sustainable economic 
development goals and business opportunities 
in Africa,” said Clint Lewis, EVP and Group 
President at Zoetis. “Farming and animal 
agriculture are major forms of livelihood for 
people in sub-Saharan Africa. By improving 
access to critical veterinary products and 
services, and building an infrastructure for 
quality animal healthcare, we can make a 
positive long-term impact.”

Sub-Saharan Africa is home to some of the 
largest livestock populations in the world – and 
the highest density of impoverished livestock 
farmers.1 Livestock is an essential asset to rural 
communities: improving its health, and the 
productivity of farmers are critical to achieving 
food security in areas of exceptionally high 
animal and human disease incidence.

Wider access to education for 
smallholder farmers and women 

The initiative, which has been funded by a $14 
million grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, is helping farmers by providing 
training on animal nutrition, disease detection 
and other animal health issues. Because women 
play a key role in the region’s small farms, 
A.L.P.H.A. works to ensure gender balance 
in these trainings to transform the livestock 
sector and society more widely. In sub-Saharan 
Africa, women are often responsible for daily 
animal care, including feeding and cleaning, 
so training and educating them about animal 
nutrition and disease detection can improve 
farm productivity. 

“The role of women is increasingly important 
for sustainable development in Sub-Saharan 
Africa. In Uganda, half of the people trained 
under the A.L.P.H.A. initiative in Uganda are 
women,” said Dr. Baluka Sylvia Angubua, 
President of the Ugandan Veterinary Medical 
Association. “This is in stark contrast to general 
ratios in veterinary classes in sub-Saharan 
Africa, where the majority are men, even 

though the number of women participating in 
livestock is on the increase.

“On small farms in the region, women are 
usually the ones who must ensure the daily 
care of animals, including feeding and cleaning. 
Training them on animal nutrition, diagnosing 
diseases and other animal health issues, 
improves farm productivity and livelihoods, and 
ultimately the wider economy.”

Over 1,000 farmers, 610 farmers’ trainers, and 
300 veterinarians and feed millers received 
specialized training. In Uganda, over half of the 
training participants were female.  An estimated 
97,500 smallholder farmers benefited from 

training thanks to a train-the-trainer approach. 

Geographic extension to Tanzania

This year, the A.L.P.H.A. initiative expanded its 
scope to Tanzania, which is home to 11% of 
the African cattle population1. The majority 
of farmers and animal keepers in Tanzania 
continue to operate in a very traditional way 
and this is also reflected in veterinary care. 
Although there is a well-established veterinary 
network and several veterinary colleges in 
Tanzania, the teaching approach and level of 
animal care has struggled to keep pace with 
technological and medical developments.  

Zoetis A.L.P.H.A. Initiative Closing 
Gender Gap and Extending Borders 
in Sub-Saharan Africa

Bryan Kelly, Operations Lead for A.L.P.H.A initiative in Tanzania. 

Dr Yusuf Sanare
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Establishing laboratory networks 
in Uganda 

In addition to training, the A.L.P.H.A. initiative 
helps develop the necessary physical animal 
health infrastructure. Successful collaboration 
with suitable laboratory business partners 
led to the set-up of sustainable diagnostics 
labs in A.L.P.H.A. countries. In March 2019, 
Zoetis announced the official opening of new 
diagnostic laboratories in Butalangu, Nakaseke 
District, and Nabitanga, Sembabule District, 
Uganda, in cooperation with Uganda Meat 
Producers Co-operative Union (UMPCU).

The laboratories offer a range of diagnostic 
services, including pre-movement tests, 
microscopy for internal blood parasites 
(Trypanomosiasis, East Coast Fever, 
Anaplasmosis, Babesiosis, Helminthiasis), 
screening and confirmation of Brucellosis and 
Bovine Tuberculosis, and using ultrasound to 
detect pregnancy. These labs bring together 
over 2,600 beef livestock farmers who are 
focused on producing high quality meat for local 
and international markets. In Nigeria, a poultry 
diagnostic laboratory opened in partnership 
with Chi Farms Ltd, one of the biggest day-
old chick producers in the country. Chi Farms 
also acts as a distributor for Zoetis vaccines. 
A.L.P.H.A. provides vital support in the form of 
high quality training, laboratory equipment, 
personnel, and access to international support 
and knowledge.

Foundation for enhanced 
veterinary care through products 
and knowledge

Zoetis also submitted registrations for about 
60  animal health products, diagnostics and 
vaccines in Uganda, Ethiopia, and Nigeria.   
Once approved, they will offer a large range of 
solutions for disease prevention in poultry and 
livestock. 

Empowerment of the veterinary industry 
is a critical element of A.L.P.H.A., as the 
value of veterinary professionals is often 
underestimated by farmers who have poor 
access to their services. Zoetis continued to 
facilitate publication of a quarterly veterinary 
newsletter supporting Nigeria and Uganda’s 
National Associations of Veterinarians. The 
publications provide a platform on which to 
share best practices and identify the needs 
of the country’s thousands of association 
members. In Uganda, the veterinary newsletters 
are unprecedented and were launched by the 
Minister of Agriculture. Zoetis also facilitated 
an educational learning platform called 
Learn & Grow for various stakeholder groups 
which includes business training courses 
through VetVance and a reference library for 
veterinarians and veterinary students, called 
Vetlexicon Bovis.  Additionally, the company’s 
veterinary experts held several technical 
trainings for local veterinary service providers 
and distributors to help continued professional 
development.  

“We have seen first-hand the dire animal 
health situation in sub-Saharan Africa and 

have been working on all possible fronts to 
quickly establish the framework for success of 
the A.L.P.H.A. initiative,” said Dr. Gabriel Varga, 
Regional Director Africa at Zoetis and lead of 
the A.L.P.H.A. initiative. “We have made good 
progress and have also learned a lot. We are 
applying our lessons to achieve pioneering 
results in our second project year.  Looking 
ahead, we are taking steps to ensure we can 
continue to build the infrastructure needed to 
help veterinarians and farmers to improve the 
health and productivity of their livestock and 
livelihoods.

“We strive for sustainable improvements which 
will make a difference for smallholder farmers 
in these three markets. Key in our approach is 
the ownership we can create with veterinarians, 
authorities, distributors and farmers that starts 
with awareness and therefore education and 

training,” concluded Dr. Varga.

About Zoetis

Zoetis is the leading animal health company, 
dedicated to supporting its customers and 
their businesses. Building on more than 65 
years of experience in animal health, Zoetis 
discovers, develops, manufactures and 
commercializes veterinary vaccines, medicines 
and diagnostics, which are complemented 
by genetic tests, biodevices and a range of 
services. Zoetis serves veterinarians, livestock 
producers and people who raise and care for 
farm and companion animals with sales of 
its products in more than 100 countries. In 
2018, the company generated annual revenue 
of $5.8 billion with approximately 10,000 
employees. For more information, visit www.
zoetis.com.

Following the success of A.L.P.H.A. in Uganda, Nigeria and Ethiopia, the initiative was extended 
by two years, and will now run until 2022. It was also geographically expanded into Tanzania. 
Pictured: Alemu Amello tending cattle outside his home in Wendo Ganet, Ethiopia. 

Zoetis’ African Livestock Productivity and Health Advancement (A.L.P.H.A.) initiative, which aims 
to improve livestock health and positively impact farmers’ livelihoods in sub-Saharan Africa, is 
increasing access to animal health education and infrastructure in its second year.
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TWENTY-EIGHT years ago, the Sommet 
de l’Élevage (Livestock Summit) opened 
its doors in Clermont-Ferrand (France), 
at the heart of the biggest area of natural 

grassland in Europe, with a mission to showcase 
the Massif Central’s native beef breeds. Twenty-
eight years later, already the undisputed world-
leading trade show for the beef sector, the 
Sommet de l’Élevage has also steadily carved 
out a position as a leading national forum for 
dairy breeders and an exceptional showcase for 
French know-how in livestock production and 
breed genetics. 

In 2019, the French Blonde d’Aquitaine – the 3rd 
biggest beef breed in France - will be headlining 
the exhibition with its national championships 
and its 400 best specimens competing for best-
of-breed at the Zénith ring arena. The European 
Blonde Federation will also hold its annual 
convention during the Sommet.

With 2,000 rigorously pedigreed animals from 
70 breeds on display and 1,500 exhibitors 
running stands, including 300 businesses from 
32 different countries worldwide, the Sommet 
de l’Élevage will deliver again a full package 
of solutions for every link in the livestock 
farming value chain, from feeds and veterinary 
products to facility equipment, dairying 
equipment, agricultural machinery, and more - 
all showcased in 180,000 m² of exhibition space. 

The packed three-day schedule will be smartly 
paced by a flurry of events, from national or 
inter-regional breed competitions to breed 
shows and auctions, demonstrations, and more. 

The event will organise more than 70 top-
flight seminars and conferences on hot issues 
in farming, the International livestock evening, 
and a packed schedule of 35 tours to farms 
and agribusiness centres, offering to its 4,500 
international visitors and delegations a real VIP 
experience. 

To host visitors in the best possible conditions, 
the International Lounge provides a service 
package tailored to cover everything foreign 
visitors could need: free entry to the show, 
catering and workspace, accommodation 
bookings centre, free shuttle links from the 
exhibition centre to town centre and airport, 
interpreters, guided tours of the show and 
more. 

In 2019, AFRICA will be the continent in the 
spotlight at the 28th Sommet de l’Elevage with 
an African Summit in the program: conferences, 
round tables, B2B meetings, official delegations, 
farm visits... All African visitors are very welcome 
to attend.

For further details, contact Mr Benoit 
DELALOY, Sommet de l’Elevage, Tel: +33 4 
73 28 95 10, e-mail: info@sommet-elevage.
fr , website: www.sommet-elevage.fr

Africa takes centrestage at 
Europe’s leading livestock event
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95,000 visitors  1,500 exhibitors  2,000 animals  

Organize your visit
to the SOMMET

Accommodation, transport,
pre-and post-show farm tours 

Tel: +33 (0)1 82 83 33 56 
sommet@agrilys.fr

www.sommet-elevage.fr
Tel. +33 (0)4 73 28 95 10  |  info@sommet-elevage.fr

EUROPE’S N°1
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INTERNATIONAL VISITORS
> Book your free entry badge
> Register for our guided farm tours
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Obtain your free pass on : 
www.space.fr

10 - 13 SEPT. 2019
RENNES - FRANCE 

THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION FOR ANIMAL PRODUCTION

More than 1.400 exhibitors in 11 halls
and 250 booths outdoors.

An exhibit area of 16 Ha.

Free farm visits program.

More than 100.000 trade visitors,
including 14.000 international from 121 countries.

100 conferences over 4 days.

@SPACERennes #SPACE2019

+33 2 23 48 28 90   international@space.fr
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