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Advanced panel
with internet control

FREE!*

*Order a new Agrico centre pivot
with an Advanced control panel and get your
Internet control subscription FREE for the
first 24 months.
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More than 100 years’ service
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65,000 Printed Copies
The East African Agrinews Magazine is distributed to professionals who are involved in the agriculture industry, international business, and investment in East Africa and around the
world. These professionals are always looking for new ideas,
products and services. With a print run of 65,000 copies per
issue, the East African Agrinews Magazine’s estimated readership per issue is over 180,000. The East African Agrinews
Magazine is printed quarterly and is distributed in both hard
copy and electronic version (E-Magazine). 40% distribution
is done through corporate and individual subscription, 20%
through retail outlets, the rest through agriculture expos, shows
and events as well as through strategic agriculture unions and
associations.

Electronic copies are sent via email
to our data base of 92,500 active
online subscribers. Over 120,000
e-Magazines are downloaded from
our website.
The readership profile of the East African AgriNews Magazine
is key decision makers such as CEOs, Directors, Farm owners,
Government departments, Procurement Managers, Farm managers, Agronomists, Small scale farmers, Commercial farmers
as well as many other professionals within the agricultural sector in the East African region.
The publication has strategic alliances and partnerships with a
number of regional and international agricultural and business
organisations.
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Editorial Comment

Locust fight needs more resources
locust.The locust populations are on the
rise again, as they migrate from countries
like Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and
Zimbabwe.

(WFP) said 20 million people were food
insecure in Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia,
Djibouti, Rwanda, Sudan, Burundi, South
Sudan, Somalia and Eritrea.

Over the years locust challenges have
been growing tremendously on the
East Africa bloc it is evident that more
resources are needed, despite governments operating on a shoe-string
budget.

We hope the private sector will also
join the good gesture, to save not only
crops but ensure a sustained source
of livelihood for workers in the farming
community.

On the other hand authorities are fighting
the fatal COVID-19 pandemic, which has
not only weakened the health system but
has also stretched to the economy.
Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

P

erennial locust invasion
challenges continue to be a
headache for the bloc, as more
negative impacts are reported.
In this edition, agriculture authorities
have put out a call for multilateral cooperation to overcome the cross-border
challenge posed by the African migratory

Innovative
drinking
technology

We give a big thumps up to United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) for its committing to work with
governments and other partners towards
protecting crops, pastures and livelihoods from the nuisance pest.

More well-wishers are invited to this positive bandwagon that will ensure a constant food supply to our dining tables.
In addition, more intervention is needed
so that food security can be guaranteed.
The locusts are known for causing huge
damages, leading to poor yields and
such we cannot accept.
We hope and believe that these will
assist the nation in fighting the pests
ravaging the crops fields.

The imminent insect invasion is expected
to aggravate existing food shortages,
according to the forecast reports.

Remember to share with us letters,
opinions and comments.

In May, the World Food Programme

Enjoy the read!

Would you
drink this
water?

Then why should your birds?
Upgrade to an Impex closed water
www.impex.nl

drinking system, to optimize bird
performance and results!
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Cover Story

Farmers urged to serve rapidly growing
urban food markets

O

pportunities and challenges on
feeding the fast growing urban
populations in African cities was
recently put on spotlight at the African
Green Revolution Forum (AGRF) virtual
summit in Kigali, Rwanda following the
launch of Africa Agriculture Status Report
(AASR).
The report seeks to find ways for smallholder farmers to drive food security,
rural prosperity, and inclusive economic
growth.
“This report highlights the opportunity
for all agriculture industry stakeholders
to bring together viewpoints that define
the transformation agenda while outlining
the practical next steps to an agricultural
revolution,” said Dr Agnes Kalibata, President of the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA).
Outlining the opportunities provided by
Africa’s urban food markets to the continent’s 60 million farms, the AASR report indicates that cities shape Africa’s
agribusiness environment by affecting
patterns of agricultural production and
inducing the rapid expansion of food processing and distribution plans.
“This year’s AASR shows that as the centre of gravity in Africa’s agri-food systems
shifts increasingly towards urban areas,
6

a cohort of new, non-traditional actors –
including city planners, mayors, district
councils, trader organizations and public
health professionals – are becoming key
players in the implementation of agricultural policy,” said Andrew Cox, AGRA’s
Chief of Staff and Strategy.
Subsequent chapters touch on the opportunities in Africa’s growing urban food
markets while recognizing that the effective governance of urban food systems
requires inclusive models that coordinate
and harmonize the actions of the many
diverse players now shaping African agrifood systems.
“Traditional markets and small-format
shops currently account for 80 – 90% of
urban food retailing in African cities. Supermarket shares, though currently small,
seem likely to increase in the coming decades.
“Small farmers reach urban food markets
primarily via traditional wholesale markets and the efficient operation of these
markets, therefore, becomes key to small
farmer access and competitiveness,”
reads the report, in part.
While recognizing the debilitating effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic and its role
in exacerbating existing economic and
social inequalities, the report defines

five focus areas in a bid to overcome the
problem of urban under-nutrition and accelerate the urgency of urban food system planning.
These focus areas are improved urban
food system governance; efficient urban
wholesale markets; food safety regulation and enforcement; regional free trade
and agricultural policy harmonization; and
agricultural research focused on highgrowth, high-value food commodities.
Domestic food distribution systems, intra-African trade and food safety are the
other themes of the report leading to the
conclusion that improved urban food system governance and performance can
create new opportunities for Africa to
transform its agricultural endeavours into
thriving businesses.
The report was launched at the 10th edition of the AGRF, an annual gathering that
has this year brought together 4,000 delegates including heads of state and government, agriculture ministers, members
of the civil society, private sector leaders,
scientists and farmers in discussions to
find ways of feeding Africa’s increasing
urban populations.
This is the first time in history that
the AGRF is held virtually, in line with
COVID-19 containment measures.
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Business, Companies & Markets

AGCO reports total sales up 18.4% in Q3

A

GCO, a worldwide manufacturer
and distributor of agricultural
equipment and solutions, reported its results for the third quarter ended
Sept. 30, 2020. Net sales for the third
quarter were approximately $2.5 billion,
an increase of approximately 18.4 percent
compared to the third quarter of 2019.
Excluding unfavorable currency translation impacts of approximately 1.6 percent, net sales in the third quarter of 2020
increased approximately 20 percent compared to the third quarter of 2019.
“Harvests are progressing ahead of
schedule in the northern hemisphere and
global crop production is on track for a record year despite the ongoing COVID-19

pandemic,” said Martin Richenhagen,
AGCO’s Chairman, president and chief
executive officer.
The fleet age for large equipment remains
extended as replacement demand continues to be deferred in the North American
market. Industry retail sales in Western
Europe decreased in the first nine months
of 2020 due primarily to COVID-19 related
production constraints.
Market demand was weakest in the
United Kingdom, France and Spain, and
was partially offset by growth in Germany which has benefited from tax incentives during 2020. The negative impact
of lower wheat harvests across most of
Western Europe was mostly offset by

www.eastafrican-agrinews.com / East African Agrinews | October-December 2020

stronger grain export demand and supportive wheat prices. European dairy
and livestock fundamentals have stabilized after weakening earlier in the year.
South America industry retail tractor sales
increased during the first nine months of
2020, with growth in Brazil and Argentina
partially offset by weaker demand in the
smaller South America markets.
Strong crop productions in Brazil and Argentina, as well as favorable exchange
rates are supporting positive economics.
“Farmers are replacing their aged fleet
following years of soft demand due to
economic weakness and challenging political environments.”
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Business, Companies & Markets

AgriProFocus unlocking organic farming
potential for Rwandan

N

ew farming industry is
developing, providing great
opportunities for young people,
including the production of organic fertilizers, apiculture and natural pest control,
and food production management-which
do not use harmful or excessive pesticides, according to actors in the agriculture sector.
As people increasingly become concerned about the choice of food they eat,
balanced diets are gaining a lot of market
interest. And organic farming is one of the
cheapest ways to get nutritious food.
To that end, AgriProFocus Rwanda under Youth in Agroecology and Business
Learning Track Africa (YALTA) Initiative
in collaboration with different partners
including the Rwanda Youth in Agribusiness Forum (RYAF), organised a Youth
and Agroecology National Summit2020.
Agroecology is one of the approaches to
sustainable farming and focuses on food
production that makes the best use of nature’s resources while preserving them.
AgriProFocus with support from IKEA
Foundation is currently implementing a
three-year 2020-2022 YALTA initiative,
which is aimed to support young agripreneurs to apply agroecological principles and to co-create networks around
them, in view of contributing to the increased sustainability of food systems
and youth employment.

as animal feed to livestock farmers.
And, the proceeds from organic farming
practices are considered for this young
agribusiness entrepreneur who graduated
from the University of Rwanda’s College
of Agriculture, Animal Sciences and Veterinary Medicine (CAVM) in 2016.
“I can earn about $10,000 (about Rwf9
million) per month from organic fertiliser sales, and consultancy services,” the
29-year-old Imbabazi said, indicating that
the profit on such revenues is somewhere
between Rwf1 million and Rwf4 million.
Alex Uwizeye, a Country Coordinator of
AgriProFocus, said that considering the
development trends in the world, it has
been realised that humans increasingly need more food as population growth
rises.
“Therefore, there is a need for conversations such as these of YALTA on how to
produce enough and healthy foods in a
sustainable way, such as through proper
utilisation of soil, and efficient use of water, forests, and the entire biodiversity in
general as we need that future generation
will also need them,” he observed.

also a competition component whereby
young people stand a chance to benefit
from YALTA’s grant of more than €1 million
(more than Rwf1 billion) to be shared with
four countries - Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda,
and Rwanda - where the initiative works.
“Young people’s organic farming projects will compete and the winning ones
will receive a grant of about €2,500 (over
Rwf2.5 million), each. We want to support
as many people as possible, that is why
the funding is somehow small,” he said.
Jean-Claude Musabyimana, the Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Resources said that manure and chemical fertilisers are still used
together in order to respond to the need
to increase farm productivity in the country, adding that its use is still far less than
the global average.
“There are countries that use too many
chemical fertilisers,” he said, pointing out
that excess is always harmful.
He said that the government is committed
to supporting viable and profitable projects of the youth that respond to sustainable food production and build resilience
to climate change.

Uwizeye indicated that the Summit has

In 2016, Dominique Xavio Imbabazi engaged in the commercial production of
organic fertilisers from biowastes such as
chicken waste, banana and potato peels,
tea bags, and eggshells by using worms
that decompose them to produce manure.
The Musanze District resident said that
the demand for such manure that responds to farmers’ needs to produce
more and healthy foods at the same time
ensuring their soil conservation, by far exceeds his current production capacity.
“I produce about one tonne of compost
(organic fertiliser) per day, while the demand is too big as sometimes it can go
even beyond 100 tonnes per week,” he
said, adding that he also sells the worms

www.eastafrican-agrinews.com / East African Agrinews | October-December 2020

		

9

Regional News

11 Kenyan agri-businesses receive
accelerated mentorship

E

leven Kenyan women and
youth-led agribusinesses are set
to get support from a threemonth accelerator programme with USD
100,000 cash injection to scale up their
businesses.
FoodTech Africa is an accelerator program aimed at addressing food security
through fostering innovation.
The project is commissioned by GIZ
Make-IT in Africa on behalf of the German
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and implemented by iBizAfrica -Strathmore University and Pangea Accelerator.
With curriculum designed to support
women and youth-owned growth stage
agri-based companies sustain business

growth through facilitating access to financing, business support and technology adoption, the program draws many
applicants.

The businesses will undergo mentorship
and coaching as well as investor readiness as they begin the process of investor
matching.

“We received over 700 applications, some
across Africa and 424 Kenyan applicants.
This proves our hypothesis that there are
plenty of innovators in the agriculture sector.

Dysmus Kisilu, Co-Founder of Solar
Freeze, a post-harvest solution for smallholder farmers said the Food Africa Accelerator offers a chance for start-ups like
ours to collaborate, grow and shape the
new vision of a food secure Africa through
youth-led innovation.”

“The diversity in agribusiness sub-sectors
has been well represented- ranging from
credit access to food manufacturing. We
are also grateful for the support of ecosystem players including Viktoria Ventures, Luminate Group who have supported the shortlisting process,” said Linda
Kwamboka, Entrepreneur-in-Residence
and iBizAfrica’s Manager.

The project also comes after a recent
report by the Kenya Food Security 2019
Steering Group revealing that approximately 1.3 million people in Kenya are
currently facing a crisis or worse levels
of acute food insecurity, which has been
further exacerbated by Covid-19 and the
locust plague.

East Africa is being ravaged by locusts

W

orld Food Programme (WFP), United Nation’s food
assistance agency has warned that a new wave of
locusts is about to hit the region.

The imminent insect invasion is expected to aggravate existing
food shortages, according to the forecast reports.
The food shortages comes despite East Africa’s food basket
Kenya , having received copious rainfall over the summer, promising farmers a good yield and giving nomadic pastoralists abundant grazing land. The downpour, though, also provided fodder
for desert locust swarms that originated in Yemen, moved to Somalia and spread across East Africa.
In May, the World Food Programme (WFP) said 20 million people
were food insecure in Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Rwanda, Sudan, Burundi, South Sudan, Somalia and Eritrea.
In Kenya, where locusts have torn through more than a quarter
of the country’s counties, farmers and nomadic pastoralists have
been left devastated. “The locusts have eaten everything in my
farm; an acre of maize, millet, watermelons, and vegetables was

10

just gone in a single day,” Anne Ajele, a farmer in the Turkana
East county, told Anadolu Agency.
“Even thieves would not have taken this much from me. I will
sleep hungry and so will you because your food comes from
farms like mine.” According to the UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), locust swarms can range from less than 1
square kilometer to over 1,000 square kilometers. Each square
kilometer of a swarm can have between 40 million to 80 million
locusts.
A desert locust adult can consume roughly its own weight in
fresh food per day-about two grams every day, so a small swarm
eats the same amount of food in a day as about six elephants, 20
camels, or 35,000 people, according to FAO.
“The damage that desert locusts can cause is not an exaggeration. Many farmers are facing grave threats to their food security.
We have to support them through this crisis and the recovery period,” said Tobias Kavarsha, a representative of the U.N. agency
in Kenya.

www.eastafrican-agrinews.com / East African Agrinews | October-December 2020

Regional News

ESAFF lobbies for organically farming on
EAC bloc

E

astern and Southern Africa Small Scale Farmer’s
Forum (ESAFF) has challenged governments to adopt
organic farming citing economic and environmental
advantages to the community member states.

The bloc farmers’ organisation has challenged the EAC Member states to support them to adopt organic farming practices.
They said it reduces environmental degradation through exposure to nitrates and other organic chemicals that are used to
manufacture pesticides and fertilizers which are highly needed
in conventional farming.
According to Hakim Baliraine, the National Chairperson of ESAFF Uganda, organic farming does not only help reduce public
health.
“Foods grown organically are rich in Vitamins such as C, iron,
magnesium, and phosphorus, with less exposure to nitrates
and pesticide residues in organically grown fruits, vegetables,
and grains which has been proved to boost the body’s immunity against COVID-19,” said Baliraine
He said for farmers to adopt organic farming, governments in
the EAC member states should ensure that they have access
to water for production and access to organically grown food
crops/seeds (inputs).
Baliraine said some EAC Member states such as Uganda have
developed the National Organic Agriculture Policy but such a
policy has not been fully implemented.

One machine countless materials.

He said this affects the farmers especially smallholder farmers
in attempting to adopt Organic farming whose products are
highly demanded locally, within the region and internationally.
The call for organic farming comes on the backdrop that most
farmers cannot afford to buy the modern agriculture inputs
that are highly required in the convectional farming, yet the
sector plays key roles in the transformation of the local societies. The sector is further seen as critical in achieving food and
nutritional security, poverty alleviation and building community
resilience to shocks such as COVID-19.
Organic agriculture which is a production system that sustains
the health of soils, ecosystems, and people plays a key role
in driving the small-scale farmers towards higher productivity,
self-sufficiency and supporting export promotion.

Best forage quality through bale silage:
Increase milk & meat yield
• Hemp Silage
• Corn Silage
• ...

Baler-Wrapper Combination

LT-Master & VARIO-Master
• Variable Bale Sizes (Diameter: 0,6 m - 1,4 m)
• Maximum Bale Density
• Many different Materials: Hemp ∙ Corn Silage CCM ∙ Alfalfa ∙ Grass

Sugar Beet Pulp ∙ TMR (Total Mixed Ration) ∙ Whole Crop Silage ∙ And much more

Your Contact: Pierre Payré
E-Mail: pierre.payre@goeweil.com
Tel.: +43 7215 2131 46
www.goeweil.com
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MADE IN SPAIN

WWW.AGROPLASMA.ES

100 % ORGANIC
FERTILIZER MANUFACTURER
START YOUR OWN BRAND OF ECOLOGICAL FERTILIZERS NOW!

WHAT WE OFFER?

We provide you with a
complete line with more than
50 fertilizer products:
Amino
acids,
NPK,
Biostimulants, soluble and
slow release liquids or solid
fertilizers, etc.
You will have an organic
certificate: ECOCERT with
your company's name.

Agroplasma SL Spain
Is
a company that directly
manufactures organic fertilizers. We
work with raw materials that include
different types of unicellular algae,
bacteria and natural extracts of plants,
seeds and minerals that we transform
in our laboratories into ecological
products.

We also formulate special organic
NPK fertilizers according to customer
request.

MADE IN SPAIN

WWW.AGROPLASMA.ES

LIQUID NPK

AMINO ACIDS
AMINO ACIDS 20%

NPK irrigation:

AMINO ACIDS 40 %

NPK 2-20-2
NPK 5-10-10

AMINO ACIDS 60 %

NPK 13-2-2.

ORGANIC NITROGEN 3 %

NPK 100% soluble:

ORGANIC NITROGEN 8 %

NPK 9-4-4
NPK 6.7-3-18

ORGANIC NITROGEN 10 %

NPK 7-6-6
NPK 8-3-9
NPK liquid:
NPK 3-10-10
NPK 2-15-2

HUMIC FULVICS

NPK 0-10-10
NPK 7-15-10
Other NPK (LIQUID AND SOLID)

HUMATES AND FULVIC

coming from plant extracts

POTASSIUM LIQUID
FULVICS 55 % SOLUBLE
100%

HOUSE AND
GARDEN LINE
FERTICELL NPK 2-2-2

LIQUID IN
SUSPENSION

FERTICELL SUPER GROW
HUMICS FULVICS ACIDS

CALCIUM 880 (40% Cao)

ALGAE PRODUCTS

PHOSPHOR 20
SULPHUR 800

ALGAE EXTRACT UNIVERSAL

ZYNC 40 (40% ZnO)

UNIVERSAL SOIL SALINITY

WE BET ON ECOLOGICAL
TRANSITION!

UNIVERSAL ACIDS ORGANIC

Regional News

Ethiopia increase locust spraying aircrafts

L

ocust swarms have plagued the
eastern Amhara, south-eastern
Tigray and eastern Oromia regions of Ethiopia causing extensive crop
damage.
According to the United Nations’ Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO)’s latest Ethiopia is currently undergoing a harvest season after several months of heavy
rain, creating the ideal conditions for the
locusts to multiply.
The development is attributed to a shifting southerly wind that has also raised the
threat of renewed locust invasions in Ethiopia’s Somali region, as well as in Kenya
and Uganda.
Jacopo Damelio, program officer for the
FAO in Ethiopia has said sufficient pesticide stocks, more spray planes coming
online and enough funding have raised
hopes for a successful close to the year.

14

“At the moment we are now increasing
the number of assets that we make available to the government to control it. And
we believe that by mid-November we will
have probably nine to ten spraying aircraft
between helicopters and planes, possibly
more. The last months of 2020 we will see
a massive improvement in terms of control,” Damelio said.

a million pastoral households have been
able to continue feeding their livestock as
a result of spray operations.

In the first week of October, two spraying
planes procured by the Ethiopian government crashed due to the difficulty in
flying the aircraft through steep hillsides
and gorges in the Amhara region, though
in both cases no fatalities were reported.

“The farmers are chasing the locusts from
their fields by smoke or sounds,” Kebede
said. “The Ministry of Agriculture has distributed many PPEs, personal protective
equipment and personal hand-operated
sprayers.”

Meanwhile a plane belonging to the FAO
was also grounded due to technical issues, reducing the total number of operational planes to just one.

Kebede added that regional agriculture
officials have trained farmers on how to
control swarms using pesticides.

Damelio said control operations had so
far saved an estimated one million tons of
crops in Ethiopia alone while nearly half

Tameru Kebede, director of the Ethiopian
Ministry of Agriculture’s land protection
directorate, told VOA that the government
is also aiding farmers who conduct their
anti-locust operations.

The FAO in Ethiopia has received $47.3
million, enough funding to cover operations until the beginning of next year.
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Regional News

Kenya’s proposed agric reforms receive
rejection

A

uthorities in Kenya have rejected
the gazettement of sugar and
tea regulations, citing a lack of
compliance with the constitution.
Tharaka Nithi Governor Muthomi Njuki
has issued a joint communiqué with the
Senate Agriculture Committee rejecting
the legislation proposed by cabinet.
The Governor’s lobby complained that
the Ministry of Agriculture has continued
to develop a legislative and regulatory
framework in the sector without involving
counties.
Senate Committee led by Embu Senator
Njeru Ndwiga said they will be inviting
CS Munya to respond to queries raised
on the bills which include the Coffee Bill,
Fibre Crops Development Authority Bill,
Food Crops Development Bill, Horticulture Crops Authority Bill, and the Miraa,

Pyrethrum, and Industrial Crops Bill,
2020.
“The Senate shall summon the Cabinet
Secretary for Agriculture to elaborate the
policy framework that is being applied
to undertake the ongoing agricultural reforms by the ministry.”
“We resolved to engage the ministry, the
presidential task force on coffee reforms
and Parliament to review the implementation of the Coffee General Regulations
2019 and the Coffee Exchange Regulations 2020 to start its commencement on
November 1 as opposed to July 1, 2021,”
read a joint communique issued by Governors and the Senate committee.
The Committee said they will initiate a
legislative review within six months of all
the laws in the sector enacted prior to the
promulgation of the Constitution. This will
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be to amend or repeal some of the laws
that create stage agencies to undertake
devolved functions.
Munya has defended the government-sponsored bills saying they are part
of on-going reforms aimed at increasing
farmers’ incomes.
On the Coffee reforms, the Senators and
Governors further charged the Ministry of
Agriculture and Capital Markets Authority
to ensure that the requirement of the one
million dollar bank guarantee is no longer
a requirement to the farmers in coffee
trading.
The guarantee required to access the
auction in Nairobi and enable farmers’
owned companies such as Kenya Planters Cooperative Union (KPCU) market its
members’ coffee to give more buyers access to Kenyan farmers directly.
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Insight

COVID-19 puts a dent on East African agri
value chains By JEAN CLAUDE RUBYOGO, EILEEN
NCHANJI, JUSTIN MABEYA, PATRICIA ONYANGO, JANET NGOMBALU*

M

ore than half of the population
in developing countries heavily
relies on agriculture for food
and income security, though the opportunities are mostly low paying with poor
working conditions.
In addition, drought and unstable weather
bring farmers increasingly low yields, as
they grapple with limited access to markets or competitive prices for their crops.
With increased global food, financial and
health crises plaguing the world, about
1.3 billion people are not able to access
sufficient or nutritious food, and close to a
billion people suffer from chronic hunger.
As a result, many African countries have
refocused attention on the agricultural sector, implementing policies that will
enhance public and private sector investments, trade, and markets to promote
food and nutrition security.
Ultimately the goal is to create and grow
businesses leading to economic transformation, a growing share of agro-food
trade in commodities such as common
beans, green grams and maize, sold as
food or processed products are happening in global value chains (GVCs).
Common beans, green grams and maize
are some of the essential food crops consumed by a majority of the poor and a
growing number of health-conscious con16

sumers in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Common bean grown by millions of
smallholder farmers in eastern and southern Africa is an essential staple. Per
capita consumption ranges from 14kg
to 66kg per year. Common bean is rich
in several micro-nutrients including iron
and zinc, several vitamins including B6,
folic acid, and protein which are essential to health and well-being. Beans offer
a range of tradable food products including dry beans, green beans, fresh grain,
pods and leaves. To respond to consumer
needs and improve smallholders farmers’
livelihoods, the Pan Africa Bean Research
Alliance develops climate-resilient, highly
nutritious and consumer-demanded varieties with complementary technologies
using bean corridors to facilitate domestic, regional and international trade.
Green gram contains iron and protein
and is an excellent source of dietary fibre,
low in fat and calories. It contains bioactive compounds with antioxidant and
antimicrobial properties and can prevent
neurodegenerative diseases, with anti-diabetic and anti-cancer effects. Maize, on
the other hand, is a staple in East Africa
providing food security, livelihoods and
incomes for millions of people. Maize is
an important cereal and a source of carotenoids, phenolic, and phytosterols, which
prevents chronic diseases.
Trading in agricultural products has

changed over time. Export markets have
been growing significantly with south to
south and south to north trading. For example, white pea beans grown in Ethiopia
are exported, generating income for producers, traders and processors and other
players along the value chain.
Inter-regional imports into the East African
Community (EAC) for green gram over the
past decade have been increasing at an
average annual rate of 17 percent and
25.5 percent annually, mainly attributed
to increased demand in the Kenyan market. Tanzania and Uganda are the biggest
exporters of green grams to their regional
counterparts and South Asia.
In 2014, these two countries exported
about 12,879 metric tonnes (MT) and
1,013 MT respectively of green gram,
largely to Kenya, despite Kenya having
the highest production in the region. In
2018, all inter-regional exports from Tanzania valued at $2m were destined for
Kenya while Uganda shipped 1,000 MT
valued at and $0.55m to Kenya in the
same year.
The World Bank’s biannual Africa’s Pulse
report predicts that economic growth in
sub-Saharan Africa will decline from 2.4
percent in 2019 to -2.1 percent and -5.1
percent in 2020 due to COVID-19, contributing to what is likely to be the first
recession in 25 years. This will negatively
affect Africa’s participation in trade and
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agro-food value chains.
According to the Kilimo Trust 2017 report,
expected maize demand in EAC by 2020
is 16million MT. However, the region may
experience a deficit of 2.7m MT, attributed mainly to Kenya. EAC is a maize surplus region, but deficits are attributed to
export sales to more lucrative markets in
the Democratic Republic of Congo and
South Sudan. In the first quarter of 2020,
around 135,000 MT of maize was traded
regionally. This was 70 percent lower than
the previous quarter and slightly lower
than the past five-year average for the
first quarter. Approximately 82,000 MT
of dry beans were traded in the region in
the first quarter of 2020. This was similar
to the last quarter, 21 percent lower than
the 2019 first quarter but 18 percent higher than the five-year average for the first
quarter.
The East African Community will lose
$5bn in foreign earnings from agricultural
exports due to Covid-19, and trade data
shows that maize commodity parity price
trends will be near and below average
across most markets except Ethiopia as
a result of Covid-19.
Trade on common beans, mung beans
and maize from neighbouring countries
have reduced during the period, due to
border restrictions and rocketing transport and logistics costs. Agro-food may
cross multiple borders before reaching

final consumers, creating significant ripple effects for smaller businesses. Even
though inter-regional trade is vital in
promoting economic development and
food security, restrictive trade levies, regulations on food safety measures and
non-tariff barriers affect the flow of agrifood products across borders. Thus, we
need policies that do not distort trade and
limit the benefits that international agrofood markets can deliver for consumers.
1) Support interventions that enable farmers to access inputs at affordable costs.
3) Policies to ensure EAC countries borders (which are interdependent) remain
open, facilitating efficient trade flow.
3) As the COVID-19 situation changes
rapidly, there is a need to support the national government with evidence to base
mitigation policies and measures.
4) New business models to cope with the
pandemic, such as investment in capacity building of SMEs to adopt efficient ICT
based business models and advisory services should be in place.
*Jean Claude Rubyogo, Eileen Nchanji,
Justin Mabeya, Patricia Onyango, Janet
Ngombalu at The Alliance of Bioversity
International and the International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT)
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Insight

COVID-19, climate present varying risks
to agriculture By WANDILE SIHLOBO

C

limate and pandemic risks could
weigh on agricultural output and
farm profitability in the 2020/21
season, and in turn, the livelihoods of
those who are directly and indirectly dependent on the sector.
The report of a potential La Niña event
during the coming summer months presents mixed fortunes for Southern and
East Africa’s agriculture. For parts of East
Africa, the La Niña weather event typically
correlates with below-average rainfall in
the months between December and February, while Southern Africa experiences
wetter conditions over the same period.
What makes this concerning for East Africa is that this is a period just before the
start of the summer grains planting, which
occurs in February each year. Therefore,
a La Niña event would raise the risk of
yet another poor agricultural harvest for
countries in this region.
In the 2019/20 season, major grain-producing and consuming countries in East
Africa, especially Kenya and Ethiopia,
had mixed fortunes. The US Department
of Agriculture (USDA) estimated Kenya’s
2019/20 maize production at 3.4 million tonnes, down by 11 percent year on
year on the back of unfavourable weather conditions at the start of the season.
With Kenya’s annual maize consumption
at about 4.8 million tonnes, it implies that
the country could require imports of about
1.4 million tonnes within the 2020/21 marketing year, which is still underway.
This was a second consecutive season
of large maize imports, as the previous
season’s imports amounted to 900 000
tonnes. The prospects of a La Niña event
mean that Kenya could remain a net importer of maize for a third consecutive
year.
By comparison, however, Ethiopia might
have a fairly good maize season in
2019/20, despite the constant threat of
locust invasions. The country’s 2019/20
maize production is estimated at a record
of 8.6 million tonnes, up by just one percent year on year, according to data from
the USDA. This will be sufficient to cover domestic annual consumption needs.
Other countries in the region such as Tanzania and Uganda are projected to have
roughly balanced supplies for the year.
The challenge, however, could be in the
18

upcoming 2020/21 production season.
With Southern Africa experiencing adverse weather conditions in comparison to East Africa, as previously noted,
forecasts appear somewhat positive.
The Australian Bureau of Meteorology’s
increased the probability of La Niña to
around 50 percent — roughly twice the
normal likelihood – which could lead to
increased moisture and potentially higher yields in the 2020/21 production season. Already in the 2019/20 production
season, South Africa and Zambia had
bumper harvests in major crops and various horticultural produce. These countries collectively have surpluses of over
two million tonnes of maize, which are
sufficient to offset maize shortfalls across
both Southern and East African countries
in the 2020/21 marketing year, primarily
for Kenya and Zimbabwe.
Aside from the climatic conditions, there
are two additional risk factors for East and
Southern Africa’s agricultural sector. First,
desert locust swarms still pose a serious
threat in Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South
Sudan and Sudan, and could stall the agricultural recovery if not effectively controlled. At the beginning of August 2020,
ground and aerial control operations using biopesticides were underway across
East Africa. The progress of these control
operations over the coming months will
be critical determinants of the success of
the next season which begins in February
2021. The weather will also have an impact on the locust spread.
Second, the Covid-19 pandemic remains
a major risk for agriculture in several
countries, specifically the impact of containment measures among smallholder farmers and informal markets, which
thrive on the movement of people. With
an exception of South Africa, the official
numbers of the Covid-19 infections remain relatively low in some African coun-

tries. It is unclear whether the infections
will remain under control in the coming
months or if there is going to be a second
wave, as we have witnessed in various
countries.
In the event of a renewed surge in infections, especially during the planting period, which is from October in Southern
Africa and from February in East Africa,
there could be disruptions to field activities. Disruptions could emanate from
government regulations and containment
measures, such as lockdowns and other
strict social distancing measures.
With highly mechanised farm sectors
likely to be less affected by containment
measures, South Africa appears to be the
only country in Southern and Eastern Africa with significant parts of the agricultural
economy with a level of mechanisation
that might not be disrupted by physical
distancing regulations. This implies that
agricultural sectors across the region are
at a higher risk.
The same is true for informal agriculture
and food markets, which occupy a dominant share in various African countries.
Ultimately, climate and pandemic risks
could weigh on agricultural output and
farm profitability in the 2020/21 season,
and in turn, the livelihoods of those who
are directly and indirectly dependent on
the sector. That said, the climate and the
prognosis of the pandemic in the coming
months remain highly uncertain. Therefore, these risks warrant close monitoring
in the weeks and months ahead.
*Wandile Sihlobo is Chief Economist of the
Agricultural Business Chamber of South
Africa (Agbiz) and the author of Finding
Common Ground: Land, Equity, and Agriculture. Tinashe Kapuya is head of Value
Chain analytics division at the Bureau for
Food and Agricultural Policy (BFAP).
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International News

IFAD, AFD sign €300million loan to
support small-scale farmers

A

FD has collaborated with IFAD
on various activities, including
strengthening agricultural and
weather risk management, co-financing
projects in Cuba and Angola and building
the capacities of African farmers’ organizations.
In an effort to tackle the devastating impact of climate change on rural hunger
and poverty, the French development
agency, Agence Française de Dévelopement (AFD), today signed a €300 million
loan to the UN’s International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD) to help
small-scale farmers in high-risk countries
build their resilience to shocks and increase their productivity.
“If we want a world without hunger and
poverty we have to focus our attention
on the most vulnerable places where the
poorest people live – and this is in rural
areas,” said Gilbert F. Houngbo, President of IFAD, the UN agency dedicated to
eradicating rural poverty and hunger.
“This loan demonstrates France’s strong
commitment to investing in rural people,
as well as the role of IFAD in assembling
development finance to fight climate
change in line with the Paris Agreement.”

Estimates show that climate change could
push 100 million people into poverty by

2030, with those working in agriculture
suffering most. This is likely to result in
more hungry people. Almost 690 million
people went hungry in 2019 – up by nearly 60 million compared to five years ago.
COVID-19 could increase that number by
an additional 135 million by the end of this
year, with poverty expected to increase
for the first time in decades.
This sovereign loan from AFD aims to
reverse these trends. The funds will be
used to help rural small-scale farmers to
increase their productivity, better manage
scarce natural resources, access new
markets and financial services, and build
their resilience to a changing climate.
As these farmers grow 50 percent of global food calories, these investments have
a significant impact on the world’s food
supplies.
AFD has collaborated with IFAD on various activities, including strengthening agricultural and weather risk management,
co-financing projects in Cuba and Angola and building the capacities of African
farmers’ organizations.
AFD has contributed UD$ 292 million to
IFAD since the creation of the Fund and
previously provided it with a loan of €200
million.
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International News

Sudan’s records largest wheat harvest

D

espite coronavirus-related
lockdowns, travel and transport
restrictions, Sudan has just recorded its largest wheat harvest.
According to Sudanese officials, the nation saw a wheat production level of a
1.115 million-ton harvest from 315,500
hectares of farmland. That’s quite an improvement from just five years ago, when
farmers in Sudan working about a quarter-million hectares of land harvested just
472,000 tons of the grain.
Development experts and economists say
the nation is on the path to become Africa’s next wheat-sourcing breadbasket,
and Sudanese farmers and government
leaders are crediting the African Development Bank’s Technologies for African
Agricultural Transformation program, or
TAAT, for delivering the latest technology
of heat-tolerant wheat varieties to Sudanese wheat farmers at scale.
“Now, we consistently have good quality
wheat and in record numbers,” says Sudan farmer Daf’Allah Mohamed Ahmed,
one of more than 1,400 farmers and
stakeholders taking part in the TAAT program.
During a recent visit by top-level Sudanese Ministry of Agriculture officials, the
Bank’s Director for Agriculture and representatives from TAAT implementing
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partner the International Center for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA),
Ahmed strolled through lush green wheat
friends, gesturing for the cameras while
describing his agribusiness success.
“My wheat yield increased from 2.5 tons,
to 5 tons,” Ahmed says, with a big-bellied
laugh and grinning from ear to ear.
Introduced in 2017 and adopted by Sudan in the 2017/2018 wheat season, TAAT
is helping the country to boost yields and
become self-sufficient in wheat by deploying productivity-enhancing technologies. TAAT aims to raise food output by
100 million tons and lift 40 million people
out of poverty by 2025, by harnessing
high-impact, proven technologies to raise
productivity, mitigate risks, and promote
diversification and processing.
Sudan’s bold ambition could be achievable. Agriculture makes up 40 percent
of the national economy and occupies
80 percent of the workforce. Wheat, sorghum, and millet provide more than half
of the calories consumed by Sudanese
people every day.
High temperatures, often exceeding 38°C
during Sudan’s short wheat growing season, severely limit crop performance and
yield, while climate change, lower and
inconsistent yields inhibit efforts, and severely reduces farmers’ incomes.

The good news is that advances in crop
science mean that the situation is changing. The TAAT Wheat Compact is focusing
on accelerated production of high-quality certified seeds of heat-tolerant wheat
varieties and ensuring they reach farmers
who need them.
In line with this push for increased wheat
production, the Sudanese government,
working with ICARDA and the Bank, set
up eight innovation platforms to scale up
innovative technologies, seed production
and distribution in all of the country’s major wheat producing areas.
The TAAT scheme worked with more than
a dozen private seed companies to produce more than 45,000 tons of certified
wheat seed in 2018/19 – enough to cover
targeted wheat production areas in the
country with high-yielding seeds better
suited to Sudan’s hot climate.
“Sudan is optimistically referred to as an
awakening giant, and its vast plains are
seen by development experts as a potential bread-basket to feed Africa,” according to a report by the Bank’s researchers.
TAAT’s work has been a critical and a defining moment in the lives of 15,000 farmers who have benefitted from the program
through technology promotion field days.
Similarly, farmers like Ahmed along the
wheat value chain – 44 percent youth and

www.eastafrican-agrinews.com / East African Agrinews | October-December 2020

women – at innovation platform sites have
been trained in wheat grain and seed production, value addition, and innovation.
“To put it in perspective, the additional production will make Sudan 100%
self-sufficient in wheat production and
put the country in the top three producers
of wheat on the African continent,” said
Martin Fregene, the Bank’s Director for
Agriculture and Agro-Industry.
Bank officials say successful TAAT interventions in Sudan are not unique. In
Ethiopia, TAAT funds are providing 28,000
farmers with seed that can withstand the
lowlands’ high temperatures. TAAT also
aims to scale up heat-tolerant wheat production tenfold, creating 220,000 jobs and doubling farmer incomes.
Zimbabwe intends to leverage TAAT to
reach more farmers, as well as drive
public-private partnerships and attract
anchor investment, among other goals.
Since 2018, TAAT has paid for the fall armyworm pesticides used to treat 1,655
tons of drought-tolerant maize seeds.
More than 165,500 smallholder farmers
benefited from the treated seed.
In Kenya, TAAT established partnerships
with 28 seed companies: through its partnership network, the TAAT Maize Compact recorded 1,003,640 direct beneficiaries with climate smart maize hybrids.
The freshwaters of Democratic Republic
of Congo provided opportunity for the
TAAT Aquaculture Compact to help build
a resilient private aquaculture sector.
Working with aquaculture SMEs, TAAT

has impacted some 2,500 people working
in the fish value chain, offering training in
best management and practices for fish
feed, fish pond management, fish conservation and the production of fish fry.
The Bank is also working with the Zambian government, seed companies and
community leaders to distribute pesticide-treated and drought-tolerant wheat,
maize and sorghum to farmers. In the last
two years, TAAT has provided Zambia
with more than 28,000 liters of chemical
used to treat close to 5,000 tons of seed
that resists Fall Armyworm infestation.
Close to half-a-million Zambian farmers
have benefited from the treated seed.
“We need collaborating partners such as
TAAT, to come in and compliment what
the government is already doing,” said
Alick Daka Fall, Armyworm Coordinator
and Deputy Director of Zambia’s Ministry
of Agriculture.
These are just a few nations where TAAT
interventions are making a difference.
Back in Sudan, agricultural transformation and benefits of these new innovations
are set to be felt beyond Sudan’s borders.
In the next season, Sudan is expected to
generate a surplus of seed that could help
farmers in countries with similar climates,
such as Nigeria, Mali, Niger, and Mauritania. Beyond helping farmers like Ahmed
in wheat production, TAAT has helped to
increase yields in local staples, including
maize, rice, wheat, cassava, high-iron
beans, sorghum, millet, orange-fleshed
sweet potatoes as well as livestock and
fish.
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Technology

Count their chickens before they hatch

T

he introduction of food line (blue
line) bearing units by SKF South
Africa, in collaboration with its
Authorised Distributor, Bearing Services
(BSA) Polokwane, has reduced downtime and increased plant reliability for
Spif Chickens, a high throughput export
approved abattoir and leader in South Africa’s chicken processing industry.
Regional Manager at BSA Polokwane,
Andre Jansen van Vuuren, explains that
extreme contamination by chicken waste
is a common challenge faced by the
chicken processing industry.
“Subsequent frequent high pressure
wash-downs cause water contamination
within the bearing, reducing lubrication
life. Owing to premature bearing failures
and concerns around chemical and water
ingress, Spif Chicken was compelled to
replace bearing units with new bearings
on the application every three months.
In addition to facing regular downtime
with accompanying time constraints and
cost implications, our customer also had
to put a detailed maintenance process in
place.”
The blue line range of bearings has been
specially developed by SKF for conveyor
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applications in food and beverage plants
where bearings are exposed to extreme
contamination making regular washdowns and food safety the order of the
day.
Jansen van Vuuren says that the re-lubrication-free blue line bearing boasts a
unique seal which makes use of multiple
channels that direct water away from the
sealing lip during wash-downs; the water
exits the seal by gravity when the bearing
is stationary.
“The optional end covers and back seals
prevent high pressure spraying from directly hitting the bearing seals during
wash-downs, consequently further reducing the possibility of water ingress into
the bearing.”
He adds that the back seal, which is seated on the shaft, provides an additional
barrier to prevent contaminants from the
lines reaching the enclosed bearing. Furthermore, the smooth housing surface
eliminates crevices where soiling can occur, thereby facilitating the wash-down
process
.
SKF received the order from Spif Chicken for the supply of four blue line bearing
units in March 2020. The bearings, which

were supplied as completely sealed units
with end cover and back seal, were ex
EDC (European Distribution Centre) and
delivery was arranged via air freight. The
bearings arrived just prior to South Africa’s national COVID-19 level 5 lock down
which was implemented at midnight on
26 March.
Jansen van Vuuren points out that these
bearings are easy to install, requiring no
customer training; Spif Chicken successfully completed the bearing installation
under BSA Polokwane’s supervision.
As an essential service provider, Spif
Chicken’s plant remained operational
during the lock down period.
“The blue line bearings have successfully passed their initial trial period and
I am extremely pleased to report that,
eight months on, the units are still running
smoothly, showing no signs of premature
failure. Alongside minimised plant stoppages and increased uptime and plant
reliability, Spif Chickens is now able to
implement wash-down procedures with
complete confidence, freeing up time to
focus on production. Spif Chicken is considering expanding our bearing solution
to other production areas,” concludes
Jansen van Vuuren.
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EIMA INTERNATIONAL
changes date and doubles up
The Digital
Preview

1

2

The Event
44 th EIMA
BolognaFiere
February
3/7, 2021

EIMA
Digital Preview
November
11/15, 2020

The international trade fair calendar, due to the Covid 19 pandemic, has been
completely revised and many events have been cancelled and postponed. EIMA
International has also redefined its program, moving the 44th edition from
November 2020 to February 2021. However, in the days in November initially
established for EIMA, EIMA Preview comes to life, a great online event that anticipates
the traditional exhibition and is the first example in the world of a review of
agricultural mechanics entirely accessible on a digital platform.

As of 2022 EIMA will return to the traditional November appointment

A GREAT EIMA, AS USUAL
Organized by

INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL
AND GARDENING MACHINERY
EXHIBITION
In collaboration with

Salons

www.eima.it
Contacts

00159 Roma - Via Venafro, 5
Tel. (+39) 06.432.981 - Fax (+39) 06.4076.370
eima@federunacoma.it
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Feature

Save energy and irrigate more profitably with
AGRICO’s GPS based Web Control

A

grico recently introduced a new GPS controller, with which pivots can be controlled on Agrico’s well-known internet
application. By controlling pumps according to the specific need of the pivots, heaps of energy are saved.

DEVICES ON THE INTERNET
Advanced Rain Pivot Control and Pump Control connect irrigation devices to the Internet on Agrico’s Rain interface. The whole
system is managed easily and accurately.

Agrico Pivot with internet control. On the cell phone screen one can see how pumps and pivots are controlled on the same application.

This screen grab illustrates the functionality of the system, making it easy to operate large irrigation systems with various pivot points,
pumps, dam levels, valves, irrigation blocks etc. on a single platform.
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NEW GPS MODULE
AGRICO’s new GPS can be installed on
any electrical pivot. The position of the
last tower is determined accurately. The
pressure can be monitored at the end of
the pivot point and with AGRICO Pump
Control and a VFD (variable frequency
drive) the pressure can be controlled
automatically and accurately.
THE VALUE OF PRESSURE CONTROL WITH AGRICO’S GPS MODULE
Here is a real example of a pivot, with
a large height difference between the
highest and lowest points:

See the green cylindrical Agrico control unit, with its GPS antenna on the last tower of
another make pivot.

Shows the energy required with pressure
control (in green) and the 28% energy
saving (in red), compared to when no
control would be applied.

This is a Google image with 2 m contours.
The graph shows the height profile on the
circumference. The total height difference
is 21 m and the maximum height is 13 m
higher than the average height. The white
section on the graph represents, potential
energy savings that can be achieved with
pressure control.

The following graph shows how the
Agrico system accurately controls the
pressure, according to the need of the
pivot. The spray package requires a
minimum pressure of 100kPa at the end
of the machine for correct, uniform irrigation.
Traditionally, the irrigation system is
then designed with a constant inlet
pressure to continuously meet the maximum pressure requirement (at the highest point); about 450kPa in this case.
However, the pressure at the centre can
be varied between about 240kPa and
450kPa due to the topography to exactly meet the pressure requirements and
thus save energy.

The graph shows how the Agrico control
system automatically responds by varying
the inlet pressure at the centre (the solid
red line) to continuously maintain the required pressure at the end of the machine
(the blue dotted line). The actual end
pressure is also indicated (solid blue line)

Since the pressure is controlled not to
fall below the threshold values and the
spray package is equipped with pressure regulators, the volume of water applied is constant, despite the slope.
Power (kW) is the product of pressure
(kPa) and flow (l/s). The power required
for the pump (s) during irrigation is
therefore directly proportional to the
pressure applied.
The total energy for one revolution of
the pivot is equivalent to the area under
the pressure curve. The following graph
shows how much energy is required for
one revolution with AGRICO’s automatic pressure control, versus the energy
that would be required if no control is
applied. The energy saving with Agrico’s
GPS pressure control, for this real case
is more than 28%.
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AGRICO Web Control offers the best
technology:
• Dynamic System Pressure - With this
integrated solution, pressure can be optimized automatically, with huge energy
savings.
• Positioning - Better accuracy by
means of optional GPS.
• Security - Web Control utilizes the
latest user and device authentication
to increase security. User rights can be
granted individually. Complete record of
all user actions is kept for audit purposes.
• Increases irrigation efficiency through
accurate control.
• Facilitate the operation and management of the irrigation system.
• Reduce energy consumption and increase profitability.
• 24 Months free internet control subscription with each new controller. SMS
communication is optionally available.
• Updates with the latest software versions, via the internet.
• The product is supported by a 24/7
technical helpline.
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Zoetis’ A.L.P.H.A. Initiative Improving
Diversity and Livestock Health in
Sub-Saharan Africa

O

ver half the population of subSaharan Africa relies on livestock,
as it provides nearly half of the
total family income. However, these communities see exceptionally high incidences
of livestock disease and have historically
faced limited access to veterinary services.
The African Livestock Productivity and
Health Advancement (A.L.P.H.A.) initiative
from Zoetis aims to help change that situation and improve the health of livestock
– a critical asset for rural communities – to
achieve food security for these vulnerable
regions.
The A.L.P.H.A. initiative – launched in Uganda and Nigeria in 2017 and Ethiopia and
Tanzania in 2018 – has developed solutions
to implement disease diagnostic infrastructure and increase the availability of veterinary medicines and services, across communities.

Identifying veterinarian’s training
needs
As well as working directly with livestock
farmers, the A.L.P.H.A. initiative aims to support the veterinary sector in its animal health
work. In collaboration with the University of
Surrey in the UK, the A.L.P.H.A. initiative has
conducted more than 20 studies to identify
the educational needs of veterinary professionals in sub-Saharan Africa, with the goal
of addressing existing training gaps through
customized solutions.
The A.L.P.H.A. team adopted a ‘train-thetrainer’ approach, a strategy that has en-

abled the program to engage an estimated
500,000 local stakeholders to date, providing trainees with tools and education
around animal nutrition, disease detection
and other animal health issues.
In the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, which limited physical interactions,
A.L.P.H.A. trainers were quick to adapt their
traditional training methods into accessible online courses and webinars. Many of
A.L.P.H.A.’s customers have been able to
maintain learning continuity, participating
in training, including a recent Instagram live
broadcast on the responsible use of antibiotics, using their smart phones.

Diversity is difficult, but results are
promising
Female involvement and participation in
diagnostics and animal health training is a
crucial focus of the A.L.P.H.A. initiative as
female livestock farmers are very active in
the farming of poultry and small ruminants.
A.L.P.H.A. has therefore worked hard to ensure a gender balance and the inclusion of
women in all training. The participation rate
from women is currently 40%.
Barriers still exist though. According to the
World Bank gender overview (2016), in Nigeria, inequality between the sexes has
put women at a great disadvantage. They
often face insurmountable barriers to their
participation in the economic activities that
sustain their livelihoods. This situation has
been made worse during the COVID-19
pandemic when a greater amount of training is being delivered digitally. Cost issues,
or lack of access to internet connectivity in
more remote areas, have caused a drop in
female participation.
Despite these setbacks, Zoetis’ A.L.P.H.A.
initiative continues to show promising results and is committed to working towards
equal gender participation in its educational
programs by 2023. Together with increased
availability of medicines and the development of veterinary infrastructure, Zoetis ultimately aims to transform livestock health
and livelihoods for their owners.
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nardi-harvesting.com

Nardi on Youtube ›

NARDI HARVESTING. All crops. All combines.
High-productivity headers from Italy arrive in Africa.

Italian design. Strong construction. Built for all combine models...since 35 years.

NARDI headers can harvest with efficiency and versatility your crops. We offer a wide range to harvest all crops: sunflowers,
corn, soybeans, chickpeas, sesame, sorghum and castor oil. We also produce a line of trailers to safely transport up to 40 km/h
all the header types on your courtyard to the field.

MAIZE
Maïs

MULTICROP
Multicultures

SUNFLOWER & SORGHUM
Tournesol et sorgho

TRAILER
Chariot

Contact us.

+39 0457665570

+39 3485843861

WE ARE LOOKING
FOR DEALERS
IN AFRICA.

IMPACT HULLER TYPE FKS-C
For hulling of different products, such as oats, sunflower seeds, spelt and buckwheat.
• Oats – up to 4,000 kg/h
• Sunflower seeds for bakeries and trade – up to 1,500 kg/h
• Sunflower seeds for the oil industry, special design – up to 5,000 kg/h

28

F.H. SCHULE Mühlenbau GmbH
Johannes Schuback & Sons (S.A) PTY Ltd.
Dieselstrasse 5–9 · 21465 Reinbek
Sandton/South Africa
Germany · +49 (0) 40 72 77 10
T +27 11 70 62 270 · F +27 11 70 69 236
www.eastafrican-agrinews.com
/ East
African Agrinews | October-December 2020
schule@akahl.de
· schulefood.de
jsssa@mweb.co.za

