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65,000 Printed Copies
The East African Agrinews Magazine is distributed to profes-
sionals who are involved in the agriculture industry, interna-

tional business, and investment in East Africa and around the 
world. These professionals are always looking for new ideas, 
products and services. With a print run of 65,000 copies per 
issue, the East African Agrinews Magazine’s estimated read-
ership per issue is over 180,000. The East African Agrinews 
Magazine is printed quarterly and is distributed in both hard 
copy and electronic version (E-Magazine). 40% distribution 
is done through corporate and individual subscription, 20% 

through retail outlets, the rest through agriculture expos, shows 
and events as well as through strategic agriculture unions and 

associations.

Electronic copies are sent via email 
to our data base of 92,500 active 
online subscribers. Over 120,000 

e-Magazines are downloaded from 
our website.

 The readership profile of the East African AgriNews Magazine 
is key decision makers such as CEOs, Directors, Farm owners, 
Government departments, Procurement Managers, Farm man-
agers, Agronomists, Small scale farmers, Commercial farmers 
as well as many other professionals within the agricultural sec-

tor in the East African region.

The publication has strategic alliances and partnerships with a 
number of regional and international agricultural and business 

organisations.
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Editorial Comment

Stop the mortalities, sustainability is key

Innovative
drinking 
technology

www.impex.nl

Then why should your birds?
Upgrade to an Impex closed water 

drinking system, to optimize bird 

performance and results!

Would you 
drink this 

water?

 ast opportunities to grow East 
 Africa’s livestock industry exist 
 and it takes every stakeholders’ de-
termination to make things happen. Yes the 
Zoetis A.L.P.H.A initiatives has closed and ex-
posed gaps that exist in the region’s livestock 
industry but much more working together 
need to be done to excellently oil this sec-
tor. Our farmers have been overly exposed in 
some areas and this unfortunate trend needs 

V

to be halted through collaborative efforts. Sit-
ting down with various players at the Zoetis 
A.L.P.H.A five years celebrations in Uganda 
exposed that most farmers fail to sustainably 
survive in livestock farming, a result of lack of 
knowledge and inability to tap into professional 
veterinary services.

More education and exposure to the right liter-
ature is a must for farmers before they even get 
the requisite medicines, so that they can pre-
vent spreading some of the livestock diseases 
once an outbreak is dictated.

Various animal disease outbreaks cost farmers, 
many of their animals die with some finding it 
hard to return to sustainability levels, as their 
stock is wiped out.

However, with an appropriate framework dove-
tailed into a well-oiled ecosystem of animal
health, farmers can do better and thrive from
livestock rearing industry. Government authori-
ties, donors, the private sector and the farmers
should form a solid public-private partnership
and put a spotlight on the livestock industry, 
cuttingout the unnecessary red-tape especially
on the adoption of vaccines, diagnosis and de-
velopmentof animal health vaccines.

No farmer deserves to lose their animals, each 

and every farmers should enjoy reaping bounty 
rewards from their livestock.

The national coffers should also get a sustained 
revenue from the farming industry but without 
sustainability, such endeavors are in vain.

Zoetis A.L.P.H.A should be replicated success-
fully after the initial trial rollout phase which has 
unearthed so much on what the industry needs 
and deserves.

More donors and other private players should 
join hands with Zoetis, scale up animal health,  
a must do project, to create a sound value 
chain.

Let us all remember that a health animal will 
mean healthy food on the table through quality 
meats and other by-products. Farmers should 
not be left alone in the trenches to find solu-
tions for good animal health, all stakeholders 
should participate. Going forward more inter-
active and solution finding dialogue should be 
initiated, let us be proactive for our animals.

Please remember to share your opinions, let-
ters and comments with us.

Enjoy the read!

Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)   
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Cover Story

Farmers’ education to transform agriculture

 oetis Clobal Chief Medical 
 Officer, Michael McFarland is
 optimistic that negative encoun-
ters that livestock farmers face in East Af-
rica and the rest of the continent can be 
disentangled through education.

“Many of the challenges that farmers in 
Sub-Sahara Africa face will be solved 
through education,” said McFarland.

Speaking on the sidelines of the Zoetis’ 
African Livestock Productivity and Health 
Advancement (A.L.P.H.A) five years cel-
ebration in Uganda, McFarland said the 
continent needs to scale up necessary 
education initiatives on animal care.

With loads of accolades for transforming 
East Africa’s livestock industry, Zoetis 
A.L.P.H.A is expected to continue despite 
the initial grant from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation coming to an end in 
February this year.

“In the meantime internal budgets con-
tinue,” said Dr. Gabriel Varga, Regional 
Director for Africa at Zoetis citing a new 
application has been made.

“We have submitted the next phase of the 
proposal and now it’s not in our hands 
and we do not have an approved budget 
yet,” said Dr. Varga, adding that Zoetis 
A.L.P.H.A endeavors to build a sustain-
able business that can with less funding.

Currently Zoetis A.L.P.H.A has 63 regis-
tered products in East Africa’s four coun-

tries, helping farmers to eliminate unnec-
essary deaths and reducing mortality, 
coupled with quality veterinary diagnostic 
services.

“As a commercial entity, whatever we do, 
we need to make sure we are doing it in a 
sustainable and profitable way.

“We are responsible to our shareholders 
and customers,” said Dr. Varga highlight-
ing that Zoetis A.L.P.H.A endeavors to 
reinvest, train more people and register 
more products in a compliant way.

In the last five years, Dr. Varga said the 
project has taught the company many 
lessons including embracing local com-
munities.

“We came here not to tell people what to 
do but to listen to them. Initially we held 
several roundtable discussions with dif-
ferent stakeholders and the more people 
we had at initial and setup phase, the bet-
ter and we got a buy-in quickly.”

“Thank you for the support in the last five 
years and helping us get where we are,” 
he added.

Dr Varga says Zoetis ALPHA has reached 
the first milestone and many more are yet 
to come

Meanwhile Uganda’s minister of State for 
Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries 
Lt Col Dr. Rwamirama Bright Kanyontore 
has applauded Zoetis A.L.P.H.A initiative 

for being a game-changer in enabling 
sustainable livestock production.

“It is important for the issue of animal 
health to be taken seriously,” said Kan-
yontore, highlighting that the increasing 
population of the continent needs height-
ened sustainability in animal health.

The minister further said Uganda is com-
mitted to the improvement of animal 
health and ready to partner with Zoetis for 
more initiatives going into the future.

Kristin Peck, the Chief Executive Officer 
of Zoetis, the world’s largest producer of 
medicine and vaccinations for animals, 
assured the continent that A.L.P.H.A will 
be a springboard for the company to do 
more.

“This is just the beginning and we are 
more than willing to grow our business on 
the continent,” said Peck adding that the 
company’s intention is to build a safe and 
reliable food value chain, through ensur-
ing good health of animals through quality 
vaccination and on time diagnosis.

Zoetis’ work is expected to lead to re-
duced poverty for communities, improved 
malnutrition, gender equalities and part-
nerships for sustainability.

She further highlighted that the company 
will be seeking to build more partnerships 
across the public and private sector on 
the continent.

Z
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Business, Companies & Markets

$1.5 billion facility approved to counter food 
crisis 
 he African Development Bank
 has approved a $1.5 billion 
 facility to help African countries 
avert a looming food crisis over the next 
two years.

With the disruption of food supplies aris-
ing from the Russia-Ukraine war, Africa 
now faces a shortage of at least 30 mil-
lion metric tons of food, especially wheat, 
maize, and soybeans imported from both 
countries.

The ‘African Emergency Food Production 
Facility’ is expected to benefit 20 million 
smallholder African farmers who will re-
ceive certified seed and technology to 
rapidly produce 38 million tons of food, 
over the next four farming seasons, said 
the bank’s officials.

In a breakdown, the facility will lead to the 
production of 11 million tons of wheat, 

18 million tons of maize, 6 million tons of 
rice, and 2.5 million tons of soybeans, ac-
cording to the statement.

“Food aid cannot feed Africa. Africa does 
not need bowls in hand. Africa needs 
seeds in the ground, and mechanical 
harvesters to harvest bountiful food pro-
duced locally. Africa will feed itself with 
pride for there is no dignity in begging for 
food,” said AfDB Group President, Akin-
wumi Adesina.

He noted that access to fertilizers should 
not face the same constraints as the case 
was for Covid-19 vaccines and warned 
that food shortages in Africa could lead to 
high instability, including riots or toppling 
of governments.

Beth Dunford, AfDB’s Vice President for 
Agriculture, Human and Social Develop-
ment, said the facility builds on lessons 

learned from the bank’s Feed Africa Re-
sponse to Covid-19 program.

“That program has provided a strate-
gic roadmap to support Africa’s agricul-
ture sector and safeguard food security 
against the pandemic’s impact.”

The facility will also create a platform to 
advocate for critical policy reforms to 
solve the structural issues that impede 
farmers from receiving modern inputs. 
This includes strengthening national insti-
tutions overseeing input markets.

It will be followed by a five-year ramp-
up phase to build on previous gains and 
strengthen self-sufficiency in wheat, 
maize, and other staple crops, as well as 
expand access to agricultural fertilizers 
by delivering seeds and inputs to 40 mil-
lion farmers.

T
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Business, Companies & Markets

Innovative packaging machine relies 
on SKF lubrication

 KF has supplied its progressive 
 automatic lubrication system, 
 including pumps and meter-
ing devices, to Kiefel, a leading German 
manufacturer of packaging machinery.

Gothenburg, Sweden 18 November 2021: 
A new type of production machine, which 
makes packaging directly from cellulose 
fibres, relies on an automatic lubrication 
system from SKF.

The NATUREFORMER KFT 90 machine, 
from German equipment manufacturer 
Kiefel, uses a progressive lubrication sys-
tem. The KFT 90 makes products such as 
shells by forming and drying fibrous ma-
terial – pulped paper and cardboard – at 
high temperature and pressure.

The KFT 90 can also process virgin cellu-
lose fibres, to comply with food industry 
regulations. It offers packaging manufac-
turers a way of making a new type of sus-
tainable packaging, which is of growing 
interest to consumers. 

“The manufacture of sustainable prod-
ucts begins with the development and 
construction of a sustainable machine,” 
said Matthias Hausmann, Head of Central 
Engineering at Kiefel. 

This holistic approach was therefore also 
taken into account in Kiefel Fiber Ther-
moforming technology. Kiefel is seeing 
a boom in demand for the machines and 
sales are growing monthly.

“Our proven lubrication system is set out 
to ensure reliable lubrication for the new 
KFT 90,” said Norbert Spiegel, the Ac-
count Manager at SKF Lubrication Sys-
tems in Germany.

One key benefit for Kiefel is that the sys-
tem enables reliable lubrication cycles. 
This helps minimize maintenance costs 
and maximises productive time.

The automatic lubrication system also re-
duces lubricant consumption by deliver-
ing accurate doses and only when need-

ed. It also saves time compared to manual 
lubrication, as the central reservoir needs 
refilling at relatively long intervals.

SKF has supplied Kiefel with its lubri-
cation system, including P203 pumps, 
which supply lubricant to the SSV and 
SSVD metering devices that meter the 
lubrication to each connected lubrication 
point. The system can dispense precise, 
metered amounts of lubricant to as many 
as 50 lubrication points, at distances up 
to 15m. 

With an exchangeable metering screw, 
the number of metering device variants is 
drastically reduced, which cuts the cost 
of spare part handling and warehousing.
Progressive lubrication systems can be 
used on small-to-medium sized machines 
with dispersed lubrication points that re-
quire varying lubrication quantities. In ad-
dition, offering a proven product, SKF has 
a strong reputation in lubrication and a 
presence in the USA, where the machine 
users of today are mainly located.

S
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Regional News

Agriculture the leading investment choice for 
Uganda
 tatistics from the central bank
 has indicated that Majority of 
 Ugandans choose agriculture as 
the first form of investment.

According to the Bank of Uganda 81.3 
percent of working Ugandans choose to 
invest in agriculture, while 19.3 percent 
and 11.8 percent choose land and whole-
sale and retail trade, respectively. 

The findings are contained in a 78-page 
report conducted by Bank of Uganda in 
collaboration with the Alliance for Finan-
cial Inclusion.

The findings, which were compiled by 
Uganda Bureau of Statistics during the 
period ended December 2020 and pub-
lished in mid-April, highlight a number of 
key financial parameters, among which 
include household incomes, investment, 
insurance uptake, saving and financial 
management, among others. 

At least 3,338 households in rural and ur-
ban areas, which is representative of 22.8 
million working adult between 16 years 
and above, were interviewed. 

The report notes that majority of working 
Ugandans choose agriculture as the first 
choice investment. 

However, the report does not indicate 
the reasons for the decision, but could 
be explained by the composition of in-
terviewed households, 72.7 percent of 
which were in rural areas.  

At 19.3 percent, land comes in as the 
second best choice of investment, while 
11.8 percent said they would choose to 
invest in retail and wholesale trade. 

Meanwhile about six in every 10 adult 
Ugandans, the survey notes, reported 
failure of their investments due to natu-
ral calamities, poor monitoring, low risk 
awareness, wrangles and poor manage-
ment, among others.  

Agriculture employs majority of Ugan-
dans with at least 73 percent of working 
adults reporting that in order to meet 
most of their financial goals, they engage 
in farming or agriculture. 

The Financial Capability Survey, which is 
the second edition, seeks to shape poli-

S cies by understanding the financial capa-
bility of Ugandans as well as finding out 
how adult Ugandans make financial deci-
sions as well as achieving them. 

Government has been sending mixed sig-
nals in terms of agricultural investment, 

noting that it cannot transform the econ-
omy. 

However, the findings will provoke a new 
debate given that government officials 
have previously refused to prioritise agri-
culture as a driver of the economy. 
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Regional News

FAO rollout innovative plant pest control 
solutions 
 he Food and Agriculture 
 Organization of the United 
 Nations (FAO) Subregional Of-
fice for Eastern Africa and the Ministry 
of the Environment, Agriculture and Live-
stock have successfully released biolog-
ical control agents of the Mango Mealy-
bug in Burundi.

The biological control agent release was 
done in two provinces of Burundi, in the 
months of April and May in two rounds, 
aiming to effectively control the mealybug 
and reduce crop damage by the invasive 
plant pest. 

According to FAO, the biological pest 
control programme (the use of living or-
ganisms to suppress pest populations) 
used natural enemies of the mango 
mealybug: (Gyranusoidea tebygi and 
Anagyrus mangicola). 

Measuring less than 1 mm long, the tiny 
wasps feed exclusively on mango mealy-
bugs and pose no human, animal or envi-
ronmental risk.

The mealybug has been observed in sev-
eral localities of Burundi, with significant 
infestations in Kirundo and Muyinga prov-
inces. The infestation is visible on sever-
al plants such as mango, citrus, banana, 

guava, several ornamentals, horticultural, 
and shade plants. 

FAO Burundi Country Office and the Bu-
rundi National Mango Mealybug Manage-
ment Task Force members coordinated 
the field release in both provinces.

The mealybug is also present in Rwanda 
and Uganda in the Eastern African Sub-
region. FAO has been working closely 
with IITA and the governments of Rwanda 
and Uganda to control this pest since its 
emergence in 2019. Burundi is leading the 
regional effort by being the first country 
in the region to adopt this agroecological 
approach to restore the balance of nature 
by introducing the natural enemies of the 
mango mealybug.

Orlando Sosa, FAO Agriculture Officer, 
highlighted the importance of using effec-
tive pest control methods on the Mango 
mealybug that poses the risk of spread-
ing to other neighbouring countries in the 
East African region. 

“The use of biological control agents has 
been quite successful in Western Africa, 
where the pest was reported in 11 coun-
tries, causing considerable crop damage. 
This is why we have made a technology 
transfer from West Africa to East Africa to 

employ the most effective pest manage-
ment technique,” he added.

Sosa added that FAO will continue sup-
porting affected countries through its 
technical cooperation project that focus-
es on enhancing the preparedness and 
response capacity of three Eastern Afri-
can countries to the mango mealybug. 

FAO hopes to conduct the same activity 
of releasing these parasitoids in Rwanda 
and Uganda to curb the invasion of the 
pest onto other countries in the region 
and reduce regional vulnerability to food 
insecurity. 

“It is imperative for member states and 
farmer communities to note that the bio-
logical control of the pest will bear rapid 
results in radically reducing the pest pop-
ulation. Since the pest is exotic to these 
countries and arrived without its natural 
enemy, our release of its natural enemies 
will help restore the natural ecological 
balance. In this regard, chemical control 
will not help such control efforts because 
chemical spraying will hamper the para-
sitoids from doing their work effectively.”

The Director of Plant Protection at the 
Ministry of Environment, Agriculture and 
Livestock of Burundi, Goreth Itangishaka 
expressed her government’s satisfaction 
with the efforts of FAO and IITA in releas-
ing the natural enemies of the Mango 
Mealybug since the identification of this 
pest which has already caused enormous 
damage in the country. She pointed out 
that with the success of the biological 
control agents, production can rise to the 
level before the pest invasion.

The mango mealybug, also known by its 
scientific name - Rastrococcus invadens 
Williams (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae), 
is one of the pests that threaten African 
smallholder farmers whose livelihoods are 
heavily dependent on the production of 
mangoes. The sap-sucking insect feeds 
on the leaves, flowers, fruits and young 
parts of the Mango stem. In heavy infesta-
tions, blackish layers called sooty mould 
cover the leaves. The heavily attacked 
parts of a plant stop growing, resulting 
in lower productivity or death. In terms of 
yield: the pest causes enormous damage, 
causing up to 90% fruit loss, and citrus 
fruits can be significantly affected with 
fruit yield losses of up to 53%. 

T
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Baler-Wrapper Combination // LT-Master & VARIO-Master
• Variable Bale Sizes (Diameter: 0,6 m - 1,4 m)
• Maximum Bale Density
• Many different Materials: Hemp ∙ Corn Silage CCM ∙ Alfalfa ∙ Grass

Sugar Beet Pulp ∙ TMR (Total Mixed Ration) ∙ Whole Crop Silage ∙ And much more

Your Contact: Pierre Payré
E-Mail: sales@goeweil.com
Tel.: +43 7215 2131 46
www.goeweil.com

• Hemp Silage
• Corn Silage
• ...

BEST FORAGE QUALITY through bale silage
COST EFFICIENT & EASY TRANSPORT
MASSIVELY INCREASE MILK & MEAT YIELD

One machine - 
countless materials.

Regional News

FAO seeks to bring agricultural inputs to 
northern Ethiopia
 AO will deliver agricultural inputs in Tigray, Afar and 
 Amhara, regions affected by the civil war in northern
 Ethiopia, a notification from the UN agency for Food 
and Agriculture recently announced.

“We are working to reach 620,000 households in the areas 
most affected by the conflict, which is our target for 2022, but 
the assistance will go beyond the distribution of commodities,” 
the statement said.

FAO’s representative to the African Union, Chimimba David 
Phiri said the agency will also provide vaccines and services 
for the treatment of animal diseases, and assist in the rehabil-
itation of agricultural infrastructure, it adds, reiterating recent 
statements by

Of these households, which will first of all receive seeds of var-
ious products, 268,000 belong to Tigray, 186,000 are located 
in Afar and 150,000 are from Amhara, he specifies.

According to the text, the organization “works with the Minis-
try of Agriculture to support those who need to improve agri-
cultural production and is committed to supporting the gov-
ernment’s efforts to improve the situation in the north of the 
country”.

In addition to the announced cooperation, FAO distributed 400 
metric tons of seeds to 230,000 families in Tigray, four in Afar 
and 100 to farmers in Amhara, according to information from 
the UN agency itself.

FAO’s efforts to supply seeds, fertilizer and equipment, among 
others, are now having a greater impact due to the easing of 
hostilities between the Tigray People’s Liberation Front and the 
federal government, although the conflict has not yet reached 
a definitive solution.

F
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Meyn launches Killer M2.0 
High-speed slaughter solution offering 

flexibility, precision, and safety

 oultry processing requires 
 continuous investment in 
 developments to meet today’s 
challenges, declining margins, demand 
fluctuations, food safety and workers’ 
safety. These are all factors to consid-
er. Meyn realized that smart processing 
solutions are the answers to these chal-
lenges. After the release of the iconic 
Meyn® Maestro Plus for fully automat-
ed in-line giblet harvesting, the Meyn® 
Rapid Plus M4.2 breast deboner, and the 
recently released Meyn® Wing cutter HY 
Pro, a leading slaughtering solution was 
needed to accommodate continuous in-
creasing line speeds and improve food- 
and worker’s safety. 

This first half of 2021, the Meyn® Killer 
M2.0 has set its stainless-steel feet on 
the processing floor. 

The Meyn® Killer M2.0 has 3 unique 
advantages:

1. High performance and precise cut for
    line speeds up to 15,000 bph

The Meyn® Killer M2.0 executes a uni-
form and controlled cut for an optimum 
bleed-out. Due to the new guide mech-
anisms, shackle movement is limited, 
dragging is reduced, and the head is 
fixed uniformly. The neck is stretched to 
allow an optimal cut, ensuring maximum 
performance.

 2.  Flock and cut adjustment within 
    seconds.

The new Killer M2.0 is designed to reduce 
the adjustment time substantially. A huge 
benefit for processors having to deal with 
different flock sizes, switching between 
frontal cut or decapitation and changing 
stun methods.

The M2.0 offers three different elec-
trical adjustments, allowing to switch 
and adapt within seconds:

• Adapt height of the cutting unit to flock 
   size
• Switch between frontal cut or 
   decapitation
• Optimize the head guide angle after
   controlled atmosphere or electrical 
   stunning

Processors with consistent and uniform 
flocks have the option to order the Killer 
M2.0 with economical, mechanical ad-
justments. 

3. Smart design increases (food) safety
(Food) safety is top of mind. Regulations 
are becoming stricter every year. Making 
it challenging to keep up, especially for 
the slaughtering department. Smart de-
sign of processing solutions helps poultry 
plants come a long way. 

The Killer M2.0’s control panels and but-

tons for daily operations are placed away 
from moving parts and knives, separat-
ed by sliding doors. The doors are fitted 
with grids, offering perfect visual tracking 
of the process at eye level and making it 
easier for the operator to adjust the ma-
chine when needed, whilst staying safe.

Finally, the Killer M2.0 is designed for 
maximum hygiene. The product zone is 
easily accessible for cleaning and inspec-
tion. The open underpart of the solution 
avoids pilling up of dirt in the machine. 
The designed frame eludes collected wa-
ter, avoiding bacteria growth. 

The Meyn® Killer M2.0 is released 
for sale. Please contact your nearest 
Meyn® sales representative for more 
information.

P
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Rwanda’s agriculture sector is 
partially growing

 espite plans to increase the 
 irrigated farm area to 102,284 
 ha in 2024 from over 60,000 ha 
in 2021, Rwanda’s agriculture sector is 
partially growing.

Statistics released recently by the coun-
try’s data authority National Institute of 
Statics of Rwanda (NISR) indicate that 
agriculture sector grew by one percent 
and contributed 23 percent to the coun-
try’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
growth in the first quarter of 2022.

According to figures from NISR the poor 
growth represents a drop of six percent-
age points compared to the first quarter 
of 2021 where the agriculture grew by 
seven percent, and contributed 27 per-
cent of the GDP.

Ivan Murenzi, the Deputy Director-Gener-
al of NISR said the poor growth rate can 
be explained in several ways. 

Murenzi said the production of food 
crops decreased by one percent due to 
the production of cereals and vegetables 
that dropped by four percent and nine 
percent respectively.

Still, the production of export crops re-
duced by 14 percent, as a result of a 41 
percent decline in coffee production. And 
the production of tea increased by three 
percent.  

Yet, in the same period of 2021, both the 
production of food crops and that of ex-
port crops increased by seven percent.

Murenzi said that the performance of ag-
riculture for quarter one is linked to the 
performance of the farming season for 
2022, which ran from September last year 
to February this year.

“There were different weather-related 
shocks that affected agriculture, in differ-
ent parts of the country resulting into less 
output for some food crops. And you see 
a connection between the performance of 
agriculture and therefore, prices of goods 
on the market which have also been ris-
ing,” he said.

For coffee, he said that the first months of 
the year is always not the best season for 
coffee output.

“We expect maybe in the following 

months for the output to be better, given 
the just the general patterns of coffee pro-
duction,” he said.

Evariste Tugirinshuti, the president of the 
Federation of Maize Farmers’ Coopera-
tives in Rwanda told The New Times that 
there was drought early this year, which 
mainly affected agricultural harvest in 
the Eastern Province that is prone to dry 
spells.

He said that the drought hit farms when 
maize crops had started producing ears 
in the farming season A for 202, which 
started in September 2021 and conclud-
ed by the end February 2022.

“Overall, maize production in 2022 farm-
ing season A dropped by about 30 per 
cent in Eastern Province,” he estimated, 
referring to the effects of drought on the 
crop.

To help address the problem, Tugirinshuti 
said “the irrigated farmland area should 
be increased in order to prevent crop fail-
ure during drought.”

D
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Tanzania launch nutrition campaign 
supported by local foods
 national nutrition campaign to promote healthy eating 
 habits in Zanzibar based on locally available food has
 been launched in Tanzania.

Supported by the the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) and the Revolutionary Government of 
Zanzibar, through the European Union (EU) funded AGRI-CON-
NECT flagship programme, the nutrition campaign is to pro-
mote healthy eating habits in Zanzibar based on locally avail-
able food.

“Agriculture and nutrition are two faces of the same coin. We 
now talk about food systems, as we finally realised that agricul-
ture is not only about economic opportunities but also about 
improving the health of our people,” said Cédric Merel, Head 
of Cooperation at the European Union Delegation in Tanzania. 

“This joint initiative between the Government, FAO and the EU 
aims at making the food system in Zanzibar and Tanzania more 
resilient to any shocks and raise awareness of the population 
on the close link between what we grow, how we grow it and 
what we eat.” he said.

Dr. Nyabenyi Tipo, FAO Representative in Tanzania emphasized 
that malnutrition is one of the most serious threats to social and 
economic growth. 

“It reduces children’s ability to survive, grow, thrive, learn and 
become productive adults, as well as their ability to contribute 
to the economy. Food habits and practices have an impact on 
food security, nutrition and general wellbeing,” said Dr. Tipo. 

She went on to say: “Changes in social norms related to food 
production, consumption, and marketing coverage will increase 
food security, strengthen the immune system, and provide in-
come to smallholder farmers.”

With its Lishe Bora ni Mtaji (Good Nutrition is an Investment) 
slogan, the national nutrition campaign will include activities 
such as cooking programs, dala dala (minibus) nutrition educa-
tion tours, trainings for female youth, and the establishment of 
msosi asilia (traditional food sites). 

Over the course of two years, it is expected to reach 32 million 
people via traditional and social media platforms.

The Lishe Bora ni Mtaji Campaign will support health, social 
and economic benefits of addressing malnutrition in all its forms 
beginning early in life, particularly during the first 1,000 days.

The FAO-led programme titled “Building Resilience of Agri-
Food Systems and Better Nutrition in the Context of the Global 
Pandemic” is the fourth component of the “AGRI-CONNECT- 
Supporting Value Chains for Shared Prosperity” programme, 
which focuses mainly on nutrition and establishing systems to 
help absorb pandemic-like shocks to food and market acces-
sibility.

“The priority of the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar is to 
reduce all forms of malnutrition as well as systemic diseases 

A and this campaign has come at a time when the world is strug-
gling to end the COVID-19 epidemic,” said Shamata Shaame 
Khamis, Minister of Agriculture, Irrigation, Natural Resources 
and Livestock. “We have strengthened our nutrition leadership 
by encouraging more investment in agriculture, food production, 
and nutrition education to increase the availability and accessi-
bility of healthy diets through improved agricultural productivity 
and a better understanding of the importance of healthy diets in 
preventing nutritional disorders and improving body immunity,” 
he said.
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Tanzania’s farmers trained in owls use to 
fight rats By BERDINA MAJINGE
 armers lose between five and 15
 percent of their maize harvest
 per year due to rats and owls 
can effectively help in this area, despite 
being associated with misfortune and su-
perstition in some African cultures.

The birds could bring good fortunes to 
farmers if they utilise them to their advan-
tage, experts have said.

A research by experts from the Sokoine 
University of Agriculture (Sua) has estab-
lished that utilised effectively, owls could 
be one of the most effective ways of driv-
ing pests out of farms.

“We decided to conduct a research after 
realising that farmers lose between five 
and 15 percent of their maize harvest per 
year due to rats. Owls can effectively help 
in this area,” said a senior researcher for 
the project from Sua, Dr Nicolaus Mwalu-
sako.

Speaking at Mgama village during a train-
ing session for 200 farmers from Iringa 

and Mufindi districts in Iringa Region on 
how to make use of owls to defeat the 
challenge of pests in their farms.

He said basically, the environment in 
farms was conducive for reproduction of 
rats and that using chemicals to kill such 
pests was hazardous to the environment 
and to human health.

The government and experts, Dr Mwalu-
sako said, were currently encouraging 
the use of alternative and environmental-
ly-friendly means of destroying pests in 
farms.

To effectively defeat the challenge of rats 
in farms, Dr Mwalusako said, farmers 
were being encouraged to prepare nests 
that would be set up in their farms.
“The owl is the kind of a bird that does 
not want to make its own nest. If farmers 
prepare the nests, owls will turn the farm 
into their homes. They will then do their 
work there,” he explained.

During day time, said Dr Mwalusako, owls 

will spend time in nests but at night, they 
will go out in search of food. “Owls en-
joy eating rats and this means that while 
hunting for rats in the farm, it will be effec-
tively helping the farmer to drive the pests 
out of the farm,” he said.

A farmer from Mgama in Iringa District, Mr 
Aidani Kisinga said the training opened 
their eyes to new realties regarding the 
benefits of owls. He promised to deliver 
the message to colleagues on why owls 
would be a boon to their farming endeav-
ours.

A researcher from Sua, Ms Anna Kimaro 
urged farmers to do away with some un-
founded traditional beliefs involving owls 
and instead focus their attention how 
the bird can help them in improving their 
yields.

“Our researches have established that 
owls are not used in witchcraft but that 
they use their different sounds in com-
municating with others [other owls],” she 
said.

F
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Tanzania’s agriculture budget signals sector 
on the right trail By DR HILDERBRAND SHAYO*
     n the 2022/23 fiscal year’s budget, 
     giving his Ministry budget, Hon 
     Hussein Mohamed Bashes’ determi-
nation to set Tanzanian farming on right 
track clearly promoted my thoughts on 
several issues that I would think if exe-
cuted will make a dream come true.

After listening to Hon Bashe speech, with 
very few exclusions, African government 
policies regarding agriculture over recent 
years have ranged from half-hearted to 
unfavourable, despite immense pros-
pects to grow the sector through produc-
tivity-enhancing approaches and tech-
nologies.

Tanzania, for example, concerning subsi-
dy on fertiliser as presented in the parlia-
ment sincerely spends relatively very little 
on agricultural development compared to 
Zambia (30 percent), Malawi (44 percent), 
and Rwanda (11.7 percent) and changing 
this political dynamic is now, if truly, Tan-
zania desire to see the contribution of the 
sector to the economy.

This is my analysis, subsidy if granted 
must go hand in hand with the govern-
ment to partner with the private sector to 
fix market failures along important value 
chains for some promising agriculture 
commodities with a commercialisation 
outlook aimed at making agriculture a 
business like any other business.

Notwithstanding, countries like Tanzania 
can sustain or even increase their past 
economic growth rates will come down 
to government effectiveness in finding 
solutions to the bottlenecks in key seg-
ments of the agricultural sectors.

This will need the government’s willing-
ness to engage more widely with the 
private sector, and the development of 
innovative institutional arrangements for 
moving the agenda forward to see the 
agriculture sector as a strategic sector in 
Tanzanians’ future growth.

Through this, agricultural growth will as-
sist to leverage rapid growth in the larger 
agrifood system and agro-business crops 
including agro-processing and trading. If 
I seized well Hon. Bashes’ speech, there 
are various options that can raise farm 
productivity and boost growth in the 
country.

Nations that have developed successful-
ly have invested in agriculture and then 
indirectly shifted resources from agricul-
ture to manufacturing. For example, the 
known green revolution furthered most 
regions of the world, especially East Asia 
where cereal yields quadrupled between 
1960 and 1990.

Only Africa missed out on this and the 
prolonged lack of progress in instituting 
measures that could boost agricultur-
al productivity has been condemned for 
holding back the region’s overall eco-
nomic growth. That being said, there are 
various aspects that do believe can help 
to transform and revolutionise Tanzania’s 
agriculture while at the same time en-
hancing to improve its competitiveness.

In addition, to provide subsidies to in-
puts i.e., fertiliser and seeds as in the 
case of Zambia, there is a need to work 
towards developing highyield crops. This 
will involve increased research into plant 

breeding, which considers the unique soil 
types.

According to the CGIAR consortium of 
agricultural research centres report, un-
questionably have stated that a dollar 
invested in such research is estimated 
to yield six dollars in benefits, an output I 
reckon will boost the yield of farmers.
Of course, with the growing effects of cli-
mate change on weather patterns, more 
irrigation infrastructure will be required. 
Studies and research have indicated that 
average yields in irrigated farms are 90 
percent higher than those of nearby rain-
fed farms.

Categorically with Hon. Bashes’ view-
point, improved market access, regula-
tions, understanding of what standard 
and quality market needs and under-
standing of logistic governance will be 
needed to foil government plans.

Enhancing rural infrastructure such as 

I
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roads is critical to raising productivi-
ty through reductions in merchandising 
costs and the loss, especially of perish-
able produce to access markets.

Many don’t realise but it has been proven 
through studies that providing better in-
centives to farmers, including reductions 
in seeds subsidies, could raise agricultur-
al output by nearly 5.0 per cent or more.

In addition, to what Hon. Bashe is pro-
posing, that the disposition of digital solu-
tions in the last mile of agricultural value 
chains permits agribusinesses to address 
an extensive range of business challeng-
es and at the same time surge farmer loy-
alty, operational efficiency, and realtime 
visibility in the last mile.

In my view, digitisation of value chains 
will benefit farmers too, by for instance 
encouraging financial inclusion, enabling 
transparent transactions, and reducing 
travel times and transaction costs related 
to the deployment of near home-grown 
farms’ cash-out points.

Simply giving farmers information about 
crop prices in different markets can 
strongly increase their bargaining pow-
er which according to studies can boost 
incomes by 10-30 per cent. It has been 

well-known in the literature that general-
ly in Africa and especially in sub-Sahara 
region countries including Tanzania have 
the uppermost area of arable uncultivated 
land in the world nearly 202 million hect-
ares, still, most farms occupy less than 
two hectares.

When you try to do a deep dive into why 
the case is, you will discover that such a 
situation is caused by two main aspects, 
poor land governance and ownership.

Land reform isn’t an easy exercise to un-
dertake given customary and traditional 
existing ties prevailing in many nations in 
Africa. But it is my conviction that ratio-
nal changes that undoubtedly and visibly 
explain property rights, ensure the secu-
rity of land tenure, and infrastructure that 
would enable land to be used as collater-
al will be needed if many African nations 
and, in this case,Tanzania is to realise 
potential productivity gains. In addition to 
these two aspects investing in technolo-
gy is also important. To build a workable 
digital ecosystem in the agricultural value 
chains, that would more benefit farmers it 
is critical that all investors share the ben-
efits of mounting digitisation, including 
agribusinesses, which are increasingly 
recognising the opportunities for digitisa-
tion of payments and other processes.

In the past, it is well known, that when 
paying farmers, agribusinesses in Tanza-
nia faced challenges related to cash han-
dling. For example, in the softwood value 
chain purchaser often carried large sums 
of cash to pay their smallholder timber 
suppliers. Those coming from Iringa will 
agree with me on this.

Digitising payments to such farmers and 
many others in crops such as avocado, 
tomatoes, onion and the like not only sup-
ports operational efficiencies by reducing 
the cost of cash but also allows agribusi-
nesses to make more transparent trans-
actions and reduces their reputational 
risk.

As the government’s determination to 
transform the agriculture sector its sup-
port is crucial to coordinate the integra-
tion of smallholder farmers into larger 
cooperatives and groups needed in other 
areas that aid integration with wider mar-
kets. This will not only increase income 
for farmers but set the ground for a sound 
transformation of the sector in the coun-
try.

*Dr Hildebrand Shayo is a Senior Lectur-
er in economics at the Open University 
of Tanzania
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AGRA, Microsoft preach digital 
transformation in agriculture

 he Alliance for a Green 
 Revolution in Africa (AGRA) and
 the American computer giant 
Microsoft are joining forces to develop 
technological solutions in the agricultural 
sector on the African continent. 

According to the two organisations, the 
partnership, which was concluded on the 
sidelines of the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland will improve farmers’ 
agricultural yields and enhance food se-
curity in the face of the effects of climate 
change.

In response to the unstable weather con-
ditions that threaten food security on the 
African continent, the American IT giant 
Microsoft and the Alliance for a Green 
Revolution in Africa (AGRA) have signed 
a partnership to support the digital trans-
formation of agriculture. 

Within this framework, Microsoft’s digital 
platforms such as Microsoft Community 

Training (MCT) will help train young peo-
ple in entrepreneurship in agribusiness, 
smart agriculture, carbon sequestration 
and water conservation.

“Digital innovation is essential to advance 
food security and poverty eradication in 
Africa. This partnership will directly sup-
port governments, small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) and farmers, provid-
ing the digital tools needed to build resil-
ient food systems,” says Agnes Kalibata, 
AGRA’s president.

AGRA and Microsoft aim to optimise ag-
ricultural yields through the use of their 
joint solution “AgriBot” launched in 2019 
for farmers in remote areas. Eventually, 
the two partners intend to collaborate 
with other companies such as the Swiss 
food multinational Nestlé, the German 
pharmaceutical and agrochemical com-
pany Bayer and the Singaporean food 
trading firm Olam International.

For Jean-Philippe Courtois, Microsoft’s 
Executive Vice President and President of 
International Sales, Marketing and Oper-
ations, the partnership with AGRA will ef-
fectively contribute to the implementation 
of the United Nations’ Sustainable De-
velopment Goal 2 (SDG 2) on eliminating 
hunger through the promotion of sustain-
able agriculture. 

In this context, Microsoft, through the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation, and the Qa-
tar Fund for Development (QFFD) award-
ed a $200 million grant in March 2022 for 
farmer adaptation to climate change in 
Africa.

Earlier in 2021, Microsoft’s 4Afrika ini-
tiative in partnership with AGRA created 
technology solutions that will improve 
food security for 30 million households. 
The initiative benefits 11 countries, in-
cluding Nigeria, Ghana, Rwanda, Tanza-
nia, Uganda and Malawi.

T  
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100 % ORGANIC
 FERTILIZER MANUFACTURER

START YOUR OWN BRAND OF ECOLOGICAL FERTILIZERS NOW!

We provide you with a
complete line with more than
50 fertilizer products:
Amino acids, NPK,
Biostimulants, soluble and
slow release liquids or solid
fertilizers, etc.

You will have an organic
certificate: ECOCERT with
your company's name.

MADE  IN  SPAIN  WWW .AGROPLASMA .ES

WHAT  WE  OFFER ? Agroplasma SL Spain
Is  a company that directly

manufactures organic fertilizers. We

work with raw materials that include

different types of unicellular algae,

bacteria and natural extracts of plants,

seeds and minerals that we transform

in our laboratories into ecological

products.

We also formulate special organic

NPK fertilizers according to customer

request.
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NPK irrigation:

NPK 100% soluble:

NPK liquid:

NPK 2-20-2
NPK 5-10-10
NPK 13-2-2.

NPK 9-4-4
NPK 6.7-3-18
NPK 7-6-6
NPK 8-3-9

NPK 3-10-10
NPK 2-15-2
NPK 0-10-10
NPK 7-15-10
Other NPK (LIQUID AND SOLID)
coming from plant extracts

AMINO ACIDS 20%

AMINO ACIDS 40 %

AMINO ACIDS 60 %

ORGANIC NITROGEN 3 %

ORGANIC NITROGEN 8 %

ORGANIC NITROGEN 10 %

AMINO ACIDS

HUMATES AND FULVIC
POTASSIUM LIQUID

FULVICS 55 % SOLUBLE
100%

HUMIC FULVICS

FERTICELL NPK 2-2-2

FERTICELL SUPER GROW

HUMICS FULVICS ACIDS

HOUSE AND
GARDEN LINE

MADE  IN  SPAIN  WWW .AGROPLASMA .ES

LIQUID NPK

LIQUID IN
SUSPENSION

CALCIUM 880 (40% Cao)

PHOSPHOR 20

SULPHUR 800

ZYNC 40 (40% ZnO)

ALGAE PRODUCTS

ALGAE EXTRACT UNIVERSAL

UNIVERSAL SOIL SALINITY

UNIVERSAL ACIDS ORGANIC
WE BET  ON ECOLOGICAL

TRANSIT ION!
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Southern Africa calls for urgent action to 
scale up conservation agriculture

 onservation Agriculture (CA)
 has great potential to contribute 
 to the building of the resilience 
of smallholder farmers, and to increase 
farm productivity, production and nutri-
tion, stakeholders emphasized at the re-
cently concluded Conservation Agricul-
ture Regional Working Group (CARWG) 
meeting, held in Lusaka, Zambia.

“Conservation Agriculture can help ad-
dress the high cost of fertilizers because 
it enables the efficient use of agro-inputs 
including fertilizers, but also restores soil 
fertility. 

“The government of Zambia will continue 
to promote CA in order to increase the 
number of farmers and land under the 
approach,” Reuben Mtolo Phiri, Minister 
of Agriculture of Zambia said at the open-
ing of the event.

According to reports by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), the cur-
rent geo-political trade tensions and in-
stability as a result of the Ukraine-Russia 
conflict, is forecasted to exacerbate the 
limited availability and access of agricul-
tural inputs by smallholder farmers. This 
is likely to further increase the number of 
people suffering from food and nutrition 
insecurity and loss of livelihoods in the 
subregion.

FAO is supporting countries in Southern 

Africa through the project “Strengthen-
ing Coordination, Scaling up and Gov-
ernance of Conservation Agriculture in 
Southern Africa (SUCASA)” to scale up 
CA through strengthened capacity of the 
CA platforms, networks and partnership 
at subregional and national levels.

“It becomes critical that all of us work 
together to scale up proven alternative, 
innovative and transformative produc-
tion approaches that offer our smallhold-
er farmers the tenacity and resilience to 
maintain viable production and produc-
tivity despite the foreseen challenging so-
cio-economic environment,” Suze Percy 
Filippini, FAO Representative in Zambia 
said.

This year’s CARWG meeting brought 
together CA stakeholders and National 
Conservation Agriculture Taskforces from 
Eswatini, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Tan-
zania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

The meeting was designed to share re-
gional experiences, knowledge and in-
formation, best practices and strengthen 
partnerships, collaboration and opportu-
nities for innovation, and explore CA in-
vestment options to scale up CA.

It comes at a critical time when food 
systems globally are facing a strain and 
southern Africa is no exception. Current-

ly an estimated 47.6 million people in the 
subregion are food insecure.
African heads of state, through t

he African Union’s Comprehensive Afri-
ca Agriculture Development Programme 
(CAADP) pledged to have 25 million farm-
ers in Africa to have adopted climate resil-
ient production systems by 2025 to pro-
tect their food and nutrition security and 
livelihoods.

“Time has now come for CA stakeholders 
to increase their networking and coordi-
nation so that CA is mainstreamed into 
national agricultural development pro-
grammes,” Saidi Mkomwa, Executive Di-
rector of the African Conservation Tillage 
Network and Chair of the CARWG said.
Morgan Manchishi, is a medium-scale 
farmer from Chongwe District, Zambia. 
He grows maize and soyabeans on 35 
hectares of land. Since adopting CA prac-
tices in 2009 he has realized better yields 
from his crops.

“This past season we did not have good 
rains but because of the CA practices we 
were still able to harvest. The yield has 
not been affected,” Morgan told the CAR-
WG delegates.

Average agricultural productivity from 
smallholder farmers in Southern Africa 
have either stagnated or even decreased 
to below 2 metric tonnes per hectare. A 
call for transition from conventional farm-
ing to innovative, resilient and sustainable 
farming methods is critical in order to re-
verse this trend.

Stories like that of Morgan are being used 
to share knowledge and information on 
the impact of CA a climate smart agricul-
ture approach. This is meant to bring ag-
riculture sector stakeholders and govern-
ments to prioritize scaling up CA in their 
food and agriculture production systems.

“The message must be put in the right 
context. CA technology ensures that even 
if you have inadequate rain, too much 
rain or enough you’re guaranteed to get 
harvest. The countries should consider 
the farming approaches that use fertilizer 
efficiently,” Collins Nkatiko, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Conservation Farming Unit 
(CFU), Zambia said.

C 
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Johannes Schuback & Sons (S.A) PTY Ltd.
Sandton/South Africa
T +27 11 706 227 0 · F +27 11 706-9236 
jsssa@mweb.co.za

F.H. SCHULE Mühlenbau GmbH
Dieselstrasse 5–9 · 21465 Reinbek
Germany · +49 (0)40 727 71-0 
schule@akahl.de · schulefood.de

IMPACT HULLER TYPE FKS-C
The SCHULE impact huller FKS-C is suitable for hulling oats, sunflower seeds, spelt, buckwheat and hemp. 
The hulling process can be optimally adapted to the respective product – this enables a high degree of hulling 
with a very low percentage of broken grains. In addition, the automatic impact ring adjustment ensures a longer 
service life. You can find more information, also about further processing machines, at www.schulefood.de.

• Oats – up to 4,000 kg/h

• Sunflower seeds for bakeries and trade – up to 1,500 kg/h

• Sunflower seeds for the oil industry, special design – up to 5,000 kg/h
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Technology

Farm-to-table freshness delivered fast
 armbox, an award-winning
 farm-to-table e-commerce 
 platform and a subsidiary of Yas 
Holding’s Food and Agriculture Division, 
Elite Agro Holding, has announced up-
dates to its e-commerce platform and 
mobile application, aimed at further im-
proving customer experience.

The Group is in growth mode, expanding 
business interests in agriculture, food, 

healthcare, education, aviation, real es-
tate, FMCG, technology and services 
across the Middle East, Africa, Europe, 
and Asia.

In addition to the existing next-day deliv-
ery option, Farmbox customers can now 
schedule a delivery slot that fits with their 
daily or weekly routines, helping reduce 
food waste, whilst ensuring reliability, 
consistency, and convenient access to ul-

tra-fresh, local, and authentic farm-to-ta-
ble fruit, vegetables, and premium meats, 
along with a wide range of highly-curated, 
local and international ready-to-eat and 
pantry items.

The new Farmbox.ae website and mo-
bile application boast new user-friendly 
features. These include improved search 
functionalities, enhanced shopping rec-
ommendations, wish lists for on-the-go 
planning, multiple delivery address op-
tions, and highly secure payment options 
including Apple Pay, to meet today’s cus-
tomer needs and lifestyles.

 “At Farmbox, we put our customers first 
by bringing the freshest produce, thought-
fully sourced from our farms and trusted 
local partners, direct to their homes in 
conveniently fast timeframes. This is how 
we have built a loyal and growing custom-
er base and strong market position over 
the years. 

“We look forward to giving our customers 
an all-new Farmbox experience with the 
launch of our new e-commerce technolo-
gy across a fantastic range of thoughtful-
ly sourced items,” said Dr. Abdulmonem 
Almarzooqi, Division CEO of Elite Agro 
Holding.

Farmbox.ae offers mindful grocery shop-
ping to help customers reduce their food 
miles, whilst increasing their access to 
the freshest organic and premium pro-
duce at the touch of a button. Over 3,700 
products are now available, including 
a wide range of fruit, vegetables, meat, 
dairy products, and specially curated 
boxes such as “Seasonal Fruit and Veg-
etable Box”, “Perfect Cheeseboard”, and 
“Breakfast Box” for added convenience.

To ensure freshness, Farmbox sources 
produce from over 30 of their very own 
Elite Agro farms based in the UAE and 
beyond, including Marmum Dairy and the 
well-loved Elite Berry brand. For added 
convenience, customers can also browse 
a variety of specialty items to suit every 
type of dietary requirement and filter pro-
duce by origin.

Farmbox was recognised for its outstand-
ing achievements in delivering fresh, 
healthy, and organic food, winning the 
Fresh Produce Foodtech of the Year at 
The Leaders in Foodtech Awards 2021.

F
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Technology

Technology without regulation won’t save the 
forest 
 ast incentives programs show
 how smart regulations and 
 targeted incentives, in addition 
to technology, make a significant differ-
ence in conservation. Emerging technol-
ogies - powered by computing advances 
and data - are reinventing agriculture and 
delivering improved productivity. How-
ever, technology is not the only obstacle 
when it comes to forest conservation.

Smart technology has limited impact 
without smarter regulatory frameworks 
and enforceable laws. For all the goodwill 
and global compacts, the path to sensible 
development takes hard work and it must 
include cooperation between economic 
players.

The financial sector can play a crucial role 
by offering new lines of financing mecha-
nisms, anchored in environmental, social 
and governance (ESG) principles.

Agriculture has come a long way in the 
twenty-first century. From precision irriga-
tion systems to face recognition in live-
stock to deploying drones for improved 
crop yield, emerging technologies are re-
inventing farm country. 

Whether it’s hyperspectral monitor-
ing (scanning soils and plant health) or 
tracking cattle’s movement and health, 
computing advances are making new 
technologies – powered by data – readily 
accessible for agriculture. 

The revolution in agriculture is delivering 
savings along with improved productivity. 
It is also big business: precision agricul-
ture is expected to grow to a $11.1 billion 
industry in the next five years.

Brazil is a major benefactor of high-tech 
agricultural wonders. Despite the abun-
dance, vast tracts of its forests – espe-
cially in the Amazon Basin – still fall to 
slash-and-burn farming, medieval ranch-
ing, and resource pirates. The reason is 
complicated. Fixing the problem doesn’t 
have to be. As deforestation continues 
to rise, a Science Panel at the Summit of 
the Americas called for a more ambitious 
commitment to conserving the Amazon 
Basin as it approaches a dangerous tip-
ping point. Encouragingly, past incentives 
programs show how smart regulations 
and targeted incentives make a signifi-
cant difference in conservation.

Deforestation in Brazil is driven by de-
mand and impunity. Brazil kept pace with 
global demand for soy, timber, and meat, 
and hyper-specialized industries like 
high-end leather for luxury SUVs. 

The country’s efforts to meet internation-
al appetites comes at an environmental 
cost, especially when forest products 
are not properly accounted for and mon-
itored. And where secrecy lurks, so can 
crime. Agriculture and livestock in the 
Amazon basin are too often linked to illicit 
deforestation, illegal logging, and public 
land grabbing. But even here, the sto-
ryline is hardly straightforward because 
the industries themselves walk a tenuous 
line between the legal and the illegal.

Take the case of the cattle industry, re-
cently the subject of several investigative 
reports. Journalists documented how il-
legally sourced Amazon basin resources 
are converted into legal products entering 
global markets, a process dubbed “cattle 
laundering”. 

The practice entails shuffling cattle be-
tween grazing lands to disguise their or-
igin. Determining origin is crucial because 
it’s the only way to connect products tied 
to illegal activities such as land clearing, 
illegal logging, planting monoculture or 
even grazing pastures. Of course, natu-
ral resource laundering has occurred for 
decades across the extractive industries. 
What makes the cattle business different 
is how easily technology can trace prod-
uct’s origins.

The good news is that there is incredible 
innovation in the tracking of commercial 
goods: Think of internet shopping and 
real-time precision in package delivery. 
Yet, it’s puzzling how little many consum-
ers know – or care – about the source of 
items they purchase. Technology is nec-
essary, but an insufficient, solution. Often 
the missing middle comes down to incen-
tives.

The primary obstacle to tracking goods 
was hardly the lack of technology. The 
scarcity of incentives is far more prob-
lematic. So long as financial institutions 
continue to bankroll extractive industries 
with questionable track records on envi-
ronmental activities, the cycle of environ-
mental crime will persist.

There are two crucial steps to curbing 
land degradation and deforestation: clear 
traceability of products and financial in-
centives for forest conservation. Policy-
makers could start by rewriting incentives 
to promote sustainable practices. China’s 
success in the late 1990s with the Grain 
for Grain program gives early clues on 
how to do this. In Brazil, the record is less 
encouraging.

The financial sector can play a crucial role 
by offering new lines of financing mecha-
nisms, anchored in environmental, social 
and governance (ESG) principles. Though 
it would be a stretch to expect ESG to 
reinvent markets, much less to persuade 
wholesalers and outside bidders bent on 
chasing prices and market share to mend 
their ways. Real change entails coopera-
tion between different economic players. 
Investors can promote smart practices, 
while public authorities bolster tech-en-
abled regulations and enforcement to 
safeguard against setbacks. Though a 
small portion of the global market, some 
investors care about risks in their supply 
chains and the long-term effects beyond 
quarterly earnings.

Nevertheless, for all the goodwill and 
global compacts, the path to sensible 
development takes hard work and it must 
include the public, private, and consumer 
sector.

Smart technology has limited impact 
without smarter regulatory frameworks 
and enforceable laws. Despite earnest 
promises to green up the supply chains, 
there are few incentives to track raw ma-
terials; why bother when these are seen 
as replaceable. 

As markets begin to account for environ-
mental degradation and the climate-relat-
ed risks that pose real threats to financial 
investments, this could change. Bankers, 
boards and shareholders are taking note 
of climate change-related financial risk. 

Ultimately, when consumer pressure 
grows, incentives will follow making 
tracking, inspecting and vetting central to 
putting everyday products on our tables 
and in our homes.

P
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Uganda applauds Zoetis for 
animal health initiative

 ganda’s minister of State for Agriculture Animal 
 Industry and Fisheries Lt Col Dr. Rwamirama Bright
 Kanyontore has applauded Zoetis the world’s largest 
producer of medicine and vaccinations for animals for its Afri-
can livestock Productivity and Health Advancement (A.L.P.H.A) 
initiative expected to be a game-changer in enabling sustainable 
livestock production.

Speaking in Entebbe at the A.L.P.H.A initiative five year celebra-
tion, the minister celebrated Zoetis for its efforts in controlling 
animal health across Africa.

“It is important for the issue of animal health to be taken seri-
ous,” said Kanyontore citing that the increasing population of 
the continent needs heightened sustainability in animal health.

The minister further said Uganda is committed to the improve-
ment of animal health and ready to partner with Zoetis for more 
initiatives going into the future.

Kristin Peck, the Chief Executive Officer of Zoetis assured the 
continent that A.L.P.H.A will be a springboard for the company 
to do more.

“This is just the beginning and we are more than willing to grow 
our business, on the continent,” said Peck adding that the com-
pany’s intentions is to build a safe and reliable food value chain, 
through ensuring good health of animals through quality vacci-
nation and on time diagnosis.

Zoetis’ work is expected to lead to reduced poverty for commu-
nities, improved malnutrition, gender equalities and partnerships 
for sustainability.

She further highlighted that the company will be seeking to build 
more partnerships across public and private sector on the con-
tinent.

U
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nardi-harvesting.com        Nardi on Youtube ›

NARDI HARVESTING. All crops. All combines.
High-productivity headers from Italy arrive in Africa.

Italian design. Strong construction. Built for all combine models...since 35 years.
NARDI headers can harvest with efficiency and versatility your crops. We offer a wide range to harvest all crops: sunflowers, 
corn, soybeans, chickpeas, sesame, sorghum and castor oil. We also produce a line of trailers to safely transport up to 40 km/h 
all the header types on your courtyard to the field. 

MAIZE
Maïs

TRAILER
Chariot

MULTICROP
Multicultures

SUNFLOWER & SORGHUM
Tournesol et sorgho

WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR DEALERS 

IN AFRICA.
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