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65,000 Printed Copies
The East African Agrinews Magazine is distributed to profes-
sionals who are involved in the agriculture industry, interna-

tional business, and investment in East Africa and around the 
world. These professionals are always looking for new ideas, 
products and services. With a print run of 65,000 copies per 
issue, the East African Agrinews Magazine’s estimated read-
ership per issue is over 180,000. The East African Agrinews 
Magazine is printed quarterly and is distributed in both hard 
copy and electronic version (E-Magazine). 40% distribution 
is done through corporate and individual subscription, 20% 

through retail outlets, the rest through agriculture expos, shows 
and events as well as through strategic agriculture unions and 

associations.

Electronic copies are sent via email 
to our data base of 92,500 active 
online subscribers. Over 120,000 

e-Magazines are downloaded from 
our website.

 The readership profile of the East African AgriNews Magazine 
is key decision makers such as CEOs, Directors, Farm owners, 
Government departments, Procurement Managers, Farm man-
agers, Agronomists, Small scale farmers, Commercial farmers 
as well as many other professionals within the agricultural sec-

tor in the East African region.

The publication has strategic alliances and partnerships with a 
number of regional and international agricultural and business 

organisations.
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Editorial Comment

Pulling together is core for agriculture 
sector
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 reating sustainable solutions for
 the agriculture sector is a 
 development that various stake-
holders in the sector should support.

The menacing food security issues threat-

C

ening each and every economy in the re-
gion can be plugged out through a  united 
force.

Creating solutions in silos is not ideal and 
will miss out on the potential each and ev-
ery member state of the block has towards 
finding permanent and sustainable solu-
tions to the country’s agriculture challeng-
es.

Kudos goes to USAID for finding the right 
partners willing to assist in creating solu-
tions for the region’s agriculture challeng-
es. The solutions will not only improve the 
country’s agriculture output but prop up 
other components such as employment 
and growth of the food industry value chain.

Solutions created through various stake-
holders offering resources and experience 
often have huge impacts and hence we 
applaud USAID for luring it’s vast network 
of partners to address challenges faced by 
the region’s agriculture network.

The ultimate goal is to create a vibrant ag-
riculture value chain and this also needs 
support from local entities, let it not be do-
nor funds and international expertise creat-
ing these local solutions. There is need to 
tap into the diverse set of skills, innovation 
and commitment that the bloc’s human re-
source offer, not forgetting to tap into the 
indigenous knowledge that have been cor-
nerstone of the local agriculture this far.

The learning institutions should also be pro-
active in conducting research, a foundation 
that innovation and technology gurus can 
use to craft technology driven solutions.

Let’s have all hands on the deck, as we 
move towards a strengthened agriculture 
sector to feed and create employment.

Remember to send us comments, letters 
and opinions.

Enjoy the read!

Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)
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Cover Story

USAID partners to improve bloc’s 
food security

 espite the East Africa region 
 struggling with recurrent climate 
 shocks including drought and 
floods, pests, diseases, and food insecu-
rity, USAID is working with diverse part-
ners to improve the bloc’s capacity of 
food system actors.

According to USAID, the partnerships 
will strengthen the capacity of the private 
sector, research organizations, academia, 
civil society, and the public sector to fa-
cilitate regional food trade, enhance the 
regional compliance and enforcement of 
food standards, and improve the capacity 
of food system actors to advocate for and 
benefit from an improved regulatory and 
policy environment.

“Through these partnerships we are im-
proving the movement of food and other 
products from surplus to deficit areas and 
increasing accessibility and availability of 
food for vulnerable populations.

“We are also working to increase learning 
and knowledge exchange on food securi-
ty to stabilize food prices,” said USAID on 
its website.

Some of the organisations in collabora-
tion with USAID include TradeMark East 
Africa (TMEA), East African Community 
(EAC), East Africa Grain Council (EAGC), 
the Intergovernmental Authority on De-
velopment (IGAD), Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), 
African Seed Traders Association (AFS-
TA), and Eastern African Farmers Feder-
ation (EAFF).

The teamwork aims to support children, 
pregnant, and nursing women experienc-
ing acute malnutrition and are particularly 
vulnerable.

In addition, the partnership notes that the 
region’s agriculture and livestock sector 
is dominated by rain-fed agriculture and 
the changing climate disproportionately 
affects the poor and marginalized groups 
who have a lower capacity to adapt.

“Population growth and migration are fur-
ther straining food security in the region.”

USAID has implored women organiza-
tions and gender equality partners to play 
an active leadership role in improving re-
gional food security. Meanwhile, guided 

by the Feed the Future, through the Glob-
al Food Security Strategy East Africa Plan 
which is the U.S. Government’s approach 
for improving food security and reducing 
poverty in East Africa.

The purpose of the East Africa Regional 
Plan 2019-2024 (EA Regional Plan) is to 
articulate how the next phase of Feed the 
Future-EA will continue to contribute to 
GFSS objectives and the region’s Journey 
to SelfReliance (J2SR).

In addition, the EA Regional Plan also rec-
ognizes the comparative advantages that 
the USAID/KEA regional office provides in 
addressing the opportunities for improved 
food security in East Africa.

“Many of the constraints in East Africa are 
trans-boundary in nature, such as climate 
variability, pests and diseases or cross 
border barriers to trade. The USAID/KEA 
regional office offers a unique platform 
to convene stakeholders across national 
boundaries, while leveraging the authority 
of regional bodies, to address these chal-
lenges and ensure that East Africa trans-
forms to a food secure region.”

D
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Business, Companies & Markets

 ack in the 1980’s, three 
 brothers Mike, Gregg and Don
 Tvetene were working at their 
family-owned Tvetene Turf Farms in Bill-
ings, Montana, USA. The business was 
faced with a critical labour shortage at the 
same time that it was experiencing huge 
demand for their turf. 

Out of necessity, the brothers conceived 
of an automatic turf harvester that could 
cut and stack sod using just one opera-
tor. Their biggest motivator, recalls Gregg, 
was the years of hard work they had put in 
stacking turf by hand on the family farm.

The brothers worked by trial and error 
to get an automatic stacking harvester 
working smoothly. Mike focused on the 
electronics while Gregg worked on the 
hydraulics and Don handled welding and 
fabrication. 

At the time, mobile electronic systems 
were not sophisticated enough to handle 

Senix ultrasonic sensors now mounted on 
AutoStacker equipment 

the tasks required, so Mike designed a 
system that would control stacking, har-
vesting and drive functions.

The brothers formed a new company, 
Trebro Manufacturing, Inc. Their hands-
on experience, hard work, and continual 
testing and trials resulted in the introduc-
tion of the “AutoStack”, the first success-
ful automatic stacking turf harvester, in 
2000.

The AutoStack was an instant success 
as turf producers from around the world 
were eager to take advantage of the ben-
efits of labour savings, increased produc-
tion, and improved quality of the finished 
product. Trebro and the AutoStack were 
also recognized with an Industry Innova-
tor award from the Turf Producers Inter-
national and the Montana governor’s ex-
porting award.

The AutoStack, and now the AutoStack II, 
use an automated Ultra Steer system to 

guide the harvester with precision while 
the operator watches over all aspects of 
the harvesting process. Trebro explored 
several different sensor technologies for 
the steering system before selecting Se-
nix ToughSonic 14 ultrasonic sensors.
Senix ultrasonic sensors are mounted 
on the steering arms of the AutoStacker 
and AutoStacker II where they monitor 
the harvest line to maintain ¼” steering 
accuracy. The ToughSonic 14 was select-
ed for it’s tough all-weather construction 
and its ability to communicate rapidly with 
the Trebro’s electronic control system 
through an RS-232 interface. The Trebro 
AutoStack II is the ultimate high produc-
tion automatic turf harvester.

Trebro Manufacturing has now sold more 
than 750 automated harvesters in 22 
countries. It has employees in the U.S., 
Canada and the UK, with parts warehous-
es in all of these locations plus Europe 
and Australia. And at its heart, there are 
the three brothers.

B
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AFAP launches agriculture support for rural 
farmers in Uganda

 FAP launches agriculture 
 support for rural farmers in 
 Uganda. African Fertilizer and 
Agribusiness Partnership (AFAP) funded 
by Rabobank, Yara, the Export Trading 
Group and Syngenta with the support 
of the International Fertilizer Associa-
tion (IFA) has launched agricultural sup-
port initiative for rural farmers in Uganda 
called Sustain Africa.

Sustain Africa is in response to the high 
increase in agro-input costs in the wake 
of increasing global inflation and the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war.

With the current agriculture input crisis, 
Uganda faces a price-surge for fertilizer 
and other agriculture inputs, as the ongo-
ing war in Ukraine exacerbates COVID-19 
pandemic’s disruptions to global sup-

ply chains. The development is coupled 
with rise in transport costs, restrictions 
on trade and fixed assets credit, loss of 
urban and international remittances into 
rural farming communities, and a scaling 
back of non-agricultural supplies (e.g., 
hardware, school supplies) have also re-
duced the purchasing power and viability 
of smallholder farmers and rural whole-
sale and retail agro-dealers. 

As the country entered planting season in 
August, the expected drop in the use of 
agriculture inputs due to price surges and 
shortages threatens to severely impact 
food production, food security and rural 
livelihoods. 

To mitigate these challenges, the Sus-
tain Africa initiative has been introduced 
in Uganda to increase accessibility and 

affordability to farmers of up to 20,000 
metric tonnes of fertilizer. Bags include a 
balance of planting and topdressing fer-
tilizers that will be accessible to farmers 
throughout the season, in traditional retail 
shops across more than 50 districts.

“The Sustain Africa initiative aims to 
strengthen the resilience of the agricul-
ture sector beyond the current crisis, by 
facilitating access to high-quality seeds in 
selected areas and sustaining existing ag-
riculture input distribution value-chains, 
especially SMEs,” said AFAP.

Sustain Africa is an industry-led initiative, 
supported by donors providing conces-
sionary funding, coordination, knowl-
edge-sharing, and monitoring and eval-
uation, to increase effectiveness of the 
collective response. 

A
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Regional News

 mallholder farmers’ headache 
 of travelling several kilometres 
 to hire a male stud or collect pig 
semen in Rwanda is coming to an end. 
New pilot initiative of delivering swine se-
men by drone to farms is changing things.

Zipline, the company behind the project 
has been operating it since the beginning 
of this year working with the Rwandan 
Agriculture and Animal Resources Devel-
opment Board.

Isaiah Rugirababiri, a pig breeder in Kay-
onza, Eastern Rwanda has welcomed the 
initiative which also provides access to 
animal health products. 

“What motivated me to use this 
drone-transported pig semen is that it is 
a good breed that will increase my pro-
duction. With this method, I don’t have to 
worry as much as before about the quality 
and the breed I have chosen,” said Rugi-
rababiri.

The ambition of this programme is to 
increase livestock production to boost 
Rwanda’s food self-sufficiency. 
Anicet Karambizi has been a p

ig breed for 11 years, out of his 145 pigs, 
82 were born thanks to drone seed de-

Drone semen deliveries change pig breeding 
in Rwanda 

liveries. He says the method could also 
reduce the risk of transmissible diseases 
such as African swine fever. 

“I have significantly increased my pig pro-
duction with this drone-transported pig 
semen. Using boars used to cause us a 
lot of trouble with inbreeding, but now 
we have noticed the difference. With the 
drone delivery, we receive them on time 
and the farmer is one hundred per cent 
sure that he has the right breed,” said 
Karambizi.

Smallholders pay between 6.50 and 10 
US Dollars to inseminate a female pig and 

S the drone transport is paid for by the gov-
ernment.

“The deployment of drones to improve 
our national heads and also the life of our 
livestock in a bid to provide more, I guess 
I should say sufficient and nutritious food 
is very welcome and is what we are try-
ing,” said Solange Uwituze, Deputy Di-
rector General of Rwanda Agriculture and 
Animal Resources Development Board 
(RAB). To double the estimated popula-
tion of 1.8 million pigs, RAB, has set it-
self the target of inseminating more than 
150,000 pigs per year using drones.
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Regional News

 thiopia’s new legislation on 
 Agricultural Production Contract
 makes suppliers and brokers ir-
relevant. According to the new Act, buy-
ing agricultural products from producers 
and farmers without sharing the cost of 
agricultural inputs is prohibited, under the 
new legislation.

The Act recently passed by the Council 
of Ministers has been in the pipeline for 
five years. The bill took a longer period 
because the House of Federation (HoF) 
had to review it from the perspective of its 
impacts on regional states. 

In addition, the Council also amended the 
Seed Proclamation, which has been in 
place since 2013.

Ethiopia had no out-growers contract le-
gal framework before. As a result, buyers 
have been sourcing agricultural products 
from farmers and producers without sign-
ing binding contracts.

Ethiopia establish out-growers contract
 legal framework

…middlemen, brokers and intermediary 
suppliers discarded

“Middlemen, brokers, and intermediary 
suppliers who have no contribution to 
the farming process have been collecting 
harvests from farmers. Then they resell it 
at highly inflated prices. 

“There are also layers of brokers, who 
have been inflating prices without adding 
any value. Now, the biggest aim of this 
proclamation is to cut out such middle-
men,” said Dereje Degife, Director of In-
vestment and Market Development at the 
Ministry of Agriculture, which drafted the 
bill and finalized the directive that enables 
the implementation of the draft proclama-
tion.

The bill enables only contractors and 
farmers, according to Dereje. It also al-
lows industries, agri-processors, export-
ers, hotels, and any other licensed busi-
ness to enter into contracts with farmers 
and out-grow crops, plants, animals, fish, 
forest products, and other agricultural 
products.

Contractors provide inputs, and finally 
deduct it from the final payment to the 
farmer. Small-scale farmers can be rep-
resented in contracts through licensed 
intermediaries or cooperatives. But the 
contractor has to deposit the agreed 
amount in a local bank account opened in 
the name of the farmer.

The contracting parties may obtain 
third-party incentives such as insurance, 
broad market linkage, capital, tax holi-
days or relief, farm machinery support, 
and other benefits. The specifics will be 
determined by the Ministry’s directive.

“This means banks, NGOs, funders, and 
other third-party entities can provide 
guarantees on the contracts. They pro-
vide loans or funds for the contractors, 
which are payable once the harvest is de-
livered,” said Dereje.

E
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Baler-Wrapper Combination // LT-Master & VARIO-Master
• Variable Bale Sizes (Diameter: 0,6 m - 1,4 m)
• Maximum Bale Density
• Many different Materials: Hemp ∙ Corn Silage CCM ∙ Alfalfa ∙ Grass

Sugar Beet Pulp ∙ TMR (Total Mixed Ration) ∙ Whole Crop Silage ∙ And much more

Your Contact: Pierre Payré
E-Mail: sales@goeweil.com
Tel.: +43 7215 2131 46
www.goeweil.com

• Hemp Silage
• Corn Silage
• ...

BEST FORAGE QUALITY through bale silage
COST EFFICIENT & EASY TRANSPORT
MASSIVELY INCREASE MILK & MEAT YIELD

One machine - 
countless materials.

Regional News

 rganic waste answers Uganda’s fertilizer challenges.  
 Over the past few months, Ugandan farmer Joseph 
 Wagodoma has switched to organic fertilizers.  The de-
velopment comes on the backdrop of being hit by global short-
age in crop fertilizers, attributed to sanctions on Russia, bad 
weather and cuts in export.

“What inspired me to turn to organic fertilizer was the price of 
chemical fertilizer. I had no other source of money to continue 
with it. 

“The small harvests we were getting would only cater for basic 
household needs, so by the start of the planting season, you 
have no money for fertilizers to prepare your garden with,” said 
Wagodoma.

About 15 km away from Wagodoma’s farm, workers are col-
lecting organic waste, for delivery in a Kampala warehouse for 
Marula Proteen, a company spearheads the organic fertilizer ini-
tiative.

“We shred all the waste we ferment it in drums and the fermen-
tation makes the waste soft and then the soft waste is fed to our 
maggots for a period of 7 to 8 days. 

“The maggots that eat it their enzymes consume it they are 
breaking down all the waste and in the essence the larva poo is 
the fertilizer and it is similar to what happens in nature, in nature 
something dies and it rots and it gets eaten by maggots and 
then it goes into the soil, so that’s the process we are mimick-
ing,” Tommie Hooft, he company’s Chief Executive Officer and 
Founder explaining how the process works.

The rapidly scaling project was born in late 2017 in the brains of 
the CEO and his advisor Ludivine Berouard, as they were preoc-
cupied by the animal feed and sustainability challenges Ugan-
dan farmers faced.

Organic waste answers Uganda’s 
fertilizer challenges

O
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Regional News

 ew product to control powdery
 mildew disease in flowers 
 under the brand name Dagonis 
has been launched in Kenya.

The product was developed by the BASF 
East Africa Company after research that 
took 11 years and meets the required in-
ternational standards for export flowers.
Clement Tulezi, Chief Executive Officer of 
Kenya Flower Council Dagonis exceeds 
the international market requirements is 
timely and a relief to the flower sector, 
citing that powdery mildew disease has 
been a big challenge, impeding produc-
tion.

Tulezi urged all flower and other horticul-
tural products producers to observe the 
highest international standards in order 
for the Kenyan products to remain com-
petitive in the market as the country seeks 
to diversify her exports in the sector. 

The CEO cited a recent case where av-
ocadoes from Kenya were removed from 

Kenya launches pesticide to control powdery 
mildew in flowers 

shelves in Norway for not meeting the 
standards.

He also called upon the government to 
review the 16 percent tax on pesticides 
introduced last year, saying it was hurt-
ing the industry which was still smarting 
from the global economic crunch brought 
about by the effect of COVID-19.

Tulezi further lamented that the cost of 
energy in the country which is the highest 
in the region was also hurting the horticul-
tural sector and urged the government to 
intervene.

“Compared to our neighbours like Ugan-
da and Ethiopia who is our biggest com-
petitor in the industry, the cost of energy 
in Kenya is so high affecting the competi-
tiveness of our industry,” he said.

The horticulture sub-sector which in-
cludes vegetables, flowers, fruits and 
medicinal aromatic plants is among the 
key sectors of agriculture in Kenya con-

tributing to foreign exchange, household 
incomes and food and nutrition security. 
It employs about 6.5 million Kenyans di-
rectly and indirectly.

The floriculture sector alone directly im-
pacts the livelihoods of over two million 
Kenyans and has employed over 200,000 
people. Production is centered on the 
Great Rift Valley, in Lake Naivasha, Mount 
Kenya and Nairobi among other areas 
from the country.

The total area under horticulture is esti-
mated at 496,062 Ha with production of 
7.9 million metric tons. 

Roses accounted for the largest share of 
flowers export earnings with the value of 
exports standing at Shs. 71.8 billion from 
70.8 billion in 2020, followed by mixed 
flowers with 17.8 billion and cuttings Shs. 
15.8 billion, compared to Shs. 94 billion 
and Shs. 13 billion earned in 2020 respec-
tively.

N
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Meyn launches Killer M2.0 
High-speed slaughter solution offering 

flexibility, precision, and safety

 oultry processing requires 
 continuous investment in 
 developments to meet today’s 
challenges, declining margins, demand 
fluctuations, food safety and workers’ 
safety. These are all factors to consid-
er. Meyn realized that smart processing 
solutions are the answers to these chal-
lenges. After the release of the iconic 
Meyn® Maestro Plus for fully automat-
ed in-line giblet harvesting, the Meyn® 
Rapid Plus M4.2 breast deboner, and the 
recently released Meyn® Wing cutter HY 
Pro, a leading slaughtering solution was 
needed to accommodate continuous in-
creasing line speeds and improve food- 
and worker’s safety. 

This first half of 2021, the Meyn® Killer 
M2.0 has set its stainless-steel feet on 
the processing floor. 

The Meyn® Killer M2.0 has 3 unique 
advantages:

1. High performance and precise cut for
    line speeds up to 15,000 bph

The Meyn® Killer M2.0 executes a uni-
form and controlled cut for an optimum 
bleed-out. Due to the new guide mech-
anisms, shackle movement is limited, 
dragging is reduced, and the head is 
fixed uniformly. The neck is stretched to 
allow an optimal cut, ensuring maximum 
performance.

 2.  Flock and cut adjustment within 
    seconds.

The new Killer M2.0 is designed to reduce 
the adjustment time substantially. A huge 
benefit for processors having to deal with 
different flock sizes, switching between 
frontal cut or decapitation and changing 
stun methods.

The M2.0 offers three different elec-
trical adjustments, allowing to switch 
and adapt within seconds:

• Adapt height of the cutting unit to flock 
   size
• Switch between frontal cut or 
   decapitation
• Optimize the head guide angle after
   controlled atmosphere or electrical 
   stunning

Processors with consistent and uniform 
flocks have the option to order the Killer 
M2.0 with economical, mechanical ad-
justments. 

3. Smart design increases (food) safety
(Food) safety is top of mind. Regulations 
are becoming stricter every year. Making 
it challenging to keep up, especially for 
the slaughtering department. Smart de-
sign of processing solutions helps poultry 
plants come a long way. 

The Killer M2.0’s control panels and but-

tons for daily operations are placed away 
from moving parts and knives, separat-
ed by sliding doors. The doors are fitted 
with grids, offering perfect visual tracking 
of the process at eye level and making it 
easier for the operator to adjust the ma-
chine when needed, whilst staying safe.

Finally, the Killer M2.0 is designed for 
maximum hygiene. The product zone is 
easily accessible for cleaning and inspec-
tion. The open underpart of the solution 
avoids pilling up of dirt in the machine. 
The designed frame eludes collected wa-
ter, avoiding bacteria growth. 

The Meyn® Killer M2.0 is released 
for sale. Please contact your nearest 
Meyn® sales representative for more 
information.

P
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 enya’s newly-elected president has turned to Morocco 
 to secure low-cost fertilizer for local farmers and ease
 shortages in the country.

El Mokhtar Ghambou, Morocco’s former ambassador to Kenya 
said fertilizer will start arriving in Kenya in batches to meet the 
half-price promised by President Willian Samoei Ruto.

The Moroccan diplomat added that the Kenyan president had 
promised to bring in Moroccan fertilizers to lower the commod-
ity’s retail price.

Ruto’s decision has been warmly welcomed by the Kenyan polit-
ical elite, and many in Morocco considered it another milestone 
in the country’s largely effective African diplomacy. 

Prior to the recent diplomatic rapprochement between Rabat 
and Nairobi, Kenya has been importing fertilizers from Saudi 
Arabia and Russia due to the state’s formal recognition of the 
self-proclaimed separatist Sahrawi republic. 

However, the East African country is now turning to Morocco 
given the ongoing global shortage of fertilizers. The North Af-
rican kingdom is home to over 70 percent of the world’s phos-
phate rock reserves and houses OCP Group, one of the largest 
fertilizer companies. 

Given the disruption of Russian and Ukrainian exports of fertil-
izers, OCP is currently dominating the global fertilizer market.

The group reported $5.29 billion in revenues in the first half of 
2022, and the number is expected to increase over the upcom-
ing months as Fitch Rating forecasts an increase in the price of 
Moroccan fertilizers in 2023 led by rising global demand.

Kenya, which imported over 10 percent of Russian fertilizers in 
2021, is among the African countries that were directly impacted 
by the ongoing war in Ukraine, according to the Financial Times.  
Citing a June study by the International Food Policy Research 
Institute, FT said that “higher prices, particularly for fertilizer will 
reduce gross domestic product by 0.8 per cent and increase 
poverty rates in Kenya.”

By purchasing Morocco’s fertilizers, Ruto’s government aims to 
protect local agriculture, ensure food security, and avoid social 
instability, particularly after the recent violent protests that erupt-
ed in response to the news of Raila Odinga aka Baba (father in 
Swahili) losing Kenya’s presidential elections this past August.

Morocco sends first batch of fertilizers 
to Kenya 

K
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 tricter import rules to protect
 commodities and jobs has 
 motivated Tanzania to now re-
quire Kenyan grain traders seeking to im-
port maize to register their companies in 
Dar es Salaam.

The new measure by Tanzania will have 
an impact on Kenya’s food security as 
the country relies heavily on cross-border 
stocks from this East African nation to 
bridge the annual deficit.

A notice issued by Tanzania’s Ministry of 
Agriculture wants foreign traders to regis-
ter their companies in Tanzania to enjoy 
better terms and ensure a smoother flow 
of their commodities across the border.

Tanzania’s Agriculture minister Hussein 
Bashe told media that the country has not 
stopped the issuance of permits but has 
put in place processes to control the arbi-
trary export of grains.

The measures include the mandatory re-

Tanzania shakes Kenya’s food security
quirement to secure export permits and 
the need for foreign exporters to register 
their entities domestically.

“The ministry urges those who are not 
Tanzanians to register their companies 
and to follow the law of the land, so that 
they can benefit from doing grain busi-
ness in the country,” said the Tanzanian 
Ministry of Agriculture in a notice.

Data from the Eastern Africa Grain Coun-
cil shows imports from Tanzania nearly 
grew five-fold last year to 469,474 tonnes 
from 98,000 tonnes in 2020, making it the 
largest exporter of grain to the country.

The raft of measures issued by Tanzania a 
fortnight ago also makes it mandatory for 
importers and exporters of grain to reg-
ister with the Business Registrations and 
Licensing Agency (BRELA) and obtain a 
trading permit.

Traders will also be required to present 
tax clearance certificate and show busi-

ness permit issued by BRELA, allowing 
them to trade on grain before they are al-
lowed to export the commodities.

Before this, Kenyan traders bringing in 
maize from Tanzania were only required to 
have export permits, according to United 
Grain Millers Association chairperson Ken 
Nyaga.

These strict conditions have seen traders 
cut on imports from Tanzania, worsening 
the situation locally, given limited supply 
of maize locally.

Some millers and animal feed manufac-
turers raised concerns early in the week 
that Tanzania had stopped issuing per-
mits last week, cutting the supply of the 
grain locally.

However, Dar es Salaam has dismissed 
the claims surrounding the export per-
mits, urging traders from Kenya to follow 
the right procedures.

S
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The invisible force of women in the 
agricultural sector By Linda Manda*

 he agricultural sector across
  sub-Saharan Africa is critical to 
 local and regional economies as 
a developmental base for food security 
and employment.

Within it, there remains an invisible force 
driving productivity in the region and 
across the world. It is one that is too easily 
overlooked and underappreciated for the 
scale of its contribution, often shunned 
for growth opportunities, ignored within 
the transformative discourse, and largely 
untapped in plans to develop the sector.

This invisible force is the African women 
who are the backbone of our agricultural 
economy, representing at least half of the 
sector’s workforce in the region. Conser-
vative estimates predict that these wom-
en, whether they be farmers, livestock 
owners, workers, or entrepreneurs – are 
responsible for the production of the bulk 
of our food.

Counterintuitively, the level and quality of 
this participation remains highly skewed 
across gender lines, with men enjoying 
greater access to agricultural inputs, fi-
nancing, and productive resources, espe-
cially in rural farming.  

The South African agricultural landscape 
is a prime example of this.

Recent studies show that women on av-
erage constitute only about 20 percent of 
farm owners in the country. As employees 
in the sector, they are most represented 
in the lowest skilled jobs, and only make 
up 34 percent of general Agri-workers. In 
more senior roles, women only make up 
16 percent of farm managers and 26 per-
cent of supervisors.  

Unlocking the potential of women in the 
sector is key to unlocking growth, espe-
cially now when Africa’s food security is 
under major threat. Having not yet recov-
ered from the socio-economic impact of 
COVID-19, the continent which is heav-
ily reliant on food imports – is buckling 
under pressure stemming from the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war which has driven global 
grain, sunflower oil fertilizer, and oil crude 
prices to unprecedented levels.

But the crisis presents an opportunity 
for Africa, which holds 60 percent of the 
world’s available arable land, all of which 

can be leveraged to promote self-reliance 
and self-productivity, mitigating against 
food insecurity as a result of external 
headwinds. This is not possible, howev-
er, without first overcoming the very many 
challenges faced by women in the sector.
Arguably, the biggest roadblocks are land 
rights, accessibility, and financial literacy.
Be they farmers from cocoa orchids in 

Cote d’Ivoire, to cashews in Tanzania or 
tobacco farmers in Zimbabwe, women 
farmers are exuded from decision mak-
ing throughout the crop production and 
selling cycle. Unequal rights to land are 
borne out of a diverse mix of customary, 
religious, and statutory norms that put 
women at a distinct disadvantage. Land is 
the central factor of production in agrari-
an economies, and when a female farmer 
isn’t empowered to make decisions about 
the land she works, her potential for sus-
tained growth is slashed. Being landless 

makes it harder for the woman to be rec-
ognized as the owner of the crop and thus 
patriarchal attitudes and stereotyping re-
move them from the decision process of 
selling the crop and controlling the pro-
ceeds.

The challenge of accessibility is broad. 
This extends from finance to knowledge 
sharing in good agriculture practices, to 
infrastructure, market information and 
market entry – each having an interlead-
ing effect on the next and resulting in a vi-
cious circle that hinders the development 
of women farmers.

Agricultural finance is also often the most 
difficult to secure, especially for rural 
women farmers who have limited financial 
education and little to no access to finan-
cial services or the institutions that pro-
vide them. They therefore go unbanked 
for the most part. SMMEs in the sector 

T
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are no better off, as they are characterised 
by a lack of capacity to prepare bankable 
documents to access formal credit. 
 
Without the necessary access to finance, 
these rural women farmers cannot obtain 
the necessary infrastructure to scale their 
business, in addition to common chal-
lenges of water and energy supply that 
affect the entire sector - women also bear 
the brunt of limited access to drought-re-
sistant seeds, fertilizer, pesticides, ad-
vanced farm equipment and machinery.

Without the requisite infrastructure, it is 
more difficult for women to effectively 
supply the market. The FAO estimates 
that on average, women-run farms pro-
duce 30 percent less than farms ran by 
men – this “crop gap” has nothing to do 
with an aptitude for farming and every-
thing to do with the gender-specific ob-
stacles experienced by women.

Less produce equals less revenue – and 
so the cycle begins anew.

In addition to all the above, women are 
further victims to entrenched gender 
roles based on cultural, patriarchal, and 
traditional values which across the val-
ue-chain contribute to unjust prejudice, 
sexism, and discrimination.

While widescale reforms are necessary 
to effect change in agriculture, one of the 
more immediate solutions is the adap-

tion of digital technologies in the sector. 
Emerging Agri-techs are equipping farm-
ers with the information, tools, and techni-
cal support to help make agriculture more 
productive and sustainable. Incorporating 
these technologies into women’s farming 
activities can significantly upsurge access 
to markets and financial instruments.

For example, Standard Bank’s OneFarm 
Share initiative in South Africa, which 
matches requests for food relief to sup-
pliers with good quality excess fresh pro-
duce, has, since 2020, collected and dis-
tributed more than 270 tonnes of food to 
accredited beneficiary organisations, pro-
viding over 1 million meals to vulnerable 
individuals. The initiative further serves as 
a digital business-to-business platform 
to connect and provide services across 
the agricultural ecosystem through Lend, 
Protect, Grow, Trade and Share services, 
creating a market for farmers to sell pro-
duce in a way that they may not have had 
access to previously.

Across the continent Standard Bank has 
formed partnerships with local farmer as-
sociations and cooperatives, relevant UN 
agencies and international aid agencies, 
to boost the agricultural economies, and 
improve livelihoods. Specifically, we part-
nered with UN Women through a Climate 
Smart Agriculture (CSA) programme in 
Nigeria, Uganda, South Africa and Mala-
wi. This three-year programme aimed to 
empower women through modern farm-

ing technologies to increase productivity 
and incomes while reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. Closing the gender gap 
in agriculture would generate significant 
gains for the agriculture sector and soci-
ety. The FAO estimates that if women had 
the same access to productive resources 
as men, they could raise total agricultural 
output in developing countries by 2.5 to 
four percent.

But urgent action is needed to make this 
a reality.

While it is pertinent to address systemat-
ic inequalities and infrastructural, policy, 
and strategic frameworks that dispropor-
tionately impact women in agriculture, it 
is also important to advocate for financial 
literacy at a grassroots level and promote 
the inclusion of youth into the sector. This 
has the potential to improve agribusiness 
opportunities in the short term and drive 
socio-economic development for the re-
gion.

It is only by maximizing the talents of 
women farmers in the region and lever-
aging digital technology to aid this pro-
cess, can we hope to solve the chronic 
and pressing difficulties in respect to food 
security on the continent.

*Linda Manda is the Sector Head Agri-
business, Client Coverage at Standard 
Bank Group.
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Academics argue large-scale farming not 
working in Africa

 esearchers have discovered that 
 while large-scale farming in 
 Africa may improve global food 
security, they have, however, noted that 
the system deteriorates the continent’s 
food security and erodes trust among lo-
cal farmers.

The researchers strongly feel the system 
needs a fundamental rethink.

According to academics; Tim Wegenast 
and Cecile Richetta, in the years leading 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, healthy diets 
were already becoming increasingly unaf-
fordable in Africa.

“Long before the shocks of the last few 
years, there has been something funda-
mentally wrong with modern food sys-
tems. As well as measures to mitigate the 
current crisis, we urgently need to rethink 
the ‘business as usual’ of global food pro-
duction,” the academics argue in a paper 
published last week.

They added many approaches to food 
security are deeply flawed and driven by 
entrenched interests.

“Large-scale agricultural investments are 
among them. Their proponents advocate 
for more land, greater mechanisation, and 
the use of high-yield crops and other in-
puts to combat hunger and promote de-
velopment.”

Wegenast and Richetta said in prioritising 
the interests of large agricultural compa-
nies in Africa over small-scale farmers, 
the initiative had failed to alleviate hunger, 
malnutrition, and poverty.

“It disintegrated less than 10 years in. 
Nonetheless, other projects such as the 
Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa 
(AGRA) have stuck to a neo-productivist 
agenda embedded in tech-driven solu-

tions and foreign capital with equally dire 
results. In fact, the Global South – and 
particularly Africa – has experienced a 
surge in large-scale agricultural invest-
ments.”

According to the Land Matrix Observa-
tory, over 12 million hectares – an area 
approximately the size of Malawi – have 
been acquired by foreign or domestic in-
vestors in Africa since 2000.

Deals for another 4 million hectares are 
planned.

“These contracts often target wetter re-
gions where there is a high prevalence of 
smallholder and community land. Large-
scale businesses who take over this land 
commonly replace traditional food crops 
with biofuels, fodder, and export-oriented 
cash crops such as palm oil and sugar 
cane.”

The academics added;  “They focus on 
more profitable food exports rather than 
local consumption. It is perhaps not sur-
prising therefore that academic research-
ers in 2021 found that large-scale agri-
cultural investments may improve global 
food security, but they deteriorate local 
food security.

“As well as hampering nutritional security 
in poor regions, research has also found 
that the global land rush negatively im-
pacts rural societies in other ways.”

They said by eroding common property 
systems, changing rural labour regimes, 
and promoting intrafamilial disputes, 
large-scale land investments seem to be 
cannibalising one of the most important 
human assets: the capacity to trust one 
another.

Wegenast and Richetta then came up 
with a number of recommendations, in-

cluding that transparency over large land 
deals needed to be enforced and not sim-
ply wished.

In a 2022 report by the Land Matrix, 78% 
of all the African large-scale land acquisi-
tions assessed had failed to satisfactorily 
implement the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation’s Voluntary Guideline on the 
Responsible Governance of Tenure.

Secondly, stricter conditionality should be 
imposed on corporations buying land.

“These could demand the promotion of 
local employment such as through flexible 
job schemes and local content policies. 
They could ensure that deals exclusively 
focus on fallow land, rather than forested 
areas or regions hosting small-scale ag-
riculture.

“They could stipulate that food crops are 
prioritised over, say, biofuels or fodder. 
And they could contain provisions that 
would better protect customary land and 
communal access to unused spaces and 
trees,” Wegenast and Richetta said.

The third priority, according to the aca-
demics, should be given to investments 
that encourage crop diversity, employ 
agricultural practices that restore fallow – 
and unused – land, generate sustainable 
local income, and provide ecosystem ser-
vices.

The academics are also advocating for 
better integration of modern and tradi-
tional food systems.

“Cost-effective agricultural practices 
such as ‘Zai holes’, intercropping, or tra-
ditional organic composting should be 
better acknowledged and more readily in-
corporated when trying to set up climate 
change-resilient farming.

“Indigenous and local farming knowledge 
can help modern agricultural systems 
become more resilient. Large-scale land 
projects should not ignore these reposito-
ries of wealth.”

Wegenast is adjunct professor of Inter-
national Politics at the University of Kon-
stanz in Germany while Richetta is a PhD 
candidate and teaching assistant at the 
University of Geneva’s Department of Po-
litical Science and International Relations.

R
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 rganisers of the annual livestock 
 industry jamboree at the Rennes 
 Exhibition Centre in France have 
applauded this year’s event, as a suc-
cess.

“The event recovered its full international 
dimension after two years during which 
travel by visitors from abroad was heav-
ily restricted,” said said Chloé Letellier, 
SPACE Communication Officer, add-
ing that attendance was very high over 
the three days of this 36th edition at the 
Rennes Exhibition Centre. 

“The full scope of the livestock industry 
was represented, from cattle, pigs, goats 
and sheep to poultry, rabbits and aqua-
culture, in a very positive and constructive 
ambience.”

She said SPACE 2022 was ‘extremely 
successful’, with over 90,000 visitors and 
close to 1,200 exhibitors of which 300 
were international businesses and 250 
were taking part in SPACE for the first 
time. 

In a context marked by drought and the 
soaring price of energy and raw materials, 
climate was the annual theme developed 
by the Espace for the Future. 

Through the numerous debates, confer-
ences, products and equipment present-
ed by exhibitors, SPACE 2022 provided 
an opportunity to show that agricultural 
stakeholders are already taking measures 

SPACE 2022 roars back with triumph
aimed at reducing the impact of livestock 
farming on the climate. The livestock 
industry provides solutions to face cli-
mate challenges, and SPACE was able to 
demonstrate this. 

Innovations in the sector, rewarded with 
the Innov’Space label, also highlighted 
the continuous progress achieved by the 
world of agriculture. The winners offered 
visitors new solutions for animal welfare, 
protecting the environment, health and 
safety and improving farmers’ working 
conditions.

One of the biggest new features of this 
year’s event was the first Youth Forum, 
a space for young people organised in 
collaboration with agricultural teaching 
networks and opened by the Minister of 
Agriculture and Food Sovereignty, Marc 
Fesneau, at the start of the Expo. This 
new space enabled young people to 
voice their visions for their future jobs.  

“They could also express their motiva-
tions and questions to Loïg Chesnais-Gi-
rard, President of the Brittany Region, 
who paid very close attention to their 
points of view.”

SPACE is also unique for its capacity to 
host around 100 conferences each year, 
allowing all stakeholders in the agricul-
tural sector to learn about and discuss 
topical issues such as new technologies, 
solutions for reducing climate impact, 
establishing and selling farms, protein 

self-sufficiency, research into new fodder 
crops, CAP issues, etc. 

Livestock presentations, with 550 cattle of 
13 breeds and 150 sheep and goats of 11 
breeds, provided a magnificent showcase 
for genetics and the breeders’ know-how. 
A special focus was placed on the Jersey 
dairy breed with more than 60 cattle on 
show and in competition. The European 
Jersey forum was held during the event 
and the World Jersey Cattle Bureau had 
the opportunity to discover SPACE’s 
unique position for livestock breeders. 

The Blonde d’Aquitaine was the beef 
breed under the spotlight, with a national 
challenge that proved highly popular with 
80 cattle on show.  The champion of the 
Normande breed competition was voted 
supreme champion of SPACE 2022. This 
dimension as a genetic showcase and 
the high-level competitions and presen-
tations are also what makes the Expo a 
driver for progress for livestock farmers.

For its anniversary, SPACE 2022 was the 
epitome of a professional, international 
and convivial trade show. 

Despite a difficult context, these three 
days have proved that with abundant and 
constructive dialogue, high attendance by 
visitors and exhibitors and the expo’s very 
positive dynamic, 35 years after its first 
edition SPACE is an exceptional show-
case for the livestock industry. 

O
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How AgTech is changing East African 
economies By AARTI KRISHNAN
 ood production is critical in East 
 Africa, where over 80 percent of
 exports depend on agriculture. 
The future holds both opportunity, with 
global food demand expected to increase 
by up to 98 percent by 2050, and risk, with 
increasing use of robotics, automation 
and precision agriculture threatening the 
loss of over 20 million livelihoods. Over 70 
percent of the population works in agri-
culture, including many women who work 
in low-income roles.

But while agriculture is still often referred 
to as an ‘old person’s job’, the growth of 
mechanisation, bio-technology, nanotech 
and digitalisation are changing agricultur-
al production, with greater interactions 
than ever before with manufacturing and 
services. Agriculture is no longer a ‘tradi-
tional’ sector.

The evidence shows that ‘AgTech’ – the 
digital technologies transforming the ag-
riculture industry – is already having wid-
er impacts across East Africa. Instead of 
governments and multinationals funding 
farmers to produce food to established 
standards, private equity is now financing 
new innovative agricultural products and 
services targeting young people, who are 
pioneering AgTech development.  

However, the position of women – already 
often marginalised in terms of access to 
basic services, credit and markets – in the 
sector has not improved overall. In fact, 
the evidence points to new forms of ex-
clusion. 

‘AgTech’ refers to digital technologies 
providing the agricultural industry with 
innovative products and data to improve 
productivity and sustainability. There are 
six key areas.

The first is ag-marketplaces connecting 
farmers with sellers. Uganda’s AgroMar-
ketDay app, for example, allows farmers 
to upload pictures of their produce, which 
is then auctioned to the highest bidder.  

This is currently the biggest area for East 
Africa – my current research shows that 
45-65 percent of AgTech firms in the re-
gion fall into this category.

Second is data-connected agriculture. 
For example, Uganda’s Technical Centre 
for Agricultural and Rural Co-operation is 
piloting data-capturing devices (sensors, 
video imaging) with the National Union 
of Coffee Agribusinesses and Farm En-
terprises and IGARA Tea. These collect 
geo-spatial data to create customised 
farmer profiles.

Another example is the African Open 
Data Intiative, which collates, matches 
and stores big data. This can then be an-
alysed to optimise decision making and 
create reliable insurance and climate risk 
management products. 

There is also a range of farming apps that 
ease access to farm inputs and provide 
best practice advice for crop growth, such 
as Farm Africa in Tanzania and Precision 
Agriculture for Development in Kenya.

Third are mid-stream technologies, where 
we see blockchains growing in impor-
tance. In Rwanda, blockchains are used 
to secure farmers’ land titles, while in Tan-
zania they are used to protect the country 
against counterfeit food.

These two categories account for the rest 
of the AgTech sector in East Africa. Less 
relevant are other, more complex areas: 
farm robotics and automation; innovative 
food and farming systems (like indoor 
farms or plant-based meats); and ag bio-
tech and biochemistry (like new chemi-
cals, crops and seeds). 

New investors, young entrepreneurs – but 
same old gender divide
So what impact is AgTech having in East 
Africa? The good news is that it’s bring-
ing new money and new (younger) faces 
to the agriculture sector; the bad news is 
that it doesn’t seem to be having a sim-

ilarly transformational effect on gender 
inequality.

AgTech is attracting investment from 
non-traditional sources like wealthy indi-
viduals and private equity firms, who have 
invested USD 425 million in East Africa in 
2015-2017 (up from almost zero in 2001-
2002!). Of this, 62 percent was seed cap-
ital for new ventures, with the remainder 
for early start-ups.

Investors have largely focused on Kenya, 
which received 64 percent of the funding, 
followed by Uganda (26 percent), Tanza-
nia (six percent) and Rwanda (three per-
cent). South Sudan and Burundi make up 
less than one percent. If other East Afri-
can countries want to remain competitive, 
they need to ‘learn’ from Kenya, which 
has begun to establish itself as a leader in 
the AgTech space.

The demographics of agricultural produc-
tion in East Africa are also seeing a funda-
mental shift. The average age of AgTech 
company owners ranges between 29 and 
32, suggesting enterprising and innova-
tive youth are creating new tech-savvy 
value chains.  

But the position of women has not funda-
mentally changed. The data shows that in 
Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda fewer than 
30 percent of AgTech firm owners are 
women. In Tanzania, South Sudan and 
Burundi, none are women. Recent work 
by the FAO and IT4Change highlights that 
women do not have full digital citizenship 
due to exclusions from digitalised service 
delivery systems. For all the new oppor-
tunities it offers, AgTech is also creating 
new barriers for women. 

East African governments and policymak-
ers therefore need to strike a balance: 
making the most of AgTech to improve 
regional competitiveness, while finding 
ways to make the transition more inclu-
sive and sustainable.

F
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Shaping the agriculture 
of tomorrow

Press Release | May 2022

SOMMET DE
L’ÉLEVAGE 2022

The SOMMET DE L’ELEVAGE is a not-to-be-
missed event for farmers and agri-related 
industries. It has, over the years, built a solid 

reputation for the quality of the animals on show, 
selected for their high genetic value, including beef 
and dairy cattle, sheep and horses. In total, more than 
70 breeds can be found at the SOMMET in judging 
or on show, the finest in French livestock genetics.

Every year, one of the main beef cattle breeds 
organises its national championships at the SOMMET. 
And this year, it’s the turn of the Charolais breed that 
will be under the spotlight in the Zenith d’Auvergne 
ring with 400 of the breed’s best cattle in judging over 
the 4 days of the show.

Over the years, the SOMMET has established an 
international reputation as being resolutely turned 
to foreign markets and visitors. This year, that will 
feature Mongolia as the guest of honour, should 
see a marked return of many foreign visitors to the 
show’s aisles. 

We must not overlook either that the SOMMET is also 
a showcase offering a comprehensive product and 
service offer for every sector of livestock production 
and farming, and it’s a recognised international 
business forum (over 100,000 sales transactions on 
average are signed each year during the show), plus 
a rich source of information with 70 conferences 
and symposiums proposed during the 4 days of the 
show, covering the hot topics in agriculture and the 
latest farming news. 

For this new edition of the SOMMET, the organisers 
have chosen to place the event under the sign of farm 
transfer by the older generation and their take-over by 
new entrants, two major challenges for the renewal 
of generations and the future of French agriculture. 

With 5 months to go before the opening of the SOMMET, Jacques Chazalet, President 
of the show, gives his impressions:

«7 months after the last show, the satisfaction and feeling are the same as ever. The 
SOMMET is now recognised as the not-to-be-missed annual farm show! A record number 
of exhibitors and visitors are expected this year, mainly due to the new 4-day format, which 
allows us to accommodate more people with this additional day. And despite the tough 
context of the last few months, I believe 
that a crisis does not bring only bad news.  
A new economic cycle is beginning, more 
focused on our territory, because France 
has many advantages to offer in terms of 
agriculture and breeding. Positives that 
can be discovered or rediscovered, at the 
SOMMET DE L’ELEVAGE!”.

For Fabrice Berthon, the show’s General Manager, it’s full steam ahead. 

“To date, we are almost fully booked in terms of stand bookings. Our objective of 1,500 
exhibitors should be reached for this new edition of the show and I would like to take the 
opportunity to invite any final exhibitors to inform us as soon as possible if they wish to 

take a stand this year. 
Also important, we wanted to place this 
year’s SOMMET under the theme of farm 
transfer and their take-over by new entrants. 
This is a topic that is particularly close to 
our hearts because, in the farming sector, 
it is a major concern for the coming years. 
Through our event, we aim to throw light on 

this issue and heighten the attention of local and national governments to ensure that 
efforts are made in this respect.” 

Far more than just a trade forum, the SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE is also a fantastic opportunity 
to highlight all the issues at stake in agriculture.
And the SOMMET intends becoming the world forum for sustainable livestock farming 
for the next decade.

The SOMMET is now 
recognised as the 
not-to-be-missed 
annual farm show

The world forum for 
sustainable livestock 
farming

The 31st edition of the SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE (LIVESTOCK SHOW) will be held 
from the 4th to 7th October 2022 in Clermont-Ferrand, France. 

Over 1,500 exhibitors, 2,000 animals and almost 100,000 farming industry visitors 
are expected at this event, recognised as being one of the biggest livestock 
shows in the world. 

Clermont-Ferrand  |  France
4      7> October 2022
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The forum for all
the main livestock breeds

The Charolais breed National Championships
No. 1 beef breed, by number, in France and Europe, the Charolais breed 
organises its national championships in the Grand Ring of the Zenith 
d’Auvergne, with almost 400 animals in judging. 
Spread over 4 half days, the competition will offer visitors an exceptional 
showcase of the diversity of the Charolais breed with animals from farms 
all over France. 
This prestigious competition includes several key moments

•    Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th October 2022:  
judging of adult males and females and yearling calves 

•    Thursday 6th October 2022:  
judging of group sections, male and female championships and 
auction sale of breeding stock

•    Friday 7th October 2022:  
judging of the livestock with the best indexes, Prix de l’AJEC 
(Association of Young Charolais farmers) males and females and 
conclusion of the event with a parade of the winning animals

Hereford breed European
conference 

Proof of the show’s international appeal, 
the Hereford breed has decided to hold 
its 16th European Conference within the 
framework of the SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE. 
For the Hereford France Association, the 
organiser, this conference will give the 
European delegates a moment to meet 
and a chance to get to know each other 
and discuss. It will also be an opportunity 
to communicate all the breed’s major 
characteristics.

The programme includes a presentation of 
livestock, the conference and farm visits.

At the same time, the Hereford France 
Breed Society will organise its national 
championships with 20 of the breed’s best 
animals from 15 French farms.

3 new Italian breeds
For the first time, under the auspices 
of ANABIC (NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
ITALIAN BEEF CATTLE BREEDERS), the 
SOMMET welcomes 3 new Italian beef 
breeds, the Marchigiana, Chianina and 
Romagnola, to the show (Hall 3).

Charmois breed National Championships
This year, and for the very first time, the Charmois sheep breed will hold its 
national championships with over 50 animals split over 4 sections, adult 
rams, young rams, ewes, and ewe lambs.
The aim of the championships is to:

•    Introduce this highly versatile breed of sheep to farmers
•    Highlight the breed’s features of rusticity, conformation, and 

butchery aptitudes
•    Develop contacts with numerous international farmers visiting the 

SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE

Every year, the SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE hosts the very 
best of French and European livestock farming with 
750 beef cattle, 550 dairy cattle, 400 sheep and 300 
horses.
Giving in total, 2,000 animals scrupulously chosen and 
prepared that will be judged in the different dedicated 
halls throughout the 4 days of the show.
A focus on some of this year’s key events would include: 

Auctions of carefully selected “easy-calving” breeding stock 
will be held in the main ring on Thursday 6th October 2022. 

Please note! 

Contact
Mélanie CHOCAT
Communication Manager Herd Book Charolais
+ 33 (0) 6 76 39 87 97   |  mchocat@charolaise.fr 

Contact
Hervé VIGNON
Director of Simmental France  
+ 33 (0) 6 08 33 12 06   |  h.vignon@simmentalfrance.fr 

Contact
Pascal BASTIEN
President of the Hereford France 
Breed Society
+ 33 (0) 6 15 17 76 10 
pascal.bastien@orange.fr

Contact
Bernard SALVAT
Manager for the Charmois breed section 
within the GEODE sheep breed society
+ 33 (0) 6 07 17 75 83  |  bsalvat@arqana.com 

Simmental European Championship
For this new “Euro-Simmental” championship, 3 countries (Switzerland, 
Austria, and Germany) have been invited to participate in the breed’s European 
championship. Each country will be represented with 4 of their best cows 
making 12 “foreign” cows in total competing against 36 “French” cows in the 
Dairy Cattle ring (Hall 2). 

The aim of this competition is above all to highlight the breed’s international 
aspect. “The Simmental is not just a breed reared in small numbers, it is a 
breed that is exported throughout Europe. This is what we want to highlight 
by inviting our European colleagues to this event.” As pointed out by Hervé 
Vignon, Director of Simmental France. 

At the end of this competition, an auction of all the foreign cows will be 
organised, a unique opportunity for French breeders to acquire the very 
best of European Simmental genetics.

International,
the SOMMET’s 
growth focus

Following 2 difficult editions due to the COVID context, the SOMMET is getting ready 
to welcome back international exhibitors and visitors in even larger numbers. Year 
on year, the number of foreign visitors continues to grow. It is undeniably at an 
international level that the SOMMET DE L’ELEVAGE’s growth potential is the most 
relevant.

In 2019, for example, no fewer than 4,800 foreign visitors travelled from all over the 
world to Clermont-Ferrand to visit the SOMMET enhancing the show’s reputation as 
one of the world’s biggest specialist livestock shows.

A VIP welcome and a tailor-made programme
It must be said that nothing is left to chance for international visitors!
As well as free entry to the show, the SOMMET will once again stage its International Lounge 
within the foyer of the prestigious Zenith d’Auvergne concert hall.
This area of 800 m² is not just a place of welcome, work and relaxation as it also includes a host 
of other (free) services including, interpreters, guided visits of the show, the organisation of 
B2B meetings with exhibitors, meeting room, prayer room, shuttles to the airport, train station 
and hotels. 
Going further, the SOMMET’s organisers also arrange for international visitors a full programme 
of events including farm visits and a grand gala evening. 
Almost 30 farm and agri-industrial site visits including the following types of livestock farms, 
beef cattle, milk cattle, sheep, goats, horses, plus an abattoir, a biogas unit, a beef meat research 
centre, and a visit to INRA (National Agronomic Research Institute). 
Giving the international visitor a complete on-site overview of the French livestock sector.
Every year, foreign delegations are also invited to the grand INTERNATIONAL LIVESTOCK EVENING 
organised in partnership with FRANCE GÉNÉTIQUE ÉLEVAGE. For one hour, all the animal breeds 
present at the show are paraded in the main Zenith d’Auvergne cattle ring, including English 
translation and cocktail.
Both Business France and Promosalons agencies, partners of the SOMMET in its international 
development, will be present. They have invited forty foreign purchasing managers and buyers 
to the show who have been specifically selected for the nature of their livestock investment 
projects and will include B2B meetings with exhibitors.

Mongolia - guest of honour, SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE 2022

Mongolia has been chosen as the country guest of honour for this 
next edition of the SOMMET 2022. 

And the reasons behind this choice are numerous, with an area 
of 1.5 million km² and 66 million heads of livestock for 3 million 
inhabitants, Mongolia has considerable agricultural potential. The 
vast Mongolian steppes make the country a favourite place for 
extensive and sustainable livestock farming. 80% of the country 
is dedicated to grazing. There are therefore many similarities with 
livestock rearing in the French Massif Central region. 

Agriculture is also one of the current pillars of Franco-Mongolian trade cooperation.

To promote the richness of its livestock and its farming opportunities to the SOMMET’s visitors, 
Mongolia will have its own information stand in the main entrance hall to the show. A conference 
and business meetings between investors from Mongolia and French exhibitors are also on the 
agenda.
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The forum for all
the main livestock breeds

The Charolais breed National Championships
No. 1 beef breed, by number, in France and Europe, the Charolais breed 
organises its national championships in the Grand Ring of the Zenith 
d’Auvergne, with almost 400 animals in judging. 
Spread over 4 half days, the competition will offer visitors an exceptional 
showcase of the diversity of the Charolais breed with animals from farms 
all over France. 
This prestigious competition includes several key moments

•    Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th October 2022:  
judging of adult males and females and yearling calves 

•    Thursday 6th October 2022:  
judging of group sections, male and female championships and 
auction sale of breeding stock

•    Friday 7th October 2022:  
judging of the livestock with the best indexes, Prix de l’AJEC 
(Association of Young Charolais farmers) males and females and 
conclusion of the event with a parade of the winning animals

Hereford breed European
conference 

Proof of the show’s international appeal, 
the Hereford breed has decided to hold 
its 16th European Conference within the 
framework of the SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE. 
For the Hereford France Association, the 
organiser, this conference will give the 
European delegates a moment to meet 
and a chance to get to know each other 
and discuss. It will also be an opportunity 
to communicate all the breed’s major 
characteristics.

The programme includes a presentation of 
livestock, the conference and farm visits.

At the same time, the Hereford France 
Breed Society will organise its national 
championships with 20 of the breed’s best 
animals from 15 French farms.

3 new Italian breeds
For the first time, under the auspices 
of ANABIC (NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
ITALIAN BEEF CATTLE BREEDERS), the 
SOMMET welcomes 3 new Italian beef 
breeds, the Marchigiana, Chianina and 
Romagnola, to the show (Hall 3).

Charmois breed National Championships
This year, and for the very first time, the Charmois sheep breed will hold its 
national championships with over 50 animals split over 4 sections, adult 
rams, young rams, ewes, and ewe lambs.
The aim of the championships is to:

•    Introduce this highly versatile breed of sheep to farmers
•    Highlight the breed’s features of rusticity, conformation, and 

butchery aptitudes
•    Develop contacts with numerous international farmers visiting the 

SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE

Every year, the SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE hosts the very 
best of French and European livestock farming with 
750 beef cattle, 550 dairy cattle, 400 sheep and 300 
horses.
Giving in total, 2,000 animals scrupulously chosen and 
prepared that will be judged in the different dedicated 
halls throughout the 4 days of the show.
A focus on some of this year’s key events would include: 

Auctions of carefully selected “easy-calving” breeding stock 
will be held in the main ring on Thursday 6th October 2022. 

Please note! 

Contact
Mélanie CHOCAT
Communication Manager Herd Book Charolais
+ 33 (0) 6 76 39 87 97   |  mchocat@charolaise.fr 

Contact
Hervé VIGNON
Director of Simmental France  
+ 33 (0) 6 08 33 12 06   |  h.vignon@simmentalfrance.fr 

Contact
Pascal BASTIEN
President of the Hereford France 
Breed Society
+ 33 (0) 6 15 17 76 10 
pascal.bastien@orange.fr

Contact
Bernard SALVAT
Manager for the Charmois breed section 
within the GEODE sheep breed society
+ 33 (0) 6 07 17 75 83  |  bsalvat@arqana.com 

Simmental European Championship
For this new “Euro-Simmental” championship, 3 countries (Switzerland, 
Austria, and Germany) have been invited to participate in the breed’s European 
championship. Each country will be represented with 4 of their best cows 
making 12 “foreign” cows in total competing against 36 “French” cows in the 
Dairy Cattle ring (Hall 2). 

The aim of this competition is above all to highlight the breed’s international 
aspect. “The Simmental is not just a breed reared in small numbers, it is a 
breed that is exported throughout Europe. This is what we want to highlight 
by inviting our European colleagues to this event.” As pointed out by Hervé 
Vignon, Director of Simmental France. 

At the end of this competition, an auction of all the foreign cows will be 
organised, a unique opportunity for French breeders to acquire the very 
best of European Simmental genetics.

International,
the SOMMET’s 
growth focus

Following 2 difficult editions due to the COVID context, the SOMMET is getting ready 
to welcome back international exhibitors and visitors in even larger numbers. Year 
on year, the number of foreign visitors continues to grow. It is undeniably at an 
international level that the SOMMET DE L’ELEVAGE’s growth potential is the most 
relevant.

In 2019, for example, no fewer than 4,800 foreign visitors travelled from all over the 
world to Clermont-Ferrand to visit the SOMMET enhancing the show’s reputation as 
one of the world’s biggest specialist livestock shows.

A VIP welcome and a tailor-made programme
It must be said that nothing is left to chance for international visitors!
As well as free entry to the show, the SOMMET will once again stage its International Lounge 
within the foyer of the prestigious Zenith d’Auvergne concert hall.
This area of 800 m² is not just a place of welcome, work and relaxation as it also includes a host 
of other (free) services including, interpreters, guided visits of the show, the organisation of 
B2B meetings with exhibitors, meeting room, prayer room, shuttles to the airport, train station 
and hotels. 
Going further, the SOMMET’s organisers also arrange for international visitors a full programme 
of events including farm visits and a grand gala evening. 
Almost 30 farm and agri-industrial site visits including the following types of livestock farms, 
beef cattle, milk cattle, sheep, goats, horses, plus an abattoir, a biogas unit, a beef meat research 
centre, and a visit to INRA (National Agronomic Research Institute). 
Giving the international visitor a complete on-site overview of the French livestock sector.
Every year, foreign delegations are also invited to the grand INTERNATIONAL LIVESTOCK EVENING 
organised in partnership with FRANCE GÉNÉTIQUE ÉLEVAGE. For one hour, all the animal breeds 
present at the show are paraded in the main Zenith d’Auvergne cattle ring, including English 
translation and cocktail.
Both Business France and Promosalons agencies, partners of the SOMMET in its international 
development, will be present. They have invited forty foreign purchasing managers and buyers 
to the show who have been specifically selected for the nature of their livestock investment 
projects and will include B2B meetings with exhibitors.

Mongolia - guest of honour, SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE 2022

Mongolia has been chosen as the country guest of honour for this 
next edition of the SOMMET 2022. 

And the reasons behind this choice are numerous, with an area 
of 1.5 million km² and 66 million heads of livestock for 3 million 
inhabitants, Mongolia has considerable agricultural potential. The 
vast Mongolian steppes make the country a favourite place for 
extensive and sustainable livestock farming. 80% of the country 
is dedicated to grazing. There are therefore many similarities with 
livestock rearing in the French Massif Central region. 

Agriculture is also one of the current pillars of Franco-Mongolian trade cooperation.

To promote the richness of its livestock and its farming opportunities to the SOMMET’s visitors, 
Mongolia will have its own information stand in the main entrance hall to the show. A conference 
and business meetings between investors from Mongolia and French exhibitors are also on the 
agenda.
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And there’s more…

The SOMMET in digital mode

MEDIA CONTACTS  
Qui Plus Est Agency | Press service 
Anne-Cécile RUNAVOT
+33 (0) 6 34 87 35 87 
anne-cecile.runavot@quiplusest.com 

Élodie FLAK
+33 (0) 7 55 58 25 68 
elodie.flak@quiplusest.com

INTERNATIONAL 
Sommet de l'Élevage
Benoît DELALOY
+ 33 (0) 6 70 28 38 14 
bdelaloy@sommet-elevage.fr

SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE 
17 allée Evariste Galois
63170 Aubière - France
+33 (0) 4 73 28 95 10

#sommetelevage
www.sommet-elevage.fr

Farm transfer and their take-over by new entrants, 
the focus of the SOMMET 2022

The renewal of generations, over the next ten years, is a cause for concern 
for French agriculture. And the figures speak for themselves as nearly one 
in three farmers retiring today are not replaced by a new entrant or young 
farmer coming into the industry*. 
And this is why the organisers of the SOMMET DE L’ELEVAGE have decided to 
make the renewal of the farming generation and the transfer of knowledge 
the main theme of this year’s show.
The event’s 2022 poster perfectly illustrates this focus.  Every year the breed 
organising its national championships adorns the show’s official poster; 
this year, the Herd Book Charolais and the SOMMET have decided to add a 
farmer and his son. Laurent Andriot and his 13-year-old son Maxence were 
chosen to stand next to Martinique, their five-year-old Charolais cow. What 
better way to illustrate the focus of farm transfer and support for future 
farming generations!
*Source: French Ministry of Agriculture and Food

An extra 1,400 m² of exhibition space
for Hall 3

For this new edition, the organisers of the SOMMET have rearranged 
Hall 3 to provide a better welcome for visitors and improve the quality 
of the beef cattle presentations.

For this purpose, the hall will have an additional 1,400 m² of floor 
space. Wider, airier, and more spacious, Hall 3 will be able to 
accommodate more stands and more livestock.

In partnership with INTERBEV, a new 14 x 9 m ring will be included 
for extra animal presentations in addition to those in the main Zenith 
cattle ring. Adjacent to this temporary ring will be a refreshment 
area to host VIP guests during these presentations.

Once more this year, visitors and exhibitors can connect with each other 
using the MySommet app that is available on all the usual download sites. 
MySommet provides a rich palette of services for both exhibitors and visitors 
alike, to improve their “SOMMET” experience.  
Over twenty features have been included in the app specifically for the event, 
such as:

•  Marketplace > digital catalogue and online purchase 
of all the products and services present at the show  

•  Genetics forum  > genetics-specific area highlighting 
the characteristics of all the animals on show during 
the 4 days of the SOMMET and the possibility to 
contact their farmer-breeders

•  Matchmaking Exhibitors with Visitors  > artificial 
intelligence that connects exhibitors and visitors 
across different platforms, according to their 
profiles and expectations

•  My Diary  > schedule your farm visits and B2B 
meetings diary

•  News > follow, in real time, a daily agricultural news 
feed 

•  Farm visits  > discover the excellence of French 
livestock farming through a series of virtual farm 
visits

•  Food & Drinks  > order online your plated meals, 
canapés & drinks

All the SOMMET is on 
www.sommet-elevage-tv.fr

And so that you don’t miss any of the action at 
the show, the SOMMET’s own web TV channel 

broadcasts all the highlights both live and  
on replay. 
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Technology

Why data-driven agriculture is vital?
    ndustries across the board are 
    increasingly taking a data-driven 
    approach to drive efficiency and 
proactivity.

With the proliferation of affordable moni-
toring devices and connectivity, they are 
using this data to enhance decision-mak-
ing and overall operations. According to 
Priaash Ramadeen, Chief Executive Of-
ficer and co-founder of The Awareness 
Company, this presents an opportunity 
for the agricultural sector to embrace data 
for precision farming and farm security.

“I think that it is important that we first de-
fine what we mean with agricultural secu-
rity and precision farming,” he says. 

“Agricultural security is about reducing 
loss of income and keeping your business 
and family safe. Precision farming focus-
es on reducing risk and maximizing quali-
ty and profit. But how will technology and 
data help you achieve those?”

The answer lies in awareness and visibil-
ity across the business – on the farm, in 
the pack house or processing plant and 
across your agricultural business right 
through to insurance continuously. It also 
allows you to share that visibility and 
awareness across the entire value chain, 
including farm workers, suppliers, and 
off-takers as well as the insurance com-
panies involved with supplying inputs to 
the farm.

“Data also gives you a deeper under-
standing of what is going on, providing 
the farmer with the inputs required to un-
derstand their unique situations and chal-
lenges,” said Ramadeen. 

“It helps the farmer remove uncertainty 
by supplementing their gut and instinct 
with data-driven decision-making based 
on facts. It allows the farmer to enhance, 
elevate and grow their operations and re-
sults in far better decisions and ultimately 
actions.”

He adds that it improves the speed to act 
as well. 

“Through better awareness, the farmer 
can act immediately to rectify a situation 
and become more proactive, streamlining 
the farm operations. There are so many 
variables in farming, so it is imperative 
to use data to help shape, predict, and 
anticipate the future. It allows the farmer 

to compare historic yields to help under-
stand what the next year’s crop should 
look like, understand when the next 
drought is likely to occur, whether crops 
are being overwatered and identify vul-
nerable access points to the farm that 
pose a security risk. It allows the farmer 
to analyze patterns and trends across the 
entire value chain.”

Ramadeen says that with the vast 
amounts of data that is available across 
the value chain, it is critical for the farm 
to have the right tools to aggregate and 
make sense of that data. “You need 
tools that are simple to use, and which 
can transform all those data points into 
actionable stories to support your deci-
sion-making process. That is why we cre-
ated HYDRA as a data-agnostic solution, 
to collect data from sensors from different 
systems and aggregate it to provide agri-
cultural security patterns and trends that 
give a historic view, which can then be 
used to reduce things like false detections 
and provide early threat warnings as well 
allowing for a more proactive approach to 
security,” he says.

From a precision farming perspective, the 
data allows the farm to save on costs and 
drive operational efficiency. “It allows the 
farmer to elevate and grow the business 
as well as automate reporting administra-
tion,” said Ramadeen. 

The data that is logged from devices 
across the farm is aggregated into one 
dashboard, which visualizes the infor-
mation for easy interpretation. He adds 

that the data can also be shared among 
broader farming communities to improve 
overall security.

“It allows the community to be more 
aware and enables them to solve secu-
rity breaches must faster. Artificial intelli-
gence in cameras for example can ana-
lyze what type of movement triggered the 
alert and whether it is an actual threat or 
not, reducing unnecessary false alarms. 
The technology also allows for real-time 
tracking of animals on the farm, allowing 
for proactive management of the animals. 
It also allows for the monitoring of grazing 
patterns, movement, and other behav-
iors.” 

Then you can also monitor things that are 
on your farm, whether it’s the movement 
of people, equipment, or vehicles in re-
al-time.

He recommends that farmers that want 
to capitalize on precision farming and 
agricultural security use several sources 
of data to get a holistic view of the entire 
farm. 

“Sensors are becoming smaller, smarter, 
and cheaper and connectivity is becom-
ing more readily available. It, therefore, 
makes sense for farmers to deploy Agri-
Tech solutions to give them in-depth in-
sights into their operations in real-time. 
And with the global population rate of 
population growth, there is a lot of room 
for optimization, and this is where data 
will be key.”

I
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Uganda applauds Zoetis for 
animal health initiative

 ganda’s minister of State for Agriculture Animal 
 Industry and Fisheries Lt Col Dr. Rwamirama Bright
 Kanyontore has applauded Zoetis the world’s largest 
producer of medicine and vaccinations for animals for its Afri-
can livestock Productivity and Health Advancement (A.L.P.H.A) 
initiative expected to be a game-changer in enabling sustainable 
livestock production.

Speaking in Entebbe at the A.L.P.H.A initiative five year celebra-
tion, the minister celebrated Zoetis for its efforts in controlling 
animal health across Africa.

“It is important for the issue of animal health to be taken seri-
ous,” said Kanyontore citing that the increasing population of 
the continent needs heightened sustainability in animal health.

The minister further said Uganda is committed to the improve-
ment of animal health and ready to partner with Zoetis for more 
initiatives going into the future.

Kristin Peck, the Chief Executive Officer of Zoetis assured the 
continent that A.L.P.H.A will be a springboard for the company 
to do more.

“This is just the beginning and we are more than willing to grow 
our business, on the continent,” said Peck adding that the com-
pany’s intentions is to build a safe and reliable food value chain, 
through ensuring good health of animals through quality vacci-
nation and on time diagnosis.

Zoetis’ work is expected to lead to reduced poverty for commu-
nities, improved malnutrition, gender equalities and partnerships 
for sustainability.

She further highlighted that the company will be seeking to build 
more partnerships across public and private sector on the con-
tinent.

U
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Our basket of products include elite Banana, 
Avocado and pineapple plants. We use state 
of the art technologies to improve our 
products.
 
Rahan’s mission – We are committed to 
deliver high quality plants devoid of pests 
and pathogen.

RAHAN'S R&D recently completed a research 
project with great success. Growers won't 
have to fear extinction of the Cavendish 
banana from TR4.

Rahan Meristem is a Plant Biotechnology 
company engaged In Propagation 
and breeding of fruit trees. 

WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: WWW.RAHAN.CO.IL
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