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65,000 Printed Copies
The East African Agrinews Magazine is distributed to profes-
sionals who are involved in the agriculture industry, interna-

tional business, and investment in East Africa and around the 
world. These professionals are always looking for new ideas, 
products and services. With a print run of 65,000 copies per 
issue, the East African Agrinews Magazine’s estimated read-
ership per issue is over 180,000. The East African Agrinews 
Magazine is printed quarterly and is distributed in both hard 
copy and electronic version (E-Magazine). 40% distribution 
is done through corporate and individual subscription, 20% 

through retail outlets, the rest through agriculture expos, shows 
and events as well as through strategic agriculture unions and 

associations.

Electronic copies are sent via email 
to our data base of 92,500 active 
online subscribers. Over 120,000 

e-Magazines are downloaded from 
our website.

 The readership profile of the East African AgriNews Magazine 
is key decision makers such as CEOs, Directors, Farm owners, 
Government departments, Procurement Managers, Farm man-
agers, Agronomists, Small scale farmers, Commercial farmers 
as well as many other professionals within the agricultural sec-

tor in the East African region.

The publication has strategic alliances and partnerships with a 
number of regional and international agricultural and business 

organisations.
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Editorial Comment

We still say desert locusts must be dealt 
with permanently
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technology
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performance and results!
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drink this 

water?

      n 2021, we made a call for desert 
      locusts to be dealt with permanently, 
      as food security became a concern 
across the globe and countries of the East 
African bloc were the most hard hit then, 
the challenge needs more attention.

I

Solutions are being crafted every day with 
research and development teams work-
ing overtime to create everlasting means 
and ways to improve productivity in agri-
culture.

Despite commitment and determination 
from members of the East African bloc, 
one of the biggest challenges continues 
to be desert locusts, despite the recent 
spray aircraft that FAO has sourced.

We have covered this topic in several of 
our past editions, over the years and the 
challenge remains on our doorsteps, nu-
merous suggestions have been made and 
we want to believe authorities are taking 
note of these.

Like any other challenge, we wish this 
devastating and harvest-wrecking pest 
to be dealt with permanently in an envi-
ronmentally friendly way for the benefit of 
nature’s ecosystem.

Indications that some efforts are being 
done by the bloc to deal with this chal-
lenge is a welcome development.

Our belief is that permanent solutions 
should be found to desert locusts. Let our 
researchers’ engagement roll into over-
drive and get us the best results.

Economies cannot continue to be affect-
ed immensely by desert locusts, we know 
that agriculture is the bedrock of most 
employment creation for our economies 
and it’s ailing nature has the potential to 
cause a wide-ranging negative impact on 
ordinary people and manifest into poverty.

Our hope is to eventually win this war.

Remember to share with us your opin-
ions, comments and suggestions.

Enjoy the read!

Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)
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Cover Story

 ew spray aircraft has been 
 handed to the Desert Locust 
 Control Organization for Eastern 
Africa (DLCO-EA) to strengthen its desert 
locust control efforts

The aircraft was procured with financial 
support from the Governments of Den-
mark, the United States of America and 
the MasterCard Foundation and was 
handed over following the 2019-21 Desert 
Locust upsurge in East Africa, which was 
the most widespread in the region in more 
than 70 years.

The FAO Subregional Coordinator for 
Eastern Africa, Chimimba David Phiri, 
emphasized the vital role of building the 
capacity of DLCO-EA to enable it to bet-
ter fulfil its core mandate of pest and vec-
tor management towards protecting food 
security.

He said the current situation in Eastern 
Africa is grim, with some 47 million peo-
ple currently facing Crisis or worse (IPC 
Phase 3 or above) food insecurity in coun-
tries of the Inter-Governmental Authority 
for Development (IGAD), and are in need 
of urgent action, including about six mil-
lion in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) and over 
129,000 in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5).

Concerning the three countries worst 
affected by the unprecedented, severe, 
three-year drought (Ethiopia, Kenya, and 
Somalia), 22.2 – 22.7 million people face 
high levels of food insecurity (IPC Phase 

3 or above) due primarily to the drought, 
including 2.6 million people in Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4) in Somalia and Kenya, and 
96,150 people in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 
5) in Somalia, Phiri added.

“Given the fragility of the food security sit-
uation in the region, it is critical to building 
DLCO’s capabilities to respond effectively 
to future infestations of Desert Locusts 
and other migratory pests. The air trac-
tor handed over to DLCO-EA is a step to-
wards enabling it to respond to such food 
security threats that can further worsen 
our already fragile food systems.”

Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary for Agricul-
ture and Livestock Development, Mithika 
Linturi, said agriculture is the economic 
backbone of the region but that it faced 
several challenges and threats. Among 
these are migratory pests such as Desert 
Locusts, Quelea quelea birds and the Fall 
Armyworm.

“The new aircraft handed over will greatly 
help the operations of DLCO-EA in the re-
gion,” he added.

The DLCO–EA Governing Council Chair-
person, Minister for Agriculture and Irri-
gation in the Republic of Somalia, Ahmed 
Madoobe Nuunow, appreciated the ef-
forts made by FAO and DLCO-EA to con-
trol the Desert Locust infestation from 
2019 to 2021.

Eastern Africa battled with the infestation 

of Desert Locust between 2019 and 2021 
when large swarms of desert locusts en-
dangered parts of East Africa and large 
areas as far as India and Pakistan via the 
Arabian Peninsula.

In late 2019, favourable weather and veg-
etation conditions across Eastern Africa 
were a relief for the most vulnerable live-
lihoods in the arid and semi-arid lands, 
providing a conducive environment for 
above-average production.

On the other hand, the same favourable 
conditions also facilitated and contribut-
ed to the worst desert locust upsurge in 
the region. This affected countries in the 
East African region at varying levels of 
infestation and destruction of crops and 
pastureland.

Despite the difficulties in mitigating and 
combating the spread of the Desert Lo-
cust, the collective effort of governments 
in East Africa. FAO, DLCO-EA and other 
partners paid off! The response managed 
to treat over two million hectares of infest-
ed land.

The current situation in 2023 is calm in 
all regions. Scattered hoppers and adults 
with a few adult groups were present in 
the southern Western Sahara of Morocco 
in January. On the Red Sea coast, hop-
pers and adults were present in Sudan, 
and low numbers of adults were present 
on the coast of Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Er-
itrea, and northwest Somalia.

N

Spray aircraft to boost locust 
control capacities
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Business, Companies & Markets

 he needs of modern farmers are 
 changing rapidly as there is a 
 growing dependency on the lat-
est technology to ensure cost effective 
agricultural production. This is particularly 
true in terms of their requirements regard-
ing financing.

It is no more just a case of financing build-
ings and equipment, which also provide a 
form of surety. Nowadays their needs are 
also for financing the latest farming aids 
such a drones and moisture sensors as 
well as substantial investments in modern 
technology software platforms. 

This came through strongly in the con-
ference session devoted to “Resilience 
during Times of Adversity” on the second 
day of the Africa Agri Tech Conference 
and Exhibition.

 The session on the resilience needed to-
day in the agricultural industry was led by 
Professor Andre Jooste, from the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics at Stel-
lenbosch University. Panel members were 
Loffie Brandt, Head of Sales Enablement 
at ABSA Agribusiness, and Dr Albert St-
rever, Senior Lecturer and Coordinator of 
the Agri Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Initiative at Stellenbosch University.

Brandt said calculating the incorporation 
of technology benefits into the funding 
mechanism for production financing and 
credit lending were not easy. He said that 
a lack of historical data made it difficult 
to incorporate the benefits of these latest 

farming aids into credit applications, but 
ABSA was undertaking tests on these as-
pects as it realised this was the direction 
in which this business was moving.

Jooste said that it was now important for 
banks and other financiers to become an 
integral part of these businesses to ensure 
sustainability as the farming environment 
went through major changes. Brandt said 
it was not easy for banking institutions to 
change long-established systems as they 
worked in strict regulatory frameworks, so 
it was very much a learning process.

The dialogue came on the backdrop of 
an interesting session on the challeng-
es facing farmers involved in high value 
commodities such as macadamia nuts, 
berries, avocado pears, hard and soft 
citrus where cost pressures had resulted, 
in many cases, in negative returns for the 
farmers involved.

A major factor here was the loadshedding 
which had forced many farmers to use 
large generators where operating costs 
were as much has five times higher than 
when using electricity. Selling prices of 
these commodities had also fallen while 
production and logistics costs had risen, 
making it a tough business.

Another interesting session looked at cul-
tivated meat made from animal cells. It 
was led by Dr Paul Bartels, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Mogale Meat, and is making 
significant progress in this exciting devel-
opment which will be a major benefit in 

the future as growing populations need 
more animal protein to eat. Mogale Meat 
was already faring well in a global contest 
to evaluate cultivated meat producers 
and Bartels envisioned a future with com-
pact production plants located in ship-
ping containers which were located near 
the markets for these products.

In the end, Jason Brantley, Director – 
Asia, Africa and the Middle East for John 
Deere, one of the events sponsors, detail-
ing how the advances in its products and 
the way the company now operated were 
contributing to increasing efficiencies and 
thereby cutting costs for the agricultural 
industry.

Set up joint ventures with a number of 
smaller companies that specialised in the 
data, and technology spheres to add val-
ue to their products as the 186-year-old 
company transformed to a smart tech-
nology company and was no longer just 
a supplier of products that used technol-
ogy.

One of the smaller companies now in the 
John Deere fold was Kenya-based Hello 
Farmer, which is a tractor-sharing appli-
cation of benefit to smallholder famers 
and which would be extended in Africa 
where it served a critical need as food re-
quirements increased.

Brantley said that all John Deere tractors 
would have a measure of connectivity by 
2026, which would also be beneficial to 
smaller farmers.

T

Financiers need to accommodate 
tech-savvy farmers
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Business, Companies & Markets

 oing more with less has become 
 a global call to action in the 
 agricultural industry and John 
Deere has taken up the challenge across 
all spheres of its business.

Speaking at the Africa Agri Tech confer-
ence in Pretoria, Jason Brantley, director 
of Asia, Africa and the Middle East for 
John Deere, reiterated the company’s vi-
sion for 2030 to enable the most profit-
able, productive and sustainable farmers 
in every market they operate in.

“We will deliver production system ad-

vantages by creating smart machines and 
intelligent solutions that customers can 
utilise to confidently manage their oper-
ations remotely, anytime and from any-
where,” said Brantley.

John Deere’s vision encompasses three 
verticals: machines, smart technology, 
and lifecycle solutions. 

“We have a technologically stacked or-
ganisation uniquely positioned to develop 
artificial intelligence that can be employed 
across the farming organisation to yield 
best results. Products flowing from our 

stable are aimed at optimising productivi-
ty, while lifecycle solutions ensure that the 
customer is supported to get the ultimate 
value out of their product for many years 
to come.”

With sustainability as a core focus of ag-
ricultural operations, Brantley noted the 
increasing demands placed on farmers 
to increase production, which in turn in-
creased pressure on the environment. 
Maintaining environmental sustainabili-
ty and reducing carbon emissions while 
continuing to feed the world requires 
maximum efficiency.

“John Deere has the technology to drive 
these efficiencies. We have combined 
solutions to reduce the amount of trips 
across a field. Precision technology al-
lows farmers to focus on an individual 
seed, unlocking far more potential per 
millimetre. Having the right equipment 
has become more important than ever 
before, which is why we are committed to 
providing evolving solutions that keep up 
with farmer’s needs,” said Brantley.

John Deere has committed to have full 
connectivity across all machines by 2023. 
This will require fitting older machines 
with connectivity technology, assisting 
farmers in accessing faster repairs and 
tools for precision farming.

John Deere has a long-standing relation-
ship with Africa, bringing solutions and 
technology to farmers across the con-
tinent. Through their 2030 vision, John 
Deere is set to bring insights and intelli-
gence, automation and autonomy, and 
connectivity and experience to farmers 
across the globe. 

D

John Deere goes all out on efficiency
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Regional News

 uthorities at Kenya’s Ministry 
 of Agriculture, Livestock,
 Fisheries, and Co-operatives 
has called on farmers to embrace new in-
novations and technologies in agriculture 
to boost yields

Mithika Linturi, Agriculture, Livestock, 
Fisheries, and Co-operatives Cabinet 
Secretary said the development will 
counter the impact of climate change 
which has greatly affected agricultural 
production in the country.

Linturi made the remarks during the 98th 
Edition of the Agricultural Society of Ken-
ya (ASK) show themed ‘Promoting Cli-
mate Smart Agriculture and Trade Initia-
tives for Sustainable Economic Growth’.
He pointed out that the show presents a 
great opportunity for farmers to acquire 
crucial information to learn new farming 
techniques through the latest innovations 
and technologies to address issues of 
productivity.

Linturi lauded farmers in Uasin Gishu for 
their efforts in playing a key role in the ag-
ricultural sector to produce food for the 
country to help other Kenyans from the 
rest of the country where farming is not 
done due to unfavourable climatic condi-
tions.

“The ASK show is a good avenue to learn 
new farming techniques on innovations 
and technologies to address issues of 
productivity; we have paid a visit to Kenya 
Agricultural & Livestock Research Organi-
zation(KALRO) and seen new varieties of 
crops with the capacity to produce high 
yields, make sure to utilize all you have 
learnt here to increase production,” said 
Linturi.

Linturi commended the government for 
its support to farmers through the fertil-
izer subsidy program as he assured farm-
ers that his Ministry was keen to ensure 

they access fertilizers at the government’s 
designated price of Sh3500. He noted 
that the government is looking forward to 
setting up fertilizer manufacturing facto-
ries in order to reduce the cost of fertil-
izers.

“Our commitment is that we want to 
have factories to manufacture fertilizers 
to reduce the cost of fertilizers. I want to 
commit that, with the government’s sup-
port, we will work day and night to ensure 
farmers get a market for their products 
and earn profit to support their liveli-
hoods,” he said.

A

Farmers in Kenya urged to embrace new 
technologies
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 study conducted by the University of Bonn and 
 published in the journal Food Security takes a closer
  look at the effects of European chicken exports to 
Ghana. Cheap imports of chicken – mainly coming from the Eu-
ropean Union and to a lesser extent from the USA and Brazil 
– have increased rapidly over the last 20 years, receiving a lot 
of attention in public debates about trade liberalisation, food 
security, and poverty. 

On the one hand, developing countries may benefit from cheap 
imports, which help to keep domestic prices low and thus im-
prove poor people’s access to nutritious foods. On the other 
hand, cheap imports of chicken have long been criticised for 
hurting the local poultry production sector, including smallhold-
er farmers.

“The topic is much discussed when it comes to poverty, in-
ternational trade and Europe’s role in the agricultural sector in 
Africa,” says Prof Dr Matin Qaim of the Center for Development 
Research at the University of Bonn.

In Ghana, chicken meat is popular, and consumption levels are 
rising steadily. Nevertheless, with an average annual consump-
tion of nine likogram per capita in 2019, consumption levels re-
main below the worldwide average. Imports now account for 
3-quarters of the total poultry meat supply in the country.

Researchers at the University of Bonn and the University of 
Göttingen used the example of Ghana to calculate and better 
understand what would happen if the African country were to 
significantly increase import tariffs (50%) for poultry meat, or to 
even stop poultry meat imports altogether.

Qaim and his team report that in their study, they used nation-
ally representative data from about 14,000 households in all 
regions of Ghana. They combined this data of production and 
consumption with a trade model. “Such a combination of micro 
and macro data has not been used before to study the effects of 
poultry imports on different populations in West African coun-
tries,” says Qaim, adding that previous case studies focused 
primarily on poultry producers.

Should Ghana significantly increase its import tariffs for poultry 
meat, domestic prices would rise. If imports were stopped al-
together, local producers would get over a third more for selling 
their chicken. However, the researchers note that according to 
insights, most households in Ghana would not benefit because 
prices for consumers would also increase.

 “And there are significantly more consumers than poultry pro-
ducers,” explains lead author Isabel Knößlsdorfer of the Univer-
sity of Göttingen.

On the producer side, the researchers note that another factor 
is that many smallholder households produce poultry primarily 
for their own consumption, so they are less affected by prices.

Speaking about “poor and less poor households” in urban 
and rural areas, Knößlsdorfer said: “We show that all of these 
groups would be worse off on average without poultry imports 

A

Cheap imports of chicken hurt Ghana’s 
households

than with the imports. Poor households would eat 80 percent 
less chicken if imports were stopped.”

Demand for poultry meat is rising sharply in many African coun-
tries and cannot be met by domestic production alone, she ex-
plained, noting that these basic findings can also be applied to 
other importing countries in West Africa, adding, “Our results 
show that international agricultural trade can have important 
positive development effects for West Africa.”

 “A reduction in meat consumption in Europe would be entirely 
desirable for sustainability reasons, but in Africa, the situation 
is different. Meat consumption is still very low in most African 
countries, so the cheap availability through imports improves 
the local supply and nutrition situation with proteins and other 
important nutrients,” says Qaim, who is also a member of the 
University of Bonn’s Transdisciplinary Research Area ‘Sustain-
able Futures’ and Cluster of Excellence PhenoRob.

“Of course, local agriculture in Africa also needs to be strength-
ened and promoted. However, striving for local self-sufficiency 
does not make sense for all products,” Qaim says.
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Regional News

 he International Rescue Committee’s Emergency 
 Watchlist has ranked Ethiopia as the country, after 
 Somalia, most at risk of worsening humanitarian crisis 
in 2023. For the second year in a row, Ethiopia ranks as number 
two on Watchlist – making it one of the top countries most at 
risk of worsening humanitarian need in 2023. 

Prolonged drought in the southeast of the country, continued 
economic stresses, and the impact of conflict in northern Ethi-
opia, Oromia and elsewhere, are all exacerbating needs for 
millions of people. Here’s what you need to know about the 
ongoing emergency.

Ethiopia is heading toward its sixth consecutive failed rainy 
season, which threatens to prolong a drought already affecting 
over 30 million people. At the same time, it is grappling with the 
impact of various conflicts across the country, particularly in the 
Oromia, Afar, and Benishangul-Gumuz regions. This is hamper-
ing humanitarian organizations’ ability to reach crisis-affected 
communities with critical support.

Episodic fighting between the Ethiopian government and the 
Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) throughout 2022 height-
ened humanitarian needs and risks to civilians in northern Ethi-
opia. A November 2022 peace deal offers some hope: if it holds, 
it will bring an end to the conflict in Tigray.

The United Nations estimates that 20 million people in Ethio-
pia are currently experiencing food insecurity, meaning they are 
unable to access or afford the food needed to live a healthy 
life. This will continue into 2023 and catastrophic conditions—
where people are starving to death each day—could spread if 
aid is not immediately scaled up and seasonal rains are poor. 

In Oromia, limited access to safe drinking water due to the 
drought has also contributed to a cholera outbreak. This is 
particularly dangerous for children whose bodies have been 
weakened by insufficient food. A peace deal to end hostilities in 
the northern Tigray region was announced in November 2022, 
providing some hope for the more than 5.2 million people in the 
region who remain in urgent need of humanitarian assistance. 
For now, it is unclear whether the peace deal will hold or hu-
manitarian assistance will be able to ramp up quickly to meet 
the scale of the needs. 

Conflicts in other regions, particularly Oromia, Afar, and Ben-
ishangul-Gumuz, are also driving up needs and disrupting aid. 
The armed group al-Shabaab, which has largely operated in 
neighboring Somalia, clashed with security forces in Ethiopia’s 
Somali region in July 2022, which could add to the challenges 
facing Ethiopian authorities in 2023.

Numerous crises—drought, conflict and the economic impacts 
of the war in Ukraine, and global economic conditions—are 
straining Ethiopian government resources, limiting what it can 
deploy to address the growing food insecurity crisis.  On top of 
that, inflation reached a high of 37.7 percent in May 2022. While 
inflationary pressures have since eased to their lowest levels 
in 12 months, food prices remain high. The drought has also 
eroded people’s access to food, in part due to the high rate of 

T

Drought, conflict puts Ethiopia’s 28 million in 
need

livestock deaths, making it harder for families who rely on agri-
culture for income to afford enough food

Ethiopia’s drought response requires $1.66 billion. At the end of 
2022, only 42 percent of this was funded, and UNICEF’s appeal 
for children remains only 38 percent funded. Only 12 percent of 
people in drought-affected areas have been reached with health 
services, and less than 30 percent with water, sanitation and 
hygiene assistance – all of which are critical in avoiding mass 
deaths during a drought and cholera outbreak.

Since 2000, the IRC has provided a wide range of assistance 
for refugees living in camps and for Ethiopian communities 
throughout the country who have been affected by drought, 
flooding, conflict and COVID-19. In strong partnership with lo-
cal organizations, we distribute cash and basic emergency sup-
plies, including for women and girls, and build and maintain safe 
water supply systems and sanitation facilities. 

The IRC also supports government partners and community 
workers in primary health care clinics, constructs classrooms 
and trains teachers, and provides livelihoods-related training 
and job opportunities to youth and at-risk households. 
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Regional News

 he Water Project, a U.S.-based 
 non-profit organisation, with 
 regional headquarters in Ka-
kamega, Kenya, unlocks human poten-
tial by providing reliable water projects to 
communities.

This comes after, the County of Vihiga in 
Western Kenya signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) with The Water 
Project to bring clean, safe, and reliable 
water to the communities of Vihiga Coun-
ty.

“The signing of the MOU represents a 
continuation of the strong working rela-
tionship between Vihiga County Govern-
ment and The Water Project, acknowl-
edging our joint mission to provide water 
access to the communities of Vihiga, to 
ensure the long-term sustainability of 
WASH infrastructure, and to build and 
share knowledge among sector actors,” 
said Emma Kelly, Program Manager at 
The Water Project.

The Water Project’s commitment in West-
ern Kenya began over 12 years ago. And 

the organisation, leading and working 
through local staff and network partners, 
including Western Water and Sanitation 
Forum (WEWASAFO) and Friends of Tim-
othy Foundation (FOTF), partners with 
communities to monitor and maintain 
nearly 1,300 water projects implemented 
across the region. Those water projects 
have an impact on approximately 450,000 
people.

 “Water is one of our top agendas. The 
partnership with The Water Project envi-
sions implementing interventions to pro-
vide water and sanitation facilities to Vi-
higa residents,” said Governor of Vihiga 
County, Dr. Wilber Khasilwa Ottichilo.

The Water Project is working towards 
complete water and sanitation coverage 
in its service areas, beginning with Hamisi 
sub-county in Vihiga. The organisation im-
plements water and sanitation programs 
via borehole drilling, well rehabilitation, 
the protection of natural springs, rainwa-
ter harvesting, the provision of sanitation 
facilities, and hygiene promotion for vul-
nerable communities and institutions.

In 2022, The Water Project completed 
a mapping exercise identifying 16,021 
public and private water points, in vari-
ous states of use, to understand the true 
scope of work needed to reach basic wa-
ter coverage for all residents. The organi-
zation will publish the results of this work 
later in the year as the longer term plans 
for the region come into focus.

“We’re excited and humbled to be able 
to continue and greatly deepen our com-
mitment to the people of Western Kenya 
as we provide access to clean, safe and 
reliable water to those who today suffer 
needlessly without it,” said Peter Chasse, 
President & Founder of The Water Project.
Vihiga County is located in the western 
region of Kenya and the county has five 
sub-counties: Luanda, Emuhaya, Hamisi, 
Sabatia, and Vihiga.

Since 2006, The Water Project has been 
helping communities gain access to 
clean, safe water by providing training, 
expertise and financial support for water 
project construction through our staff and 
implementing partners. 

T

US based NGO unlocks clean water in Kenya
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Meyn launches Killer M2.0 
High-speed slaughter solution offering 

flexibility, precision, and safety

 oultry processing requires 
 continuous investment in 
 developments to meet today’s 
challenges, declining margins, demand 
fluctuations, food safety and workers’ 
safety. These are all factors to consid-
er. Meyn realized that smart processing 
solutions are the answers to these chal-
lenges. After the release of the iconic 
Meyn® Maestro Plus for fully automat-
ed in-line giblet harvesting, the Meyn® 
Rapid Plus M4.2 breast deboner, and the 
recently released Meyn® Wing cutter HY 
Pro, a leading slaughtering solution was 
needed to accommodate continuous in-
creasing line speeds and improve food- 
and worker’s safety. 

This first half of 2021, the Meyn® Killer 
M2.0 has set its stainless-steel feet on 
the processing floor. 

The Meyn® Killer M2.0 has 3 unique 
advantages:

1. High performance and precise cut for
    line speeds up to 15,000 bph

The Meyn® Killer M2.0 executes a uni-
form and controlled cut for an optimum 
bleed-out. Due to the new guide mech-
anisms, shackle movement is limited, 
dragging is reduced, and the head is 
fixed uniformly. The neck is stretched to 
allow an optimal cut, ensuring maximum 
performance.

 2.  Flock and cut adjustment within 
    seconds.

The new Killer M2.0 is designed to reduce 
the adjustment time substantially. A huge 
benefit for processors having to deal with 
different flock sizes, switching between 
frontal cut or decapitation and changing 
stun methods.

The M2.0 offers three different elec-
trical adjustments, allowing to switch 
and adapt within seconds:

• Adapt height of the cutting unit to flock 
   size
• Switch between frontal cut or 
   decapitation
• Optimize the head guide angle after
   controlled atmosphere or electrical 
   stunning

Processors with consistent and uniform 
flocks have the option to order the Killer 
M2.0 with economical, mechanical ad-
justments. 

3. Smart design increases (food) safety
(Food) safety is top of mind. Regulations 
are becoming stricter every year. Making 
it challenging to keep up, especially for 
the slaughtering department. Smart de-
sign of processing solutions helps poultry 
plants come a long way. 

The Killer M2.0’s control panels and but-

tons for daily operations are placed away 
from moving parts and knives, separat-
ed by sliding doors. The doors are fitted 
with grids, offering perfect visual tracking 
of the process at eye level and making it 
easier for the operator to adjust the ma-
chine when needed, whilst staying safe.

Finally, the Killer M2.0 is designed for 
maximum hygiene. The product zone is 
easily accessible for cleaning and inspec-
tion. The open underpart of the solution 
avoids pilling up of dirt in the machine. 
The designed frame eludes collected wa-
ter, avoiding bacteria growth. 

The Meyn® Killer M2.0 is released 
for sale. Please contact your nearest 
Meyn® sales representative for more 
information.

P
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Insight

     e regularly hear about the 
     gender wage gap. We know 
     about glass ceilings and 
barriers to advancement. We wring our 
hands over leadership roles filled mainly 
by men. These are all vital concerns. But 
today I’d like to address a disparity that 
doesnt get much press — women in ag-
riculture.

Women farmers embody the merger of 
two invisible groups, and yet both are 
crucial to human survival. We depend on 
the labour of farmers for our sustenance; 
we depend on the labour of women for 
the reproduction of our species. Both 
kinds of labour are devalued and often 
unpaid. Women comprise a substantial 
part of the agricultural workforce across 

the globe, and yet collectively and indi-
vidually they earn much less than men. 
Indeed, they are hardly seen as agricul-
tural workers. Farming is still viewed as 
a male-dominant occupation. This is not 
true now and it probably has never been 
true. Anywhere.

Women are of vital importance to rural 
economies in developing countries. Rear-
ing poultry and small livestock and grow-
ing food crops, women are responsible 
for some 60 percent to 80 percent of food 
production. Moreover, women are the 
main custodians of knowledge on crop 
varieties. In some regions of sub-Saha-
ran Africa, women may cultivate as many 
as 120 different plants alongside the few 
cash crops that are managed by men.

On average, women make up 43 percent 
of the official agricultural labour force in 
developing countries and typically put in 
12 to 13 more hours per week than men. 
Adding to the work discrepancy, rural 
women also carry most of the burden of 
providing water and fuel. In rural areas of 
Malawi, for example, women spend more 
than eight-fold the amount of time fetch-
ing wood and water per week than men. 
Collectively, women from Sub-Saharan 
Africa spend about 40 billion hours a year 
collecting water.

Women do the majority of work done in 
small-scale and subsistence farming set-
tings. And since official statistics do not 
count unpaid work — be it in the garden, 
in the field or in the household — they 

W

Unpaid agriculture contributions of 
women are often invisible 

By HON. LADY JUSTICE TUJILANE ROSE CHIZUMILA
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insufficiently represent women’s actual 
share in agricultural work. None of this 
work is paid and as such very little if any 
of it counts as “farm labour”. Thus the 
unpaid contributions of women are also 
often invisible.

Less than 20 percent of land-holders are 
women in developing countries. In North 
Africa and West Asia, women represent 
fewer than five percent of all agricultural 
landowners; while across Sub-Saharan 
Africa, they make up 15 percent. This 
average masks wide variations between 
countries. For example, in Uganda nearly 
73 percent of households engage in sub-
sistence farming and women represent 
three-quarters of the agricultural force. 
But despite women bearing the heaviest 
burden as primary farmers, they own only 
seven percent of land. Latin America 
has the highest share of female agricul-
tural holders, which exceeds 25 percent 
in Chile, Ecuador and Panama. Remem-
ber, almost half of officially counted farm 
workers in developing countries are wom-
en, and women do the bulk of actual farm-
ing work. Yet under one quarter of farms 

in developing countries are owned by the 
women that work them. Ownership is vital 
to farming. There must be stability from 
year to year in order for land to remain 
productive and in order for plans to be 
carried out. Farming takes time. Further-
more, those who work the land and know 
its needs must be able to make decisions 
in land management. And this shouldn’t 
need to be said, but at least farming must 
continue if food production is to continue.

This problem exists everywhere, but it is 
magnified in developing countries where 
the rewards of farming are negligible and 
the ownership of land is highly discon-
nected from those who know and work 
the land. Too often resource extraction 
will tempt absent or disengaged owners 
to sell off productive land, to take a short-
term reward and get out of farming. Every 
transaction of this sort further impover-
ishes whole communities. Every farm that 
is lost represents an increase in hunger, 
destitution and disease. And most of this 
hits women harder than men.

Compared to men, women are more se-
verely affected by poverty, hunger, and 
disease. When food is scarce, female 
family members often get the smallest 
portions. Mothers also suffer most from 
lack of medical care and balanced diets, 
and ensuring the survival of their children 
commonly demands additional sacrifices 
from them. Even when employed, women 
are usually paid actual starvation wages, 
and there are few even of these nominally 
wage-earning jobs in rural areas.

Do not think that this is a problem only in 
developing countries. Women farmers in 
this country may be better off than their 
sisters in the Global South — they at least 
do not commonly have to haul water, 
though hunger is certainly not uncommon 
in rural communities — but women in ag-
riculture in this country are still far behind 
men. Moreover women in agriculture are 
still largely invisible, even as they are es-
sential to farming in this country — wom-
en farmers remain an open secret our cul-
ture does not wish to examine.

Since 2002, the US has seen a marked 
increase in the number of farms in the 
country, the number of farmers markets 
and community supported agriculture 

programs, and the number of people who 
are concerned about where their food is 
coming from; and women are key players 
in all of these changes. According to the 
2012 Census of Agriculture women make 
up 30 percent of the US agricultural labor 
force, and nearly 60 percent of US farms 
have at least one woman owner. Women 
comprise over half of the employees and 
the executive directors of national non-
profits focusing on sustainable agricul-
ture issues. As farm owners, women are 
tending towards diversified, direct-mar-
keted foods that create relationships with 
eaters. And yet US farms run by men 
earn almost twice as much on average 
as those run by women. Women simply 
do not have the same access to credit, 
to markets and to tools as men. Women 
constantly have to work twice as hard for 
half the reward accrued to men. And all of 
us are harmed by this discrepancy.

These statistics can be numbing, es-
pecially as it is clear that guaranteeing 
food-production opportunities for wom-
en is by far the most effective means of 
fighting world hunger and poverty in a 
sustainable way. When women have the 
opportunity to self-organize and take part 
in decision-making, when they are able to 
provide for themselves and their families, 
the whole community benefits. Where 
women can feed themselves and their 
children, communities thrive. Where this 
is not the case, communities die.

So if the community’s health is depen-
dent on the ability of women to provide 
for themselves, the question is how do we 
make it easier for women to do so? By 
enabling them to produce their own food, 
by encouraging them to be farmers, by 
eliminating the double barrier of discrim-
ination against women and against rural 
laborers, by rewarding women at least as 
much as men, and by giving more women 
access to land over which they have con-
trol. When we do that women will nourish 
the world.

We are the daughters of Eve, after all.

*Hon. Lady Justice Tujilane Rose Chi-
zumila is a national of Malawi and Judge 
of the African Court on Human and Peo-
ples’ Rights based in Arusha, Tanzania.
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International News

 oetis, the world’s leading animal 
 health company has received a 
 $15.3 million grant from the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation to further de-
velop and integrate innovative solutions 
to advance veterinary care and diagnostic 
services.

The solutions will ultimately improve live-
stock health and productivity in Africa.
According to the company, the grant will 
help Zoetis to expand its original Afri-
can Livestock Productivity and Health 
Advancement (A.L.P.H.A.) initiative to in-
clude aquaculture in addition to cattle, 
poultry, and swine in an additional seven 
countries Africa.

Under the new five-year African Livestock 
Productivity and Health Advancement 
Plus (A.L.P.H.A. Plus), the initiative aims 
to improve veterinary health and food se-
curity in some of the most rapidly devel-
oping regions in the world.

In addition, the funding, which is part of 
the ‘Innovative Animal Health Models for 
Small-Scale Producers’ grant, will accel-

erate access to veterinary products, ser-
vices and diagnostic tools to increase the 
productivity of smallholder farms, with 
a particular focus on supporting female 
farmers.

“The combination of Zoetis’ leadership in 
animal health and experience in forging 
broad collaborations in emerging markets 
will allow us to accelerate the advance-
ment of animal health in the region,” said 
Kristin Peck, Chief Executive Officer of 
Zoetis.
“Access to medicines and technology will 
help farmers raise healthier animals, im-
prove productivity and secure more sus-
tainable revenue, which is critical to the 
economic development and well-being of 
the region and its population.”

A.L.P.H.A. Plus will focus on dairy and 
beef production, poultry and aquaculture 
in Ethiopia, Nigeria, Tanzania, Uganda, 
and now extend to include Kenya, Ivory 
Coast and five additional markets from 
East, West and Central Sub-Saharan Af-
rica.

The new grant will seek to further animal 
health and farmers’ livelihoods through 
enhanced training – with a target to train 
100,000 stakeholders by 2025.

“There will be a strong focus on gen-
der diversity, including women-led, fe-
male-only training courses optimally de-
signed to maximize attendance. The grant 
will also enable Zoetis to further develop 
distribution and training models for ‘last 
mile’ networks, build disease diagnostic 
services through laboratory networks in 
cooperation with public and private local 
partners, as well as develop outcomes re-
search and digital services,” said Zoetis 
authorities.

On the other hand, through the initiative, 
Zoetis will explore opportunities to ac-
celerate and increase fish production in 
Lake Victoria and Lake Volta, using ex-
pertise through its aquatic health busi-
ness PHARMAQ to help understand the 
veterinary and productivity requirements 
of small-scale fish producers in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa.

Z

Zoetis secures $15.3 million 
Bill & Melinda grant

…to advance sustainable livestock production
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Technology

 he crucial role of technology in the 
 advancement of agriculture was put 
 on spotlight at the recent Africa Agri 
Tech conference in Pretoria. The conference 
focused on agri technology that empowers 
farmers and featured the latest offerings from 
the agricultural sector, geared to enhance the 
sector’s participation in the fourth industrial 
revolution.

Norman Cilliers, Chief Executive Officer of AF-
GRI, stated that readily embracing technology 
has played a big role in AFGRI’s success over 
the last 100 years. 

“We will continue to innovate and find new 
ways to take the industry forward into the next 
100 years. Agriculture is perfectly poised to ad-
dress some of the most pressing agricultural 
challenges today. 

“This includes the shift brought about by ‘the 
next one billion’ – the one billion consumers 
that are moving out of poverty levels, towards 
greater levels of consumption. As African farm-
ers we are in prime position to feed these con-
sumers, who will be largely Africa-based.”

Cilliers said that global concerns, coupled with 
future technology will result in opportunities 
for the agricultural sector far beyond what has 
been seen before. Confirming the role of tech-
nology, Prof Ferdi Meyer, Managing Director 
of the Bureau for Food and Agriculture Policy 
(BFAP), stated that technological advance-
ments have meant higher maize yields. 

“Productivity rates are keeping up with de-
mand without having to increase area planted 
to maize.”

Striving for higher yields is a key factor in Kev-
in Kalb’s success. Known as the King of Corn, 
the farmer from the United States said that he 
would not be pushing the envelope on farming 
methods, striving for record yields if it did not 
pay. 

“We make more money on high yielding corn 
than any other fields, where precision is not 
done on such a high level. High yields require 
a mass of data collection and knowing exact-
ly how much every hectare costs to produce. 
Technology has taken the guess work out of 
farming, and with it the costly mistakes that 
comes with guessing.”

He advised farmers to ‘Think outside the 
box’. “When we started improving our yields 
we shunned the norm and sought alternative 
methods. There’s a lot of low-lying fruit, easy 
to reach if you change just a few practices. 
There’re much more efficient ways to achieve 
high yields.”

Prof Johan Steyn, from AI for Business, not-
ed that if one is not in the trenches and un-
derstand what is happening at ground level 
then one can’t implement changes that will 
truly make a difference. He said that often the 
simplest changes can enhance the way people 
operate and how systems flow.

With the advent of the internet of things, the 
agricultural sector faces increasing risk of cy-
ber-attacks, with recent attacks paralysing 
systems that administer feed to livestock and 
produce vaccines. Billy Petzer, researcher of 
cyber security systems at the CSIR, noted 
that the modern supply chain is very long and 
complex, making it difficult to secure against 
cyber-attacks. He also pointed to research that 
showed that attacks on the agricultural sector 
were increasing.

T

Technology will propel the agri-industry 
forward
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Uganda applauds Zoetis for 
animal health initiative

 ganda’s minister of State for Agriculture Animal 
 Industry and Fisheries Lt Col Dr. Rwamirama Bright
 Kanyontore has applauded Zoetis the world’s largest 
producer of medicine and vaccinations for animals for its Afri-
can livestock Productivity and Health Advancement (A.L.P.H.A) 
initiative expected to be a game-changer in enabling sustainable 
livestock production.

Speaking in Entebbe at the A.L.P.H.A initiative five year celebra-
tion, the minister celebrated Zoetis for its efforts in controlling 
animal health across Africa.

“It is important for the issue of animal health to be taken seri-
ous,” said Kanyontore citing that the increasing population of 
the continent needs heightened sustainability in animal health.

The minister further said Uganda is committed to the improve-
ment of animal health and ready to partner with Zoetis for more 
initiatives going into the future.

Kristin Peck, the Chief Executive Officer of Zoetis assured the 
continent that A.L.P.H.A will be a springboard for the company 
to do more.

“This is just the beginning and we are more than willing to grow 
our business, on the continent,” said Peck adding that the com-
pany’s intentions is to build a safe and reliable food value chain, 
through ensuring good health of animals through quality vacci-
nation and on time diagnosis.

Zoetis’ work is expected to lead to reduced poverty for commu-
nities, improved malnutrition, gender equalities and partnerships 
for sustainability.

She further highlighted that the company will be seeking to build 
more partnerships across public and private sector on the con-
tinent.

U
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Our basket of products include elite Banana, 
Avocado and pineapple plants. We use state 
of the art technologies to improve our 
products.
 
Rahan’s mission – We are committed to 
deliver high quality plants devoid of pests 
and pathogen.
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